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Spring is springing forth!  Recently during my commuter bus rides between Annapolis and Washington, DC, I’ve spent my time watching the barren forest begin to green up.  Spring is a time for greening up where we live, work and play.  This spring there are several opportunities to “green up “professionally.

On March 29 and 30, the Washington Academy of Sciences (WAS) and its affiliates present Capital Science 2008.  NCSAF is an affiliate and is sponsoring two sessions on the 29th.  While I’ve not previously attended a “Capital Science” event and can’t speak from first-hand experience, I am impressed with the agenda; the work that Denise Ingram, our WAS Liaison, has done; and the great opportunity this will be to connect with and learn from natural resource and environment scientists from a wide array of disciplines. I know --- it’s a Saturday. The call of the outdoors will be irresistible, and there are all the other things that either keep us busy on Saturdays or provide us some time to spend with family and friends.  With that said, I would really encourage you to consider this opportunity.  I will be there and I hope to see many of you.  See Denise’s article elsewhere in the DC Forester.

So you wanna have fun?  Come to the NCSAF Wine-Tasting and Fund-Raising Auction on Thursday, April 10.  Dwight Field, fund-raising chair, and E Lynn Burkett, chair-elect, will host this at the Ballston Park Condominiums, near the Ballston metro stop in Arlington.  This is really a fun event and an opportunity to socialize. You don’t to be a wine connoisseur to enjoy this, and you don’t have to be a wine-drinker to come.  Find the details elsewhere in this newsletter.

OK – do you want to have even more fun?  Contact Doug Crandall, dcrandall@fs.fed.us, to sign up for the National Membership Phonathon to be held at SAF Headquarters on the evenings of May 6, 7, and 14.  I remember the first time I did it, I wondered, “Am I going to have to endure listening to curmudgeons who want to bend my ear about everything that is wrong with SAF?” or “Do I know enough about SAF to be able to answer questions?”  None of that happened!  Many of the folks we called had simply forgotten to send in their membership renewal.  Some had changed jobs or professions and we didn’t know, and others had retired and did not want to continue their membership.  The phonathon is an evening of food, fun, and fellowship.  So don’t worry about being “new” at it.  We need 10-12 volunteers for each evening.  

I look forward to seeing you at these upcoming events and at our monthly lunches.

Eric Norland

NCSAF Chair
District VII Council Report
SAF Council Meeting March 8-9, 2008

This report covers the March council meeting where a number of items were discussed and acted upon that I believe are of high interest to members of the Allegheny and National Capital Societies:

The SAF Headquarters property sale continues to move forward. The potential buyer, Nation’s Academy, is proceeding with the necessary work with the county on zoning and other issues. The relocation task group, headed by John Moser, reported that the group had met a number of times to consider options for the new location of the national office. Based on the criteria that council had provided, the task force recommended that the office be located in the Washington DC area (including D.C., Maryland, and Northern Virginia). Council approved this recommendation. SAF will work with a commercial firm to look at suitable properties in this area. 

Insurance: Michael Goergen reported on the work our insurance agent is doing related to supplemental insurance for chapter, state, division, and national meeting field trips, and other activities.  It is very important that all SAF units identify and plan activities, not included in the national blanket policy, as far ahead as possible. Given some units experiences, coverage can be low or even at no additional cost with adequate pre-planning and communication with the agent. One example is Oregon SAF, which you may want to contact for more information. The national office will develop a check list for units to use to facilitate work with the agent. At this time, SAF will not buy a national supplemental insurance policy for field trips. 

Fellows Awards: I know that there have been some concerns over the recognition of Fellows. Council agreed local units will be notified of elected Fellows and certificates for awards provided to those units so that there will be proper recognition of the new Fellows by their local unit. In addition, there will be a Fellows Breakfast at the 2008 SAF National Convention in Reno for those Fellows that can make it to the convention. This is a new activity and we hope that it provides a special event for our Fellows. 

Standard Minimum By-Laws: Council approved the revisions to the standard minimum by-laws for SAF units. Units can adopt these minimums as they make changes to there by-laws. The biggest change is the addition of the option for electronic voting.  The document can be found at http://www.safnet.org/members/member-pw/leadertools.cfm 

CFE requirements: We heard that there has been confusion and concerns about the new CFE process. Louise Murgia said there will be an article in the April The Forestry Source on the new requirements to award CFE credits, which should help answer questions for those who provide activities eligible for credits.

