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DC Forester 
�ovember 2008 

 
Your chair and Vice Chair E Lynn Burkett, are back from the House of Society Delegates (HSD) 
meeting at the SAF National Convention in Reno.  HSD is the grass-roots organization in SAF, 
which is comprised of delegates (the state society chairs from the 32 state societies), alternate 
delegates (the state society chair-elects) and the student assembly chair and chair-elect.  HSD 
reviews policies and programs of SAF, sends recommendations to the SAF Council and facilitates 
communication between the state societies, national office, council, and SAF task forces. 
  
This year’s meeting was one and a half days and the agenda was packed with reports, many of which 
generated considerable discussion.  We heard some of the specifics as to why the wild acres sale did 
not happen, learned of the progress on a new SAF Strategic Plan, heard from the communication 
committee about a new communication campaign, and a variety of other reports.  One item that 
received a lot of discussion was membership --- the fact that it continues to decline and that the 
largest percentage of non-renewals is from new members who are transitioning from student 
members to full members.  How to maintain contact with these members, keep them connected, and 
demonstrate value and importance of their membership were topics of considerable concern.  HSD 
sent forward a recommendation to council that a special effort should be made to figure out how to 
do a better job of keeping track of our newest members.  Not lost in the discussion, however, is that 
it is up to local chapters, division, and state societies to make sure that new members don’t get lost at 
meetings. 
  
What excited me most, though, was the tremendous amount of enthusiasm, creativity, and 
innovation that the state societies provide. From Maryland’s Board-Foot celebration to Oregon’s 
firewood cutting to assist flooded Oregonians, SAF members in their local chapters, divisions and 
state societies are doing great things.  If you ever get “down” about SAF, go to the convention and 
sit in on the HSD meeting.  You will be uplifted.  I guarantee it. 

 Eric �orland 

�CSAF Chair 

   
�ational Capital SAF to hold its 2008 Fall Issue Forum 

 
National Capital SAF will hold its 2008 Fall Issue Forum: Forest Management Solutions for 
Mitigating Climate Change in the U.S. on Thursday, �ovember 20, 2008 from 4:00 - 5:30 PM in 

Room 1302 of the Longworth House Office Building.  A presentation will be offered by Dr. John 

Helms, Professor Emeritus, Department of Environmental Science, Policy and Management, 
University of California – Berkeley, and Dr. Robert Malmsheimer Associate Professor, College of 
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Environmental Science and Forestry, State University of New York, followed by question, answer 
and discussion. 
 
The NCSAF invites its members and others from the forestry community to participate in this forum 
to discuss the recently released SAF Task Force report highlighting the contributions that forests and 
their management can make in helping to mitigate climate change.  The objectives of the forum are 
to offer participants a chance to hear findings in the report presented by its principal investigators 
and authors, and to discuss possible options, challenges and opportunities. Climate change and ways 
to address it are of keen interest to policy makers and stands to be an important environmental topic 
in coming years.  SAF has an important role to play as an expert in the field of forests and forest 
management, and as an organization that can help bring science-based information to the discussion.  
All who have an interest in the nation’s forests and how they can be part of the solution to 
addressing atmospheric pollution and global climate change will find this forum useful. 

 

December �CSAF Brown Bag Luncheon and Program 
  
The December 11 meeting of NCSAF is one not to miss.  At our meeting, the Forest Service, at our 
meeting, will release the draft “2010 Report on the Nation’s Forests.”  This report is based on the 
Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators to assess forest sustainability and is one way that the U.S. 
redeems its obligations to this international protocol.  The preparation of this report has been 
underway for nearly two years and is now ready for public review and comment.  We are indeed 
fortunate that the Forest Service accepted our invitation to serve as the venue for the release and the 
beginning of the 120-day public review and comment period.  Put this date on your calendar and 
come find out what the data are showing us about our forests. 
  
Dr. Richard Guldin, director, Quantitative Services, USDA Forest Service Research and 
Development, will present the report and discuss regional trends that have become apparent since the 
last report.  Rich will be accompanied by others from the national report team who will also discuss 
various aspects of the report. 
  
Details: 11:30 AM-1:00 PM at the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
located at 1200 New York Ave NW Washington, DC 20005, Ableson/Haskins Conference Room, 
2nd floor. 
 

…And Immediately Following the Lunch – “�ational Sustainable Forest Report” 

Outreach Partners Workshop – 1:00-3:00 PM 
  
Are you interested in helping your organization and agency review and comment on the next 
“National Sustainable Forest Report” in order to make it a more useful and informative report?  If so, 
you need to come to a special two-hour workshop that will help you do that. 
  
