National Capital SAF Annual Membership Meeting

Room 107 A USDA Whitten Building

May 10, 2007

In accordance with Article 11 of our NCSAF bylaws, the 2007 business meeting for NCSAF was officially held on May 10, 2007. The Chair’s report to you this month is the following minutes from that meeting:   

Quorum reached 15 members attending.

1. Call To Order at 1:10 pm: Wilhelmina Bratton, NCSAF chair
2. Policy Committee Report: Rick Cooksey, NCSAF policy committee chair
Committee objective stated and explained the committee structure and their charter. 
Work being done:

A. National SAF policy committee created a position statement on timber  

      harvesting on public lands.

B.  Enhance the work of the National SAF policy office.

C.  Impact on outreach to Capital Hill staff on forestry issues. Landowner tour planned for August.

3.  Council Rep Report: Mary Coulombe, District VII council representative
Membership categories and name change of SAF being considered by Council.

A. Charlene Nelson research was referenced and how this study information moved the Council to address these issues. Membership has been a driver in this regard as well.

B. Mary is on a sub-committee of Council looking at membership categories. They are also looking at voting privileges.

C. Looking at professional forester status and how we define ourselves vs members that are professionals but have a different natural resource emphasis.

D. Electronic voting has been instituted. State chapters may use this system as well.

E. Council will be working toward a decision on whether these issues will be brought to a referendum at their June 9th and 10th meeting.

F. District Fellows Committee appointees from NCSAF are Daina Apple and Al Sample.

G. National Student group will nominate the student council rep from District VII (Alleghany will do this) as we have no student group in NCSAF.

4. Chair Elect Report: Eric Norland, chair elect, NCSAF
A. Eric addressed the membership survey called for by the Executive Committee. Will be done in the “phonathon” model.

B. Web Site- Tim Resch will discuss later on the agenda

C. Science Day- update from Denise Ingram and Eric’s meetings with Bill Boyer. How to be addressed is being discussed. 

D. Coordinate meetings, luncheons and forums with the SWCS.
June 26th Tour of Agriculture Station in Beltsville is an example, and will be sent out in our next communication notice.

E. Suggestion on survey-perhaps consider a mailed survey as well as the “phonathon” approach. Committee will discuss.

5. Treasurer’s Report: Doug Powell, treasurer, NCSAF
A. Treasurer’s report is now published in the DC Forester. 


B. See attached hard copy report

C. Executive committee worked up annual budget and we are in line with that approved budget. 

As you may have noticed, we have begun to publish regular treasurer’s reports in the DC Forester newsletter to an attempt to keep the membership better informed about NCSAF’s excellent financial condition.  We have a balance in all of our accounts of $27,883.  Much of this wealth is due to funds we received from the national office for hosting the SAF convention in 2000.  We have invested in certificates of deposit that have been earning a nice rate of interest for us.  These mature this July, and we will probably be rolling them over to new CDs with an even higher rate of return.  

Another part of these funds come from a Foresters’ Fund grant for a Congressional briefing that is planned for this fall.  We also had a very successful auction fund raiser in January, which netted over $2,100. Mainly due to this, our income has exceeded expenditures by over $2,800 already this year.  We collect quite a bit of money from our luncheon programs, but that is generally offset when we pay for the meals and service we receive.  One of our big expense items is the annual holiday party, but we pay those bills in December.  

The executive committee develops a budget every January, and we make adjustments to it during the course of the year as we monitor our income and expenses.  So far we are doing well with all of our budget line items.  As always, I am available to answer any questions or concerns that you may have regarding our financial situation or transactions.

6. Secretary’s Report: Donna Gehlhaart, secretary, NCSAF
A. Notes will be posted on the web, as well as the DC Forester from the annual meeting.

7. Tellers and Auditors Committee Report: John Witherspoon, Chairs, teller & auditors committees
A. Two separate committees with two separate objectives

B. Explained duties and roles

C. Jim Culbert audits the Tellers committee

D. John will be retiring so we will need a new chair for these two committees in 2008.

8. Phonathon and Website: Tim Resch, chair, webmaster committee & phonoathon
A. Phonathon effort successful

B. Tim explained the operation and content of the NCSAF website.

9. Membership Committee Report: Jim Culbert, chair, membership committee
A. Explained function and objectives of the committee.

B. 295 members in NCSAF

295 is goal for 2007 but we have 21 who have not yet renewed.
We will have to strategize and work on this.

C. NCSAF volunteers at Phonation contacted 284 members who indicated they would renew

10. Fundraising Committee: Eric Norland for Laura Schweitzer, chair, fundraising
A. A Summer fundraising event will be planned. Details to follow

11. Science and Technology Report: Denise Ingram, science & technology coordinator, not present- No report
12.  Work Day Group: We would like to give Dick Fitzgerald, Wild Acres liaison recognition for his work done two weeks ago at Wild Acres. 

13. Motion to adjourn at 1:50pm
-motion approved

                                                                                           Wilhelmina B. Bratton

                                                                                                      NCSAF Chair