Federal Employee Participation in Leadership Positions in SAF: Michael Goergen reported on a letter sent to the Office of Government Ethics, signed by a number of professional societies and a meeting that was held with people from the office. The bottom line is that there are different interpretations by federal agencies of the applications of the law, but the Office of Governmental Ethics cannot influence those opinions at the Departmental level. They said that the solution will have to lie with at change in the underlying statute. Michael Goergen will work with the other professional societies to try to develop a strategy for new legislation. For the complete copy of the letter, see http://www.safnet.org/policyandpress/documents/oge_ethics_121707.pdf
National Convention—November 5-9, 2008. The theme is “Forestry in a Climate of Change” and it looks like it will be a terrific opportunity for SAF members to learn, network, and expand your professional knowledge and experiences. Please put it on your calendar. Registration is available now on the SAF website. 

That’s it for now. As always, please feel free to contact me at mary.j.coulombe@usace.army.mil or 202-761-1228 wk or 703-352-4460 home. 

Mary Coulombe, CF
District VII Representative
From the Chair-Elect

Well I’m back from my detail in Idaho!  As with any job, it is important to periodically become reacquainted with the fundamentals and this was my chance to do just that.  I was in the agricultural town of Burley, Idaho, about 9000 residents, located along the Snake River near the Oregon/California trail and the City of Rocks National Reserve.  Not many trees for foresters, but plenty of sagebrush, juniper, grasses and weeds.  

I was asked by the Bureau of Land Management to take a field manager’s role on the Burley District for two months while they continued the process of advertising the position.  Although my hotel room became a bit cramped after only a week, my office was open to a view of the snow-covered Albion Mountains and my staff did their best to make my visit fruitful.  There were a variety of issues to address including wind energy, grazing permits, sage-grouse, power lines, pygmy rabbits and general recreation opportunities.  I tracked Sage-grouse, skied in Utah, watched flocks of Bluebirds and of course worked hard.  It was refreshing to both get my feet back on the ground for awhile and to also witness the continuing passion many people have for working with the land.  

Now it is time to get reacquainted with my own home and my own bed.  I will carry with me the energy and the inspiration I found from meeting so many professionals and making so many friends within the land management world.  I look forward to focusing on my new assignment with the Council on Environmental Quality and to continue my duties as the chair-elect for NCSAF. 

E Lynn Burkett

NCSAF Chair-Elect              

NCSAF March Luncheon Announcement:

Landscape Forestry: Exploring Stewardship and 

Sustainability Concepts in an Evolving Society

Speaker: John Fedkiw

Thursday, March 27, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Secretary’s Dining Room, Lincoln Room

3rd floor, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Entrance: from Jefferson Court, ½ block west of Smithsonian Metro Station mall exit

Cost:  $17/person, includes lunch, beverage & dessert
Over the past half century, forestry in America has undergone a cultural change, shaped by a variety of forces.  The key to the cultural change, landscape forestry, is the reawakening of our highly urbanized society and its stakeholder interests that, in turn, has renewed a public awareness that the landscape and its resources, in the sense of dependency vs. ownership, belong to all the people, and must meet their diverse needs and preferences.  Initially led by the wilderness and environmental movements, the public has been expressing and demonstrating their need to have a voice and vote in shaping the use and development of long-term landscape outcomes. In this, we are talking about a genuinely bottom up approach to sustainability.

Sustainability is a relatively new goal for society and the supporting landscape resources and environment.  It is a holistic societal process of broad landscape proportions across multiple ownerships and jurisdictions, providing a top down approach for landscape use and management.  Stewardship is the other side of the coin.  It is the underlying conservation ethic and means by which individuals may implement sustainable landscape processes.  

We lack the policy and governance for integrating the diverse and often divisive voices of the public and the processes of sustainability and landscape forestry on the land. Since landscape forestry relates to local land use and management planning, and is strategic for implementing the policy bounds and limits for sustainability, the basic policy and governance need is at the state level with facilitating supportive Federal policy.

 About the Speaker:  John Fedkiw retired in 1993 from USDA Office of the Secretary where he served for 28 years as policy advisor and analyst for natural resources and environment and other program areas.  Before that, he was a Forest Service researcher and Branch Chief of forestry economics in Portland OR and Washington DC.  From 1946-1959, John served as Assistant Professor in forestry economics, statistics and management at SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse.  He has consulted with forest industry firms and lectured at Yale University Industrial Forestry Seminars for senior forest executives.  John has been the recipient of USDA Distinguished Service and President’s Meritorious Executive Awards.  He has authored over 90 publications, including technical articles, papers and books.  He has served as a FS volunteer since 1993.  John received a B.S. in Forest Management, a Masters in Public Administration from Syracuse University, and a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from Cornell University.  
Laura Schweitzer

Program Chair

NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction

Are you looking for a great networking opportunity, or are you just looking for a fun night out?  Either way, please join us for the 3rd Annual NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction on Thursday, April 10th, at the Ballston Park Condominium Party Room.  The festivities will begin at 5:30 pm, with the auction starting after 6:30 pm.  Each guest should bring one bottle of wine to share (cost should not exceed $25/bottle).  Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be provided.
Do you have any unwanted household items?  Any Holiday or Christmas gifts that don't fit with your decor, lifestyle or general likes?  Are you looking for a tax write-off?   Do you have any hidden talents (e.g., cooking, painting, etc.)?  Then donate to the auction!  Please contact one of the following people and they’ll put your item on the auction list (and arrange pickup, if necessary).