At 1:00 PM, immediately following the NCSAF luncheon program, NCSAF will join the 
Roundtable on Sustainable Forests in co-sponsoring a workshop for representatives from 
organizations and agencies who are willing to assist the roundtable in publicizing the draft report and 
the need for public comments and technical review.  Those who are willing to be “outreach partners” 
will be provided with prepared information that can be utilized in their organizations, on websites, 
and in newsletters.  The data in the report speaks for itself, but the utility of the report and 
information about existing data sets that could be used will help improve the report and assist in 
accurately reporting on the sustainability of the nation’s forest resources.  If you plan to attend the 
workshop, please RSVP to Eric Norland, enorland@csrees.usda.gov or 202-401-5971.  If you have 
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any questions or need more information, call Eric.  (This event will also take place at the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).   
  

Annual �CSAF Holiday Reception 

Tuesday, December 2, 2008 – 6:00-9:00 PM 

Room 1302 - Longworth House Office Building 
  
In keeping with our tradition, NCSAF will host the annual holiday reception immediately following 
the Capitol Christmas Tree Lighting with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.  The tree lighting celebration 
begins at 5:00 PM.  Immediately afterward, NCSAF members and special guests are invited to the 
reception.  The reception is an opportunity to not only enjoy some professional comradeire, it is also 
our annual opportunity to invite those who are special friends to the forestry community and thank 
them for all they have done this year to advance the sustainability of the nation’s forest resources 
and the practice of forestry. 
  
The guest invitation list is being compiled NOW!  If you know of a special friend to forestry ---your 
organization’s leader, a member of congress, an SAF member from another state society, etc. --- 
please send the following information to our NCSAF Secretary, Jessica McGlyn, 
jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org  IMMEDIATELY:  name, title, organization, complete mailing address, 
and e-mail address.  Depending on when we receive your information, we will send either an 
electronic or mailed invitation.  And watch your e-mail for all of the holiday reception RSVP 
information. 

  

�CSAF Membership Update – �ovember 2008 
 
As of the end of October 2008, NCSAF had a total of 276 members, which is nine less than our 
membership goal of 285 for 2008.  
 
The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in October: 

 

�ew Members 

 
Jeff Bradley – with American Forest & Paper Association 
 

Reinstated Members 

 

Hanmin Dong – with International Paper 
Jeffrey Hayward – with Rainforest Alliance 
Tiffany McCormick Potter – with Equator Environmental 
 

Transfer In 

 
Bryan Nash – with Industry Corporation, Morgantown, WV (but currently working in Montana) 
 

Transfer Out 

 
David McConnell – to Mountain Lakes Chapter, Alabama 
David Moore – to Hudson Valley Chapter, New York 
 

Jim Culbert 
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Membership Committee Chair 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

9/15/08 to 11/15/08 
 
Our 12 month share certificate in the amount of $3,137.80 matured on September 21, 2008 and was 
then transferred to our credit union checking account.  What was formerly listed in this report as 
“checking” will now more accurately be listed as the NCSAF savings account.. 
The HSD assessment is levied  annually, based on 55 cents/member’ 
 
Because there was no DC Forester last month, this report covers the period from mid- September to 
mid-November. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at  
rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.              
 
Current Balance 
 Certificates of Deposit  $13,722.50 
 Cash          $100.00  
 Savings  Account                                  $9,285.07 
            Checking  Account                               $3,366.75   
       Total                $26,474.32 
 
                9/16/08 to 11/12/08         Year-to-Date 
Amount Received                                                              
     Dues Disbursements                                           $0.00                            $1,610.00  
     Luncheon Receipts                                              $0.00                           $1,055.00 
     Raffles                                                                 $0.00                              $163.00 
     Auction                                                                $0.00                           $2,362.00  
     Meeting  Fee                                                        $0.00                             $220.00 
 
Total income                                                             $0..00                           $5,410.00 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Amount Expended        
      Awards-Recognition                                        $117.00                            $414.70 
       Luncheon meals                                                  $0.00                          $1,320.05        
       SAF Leadership Academy                                  $0.00                             $250.00 
       Capital Science 2008                                           $0.00                             $210.24 
       Auction                                                                $0.00                               $25.00 
       Miscellaneous                                                    $0.00                             $55.00                                                        
       HSD  Assessment                                            $149.05                             $149.05                                                                            
 
Total Expenses                                                      $266.05                          $2,986.90   Net increase 
(decrease)                                                   ($266.05)                        $3,251.93     
 

       Richard Pardo 

       Treasurer 
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�CSAF Luncheon: August 19
th

, 2008 

Unique Challenges of the Urban Forest in the District of Columbia 
By: Jake Reilly, American Forests 

 

The August luncheon for the NCSAF, hosted by American Forests, featured Dr. Monica Lear.  Dr. 
Lear is the deputy associate director for Urban Forestry at the D.C. Urban Forestry Administration 
(UFA).  As part of the Department of Transportation, UFA’s primary role is the maintenance and 
care of street trees in the district, with more than 140,000 tree spaces around the city.  The UFA also 
enforces tree regulations in public spaces, reviews plans and permits for street projects affecting 
trees, and responds to emergency situations relating to public trees. 
 