Dwight Fielder – (w) (202) 452-7761; (cell) (202) 285-6845; dwight_fielder@blm.gov
E.Lynn Burkett – (w) (202) 785-6594; (cell) (202) 468-4110; elynn_burkett@blm.gov
Melissa Squire – (w) (202) 205-9976; (cell) (202) 997-3821; msquire@fs.fed.us
Laura Schweitzer – (w) (202) 737-1944x219; lschweitzer@amfor.org
Doug Crandall has agreed to be our auctioneer again this year, and we’re expecting to have a good slate of bid items.  We'll compile a preliminary list of items to distribute prior to the auction.
So, come out and have a good time in support of NCSAF.  Mark you calendars today!
Directions:  Metro (recommended) - Take the orange line to Ballston station.  Cross Fairfax Drive and continue on N. Stuart Street one block to Ballston Park Condominium (1050 N. Stuart St.) on left.  Signs will direct you to the party room door on the first floor.

Driving - Fairfax Drive can be accessed by I-66 (Glebe Rd Exit) or Washington Blvd. (Rt. 27).  Stuart Street is between Taylor and Randolph off of Fairfax Dr.  There is a pay parking garage on Taylor.
National Capital Society of American Foresters Roundtable

Washington Academy of Sciences - Capitol Science 2008

http://www.washacadsci.org/capsci08/Index.htm
National Science Foundation

4201 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA  22230 (Ballston Metro Stop)

SATURDAY - MARCH 29, 2008

9:00 am – 11:00 am

Room 375

Natural Resources Roundtable – a discussion of issues, trends and developments in invasive species, climate change and energy resources
Roundtable panelists
David Trauger

Society for Conservation Biology

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Christopher Farley
National Capital Society of American Foresters
USDA Forest Service

Nick LaPointe

American Fisheries Society

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Room  375
Society of American Foresters Science Exhibit and Showcase - A resource exhibit will be open with science materials, sample publications and information on SAF and other natural resources organizations. 

Contact:

C. Denise Ingram, NCSAF Science & Technology Coordinator/WAS Liaison

c_denise_ingram@yahoo.com, 202-205-3611

Denise Ingram
Science and Technology Coordinator 
Treasurer’s Report

2/16/08 through 3/14/08

We incurred a loss for the February luncheon meals of  $150.00 due to some no-shows . The leadership academy expense was reimbursement for one registration. In all, three NCSAF executive committee members will attend the event in April at NCSAF expense. The event will be in Potomac,  Maryland.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.

Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$16,258.56


Cash




     $100.00



Checking



   $7005.37

       Total



$23,363.93






         2/16/08 to 3/14/08
          Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                             

     Dues Disbursements                                                0.00                           $1,000.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                            $229.00                              $491.00

     Raffles                                                                 $21.00                                $39.00

                                        _________                         _________

    Total Income                                                      $250.00

            $1,530.00

Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                            0.00

                $95.00

       Luncheon meals                                             $379.50                               $655.00       

       SAF Leadership Academy                             $125.00                               $125.00

       Miscellaneous                                                      0.00

                $55.00                                                                                  __________                                                          _________                         ________

  Total Expenses                                 
                   $504.50

              $930.00

Net increase (decrease)                                        ($254.50)                              $600.00
Dick Pardo

Treasurer
NCSAF Membership Update

As of the end of February 2008, NCSAF had a total of 285 members, which is equal to our membership goal of 285 for 2008.  However, we also have 39 members who have not yet renewed for 2008.  

The NCSAF Executive Committee will be contacting these delinquent members over the next two months to encourage them to renew their memberships promptly, before the national membership Phonathon – May 6, 7 and 14.

During the Phonathon, volunteers from the National Capital SAF will be calling other SAF members to request that they keep their memberships current.  Volunteers are still needed.  Please call Doug Crandall at 202-205-1113 to sign up.  Thanks!
The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in February:

New Members

Kim M. Berns (with Forest Service)

Brian C. Keightley (with Zimar & Associates), Multi-State Member

Reinstated Member

Bryan R. Petit, USDA Office of Budget and Program Analysis

Resigned Members

Sarah B. Gann

John R. Witherspoon

Transfers In

James A. Bowmer, from Tillamook-Clatsop Chapter (with BLM)

Alexander L. Friend, from Upper Peninsula Chapter (with Forest Service)

Lisa B. Stocker, CF, from Caddo Chapter (with Sustainable Forestry Initiative)

Jim Culbert

Membership Committee Chair

          International Fellowships Available at the World Forest Institute
                                                 Portland, Oregon, USA

The World Forest Institute Fellowship Program brings forestry and natural resources professionals from around the world to work at the World Forest Institute for 6 to 12 months. Fellows conduct an independent research project developed in conjunction with his/her sponsor. Projects are typically either policy or marketing studies, and may be environmental, social or economic in focus. Activities involve information gathering through interviews, meeting with forestry  organizations, and taking
organized field trips. Fellows typically summarize their projects in a report and poster published by the WFI.  A large component of the program involves traveling and visiting with professionals in the Pacific Northwest forest sector. Fellows visit forestlands, research sites, manufacturing facilities, and NGOs. Additionally, Fellows gain valuable cultural experience and English language skills. Project proposals are now being accepted, and a matching grant is available to cover up to half of the Fellowship fee. WFI is located in beautiful Portland, Oregon, a short drive to forests, mountains, beach, and desert. Oregon is the largest producer of forest products among the 50 US states. For more information visit http://wfi.worldforestry.org or contact Angie DiSalvo adisalvo@worldforestry.org.


Forestry Photo Archive

Looking for forestry photos that you can use in presentations, publications or flyers?  Try the Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health at University of Georgia.  The center, formally known as the Bugwood Network, has an archive of 72,000 images from 1,300 photographers. If you can’t find what you are looking for there, then it probably hasn’t been photographed yet!  The center has developed and currently administers 20 educational web systems that had 140 million hits in 2007.  The center is much more than a photo archive. Visit the Center’s website, http://www.bugwood.org/index.cfm  for more information about the forest health and invasive species projects it is doing and to find out how to contribute photographs.

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events

Date


Description





Contact

March 20 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

March 27

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer



Speaker: John Fedkew

March 29-30

Capital Science 2008 




Denise Ingram
April 10

Wine tasting





Dwight Fielder



Ballston, VA

April 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
April 17

NCSAF Executive Committee (location TBD)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

April 23

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer



Speaker: Taylor Ricketts, WWF

May 6, 7,  and 14
NCSAF Phonathon




Doug Crandall

May TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

May 15 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

May 16

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
May 20

NCSAF Happy Hour




Laura Schweitzer




Location:  Capital City Brewing Company, Union Station

June TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

June 19 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

June 20

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
June 24

NCSAF Happy Hour




Laura Schweitzer




Location TBD

July TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events (continued)
Date


Description





Contact

July 17 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

August 14

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

August 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
August 21 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

September TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 18 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

October 16 

NCSAF Executive Committee (location TBD)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October 17

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

November 5-9

SAF National Convention



www.safnet.org



Reno/Tahoe, NV

November 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 20 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

December TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 18 

Joint 2008 & 2009 NCSAF Executive

Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Committees (location TBD)

2008 NCSAF Leadership Team
	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: (202) 401-5971
H/M: (202) 641-4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Chair Elect 
	E Lynn Burkett 
	W: (202) 785-6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Wilhelmina Bratton 
	W: (202) 205-1144 
H: (703) 631-9434 
	wbratton@fs.fed.us

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: (703) 549-8700 x122
M: (571) 215-2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary 
	Jessica McGlyn 
	W: (202) 861-9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair 
	Laura Schweitzer 
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219 
H/M: (202) 731-1445
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Membership Chair 
	Jim Culbert 
	W: (202) 205-0854 
H: (703) 938-8736 
	jculbert@fs.fed.us

	Phonathon Chair 
	Doug Crandall
	W: (202) 255-573
	doug_crandall@yahoo.com

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: (703) 538-1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: (202) 205-1777 
H: (301) 445-4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453 
H: (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Christy N. Kuczak 
	W: (703) 358-1748 
	christy_kuczak@fws.gov 

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair 
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks

            

	W: (202) 205-8336 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: (541) 464-3214
H: (541) 464-0295
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: (202) 205-1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: (202) 205-1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: (202) 205-3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: (202) 205-1753 
H: (703) 378-8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Mary Coulombe 
	 W: (703) 980-2122


	coulombe@cox.net 
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