Dr. Lear focused on some of the unique challenges of the urban forests in the nation’s capital and the 
innovative initiatives being undertaken by the UFA to ensure a bright future for the district’s public 
trees.  Most of the services administered by the UFA are actually carried out by private contractors, 
presenting particularly acute problems regarding communication of acceptable practices and timely 
execution of service needs.  Instances of sidewalk displacement have also caused access problems 
for the pedestrian public, and the placement of street signs in tree boxes introduces new challenges 
to aesthetically pleasing and ecology friendly urban forestry. 
 
In order to combat these problems, the UFA is taking strong action.  A new public outreach 
campaign, complete with billboards and posters, is aimed at informing the public about the value of 
urban trees.  To ensure proper management practices, the 15 urban foresters in the administration are 
now armed with computer tablets equipped with UFA’s Tree Asset Management System and 
ArcView software to expedite the monitoring process and present a more holistic picture of DC’s 
urban forest.  Pilot projects using inventive rubber sidewalks are helping to solve the city’s sidewalk 
problems.  These resourceful ideas, along with over 17,000 trees added since 2005, are helping keep 
DC’s urban forests alive and well. 

 

 

�CSAF Luncheon: September 11, 2008 

Incorporating Trees and Forests into Urban Design and Development 
By: Laura Schweitzer, American Forests 

 
The September NCSAF luncheon continued a two-luncheon series highlighting urban forestry.  The 
event featured David Zeitlin of the DC consulting group, The Care of Trees.  Mr. Zeitlin is the 
division manager of the Tree Preservation and Land Restoration office of The Care of Trees.  His 
work brings him together with engineers, architects, and contractors to provide tree preservation on 
development and redevelopment projects of all sizes.  The firm provides consulting and field 
services from planning to design and they work on implementation of small and large-scale 
preservation plans.      
 
David discussed the benefits of bringing a forestry perspective into the land development process.  
He also talked about the challenges of integrating forestry into the development planning process.  
One key issue he brought up was that many developers do not bring groups like his in until a project 
has been largely planned out.  This makes the job of preserving standing trees on a property difficult 
because the planned actions of the developer would frequently have devastating impacts on the 
property’s trees.  No developer enjoys learning that, in order to meet the ‘green infrastructure’ 
objectives of a project, they have to go back to the drawing board in those cases where they have 
brought in the foresters too late. 
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Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell 

Another key area David covered was the sheer difficulties that can be involved in integrating the 
built environment with the green environment.  Many nonforesters have trouble understanding the 
below-ground implications of actions like building sidewalks and cutting ditches for pipelines.  His 
group spends a good deal of their time and effort helping developers to adjust their plans to mores 
sensitively deal with root masses and to work around roots where possible.     
 
David’s primarily message revolved around the importance of ensuring that, as we continuing to 
build into and around natural areas, we will need to press developers to work with forestry 
professionals right from the beginning is we are to maintain a healthy urban forest.   
 
David is a licensed forester and a licensed tree expert in Maryland, as well as an ISA certified 
arborist.  Additionally, David is a field representative for American Forests.  He received his 
Bachelors degree in Forestry from West Virginia University and a Masters degree in Geography and 
Environmental Planning from Towson University.   
 

�CSAF Luncheon: October 9, 2008 

The Forest Service �ow and Into the Future 
By: Jake Reilly, American Forests 

 

The NCSAF luncheon for October featured special 
guest, chief of the U.S. Forest Service Gail Kimbell.  
The luncheon was hosted by the USDA in the 
cafeteria at the South Agriculture building in 
southwest Washington, DC. 
 
Chief Kimbell lead her lecture with a quote from 
German poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, stating 
that “the principal player rarely plays the principal 
part.”  This touched off her overarching theme on the 
importance of partnerships in maintaining healthy 
forest ecosystems.  Harkening back to the origins of 
the Forest Service, she recalled how Gifford Pinchot relied not on his own powers, but instead on 
local foresters and land managers to implement healthy forest practices.  Pinchot wanted ordinary 
people to be involved with forests and saw the national forests as owned by the people. 
 
Bringing Pinchot’s ideas of cooperation into a contemporary context, Chief Kimbell highlighted 
grizzly bear recovery as a prime example of Forest Service partnerships at work.  After grizzlies 
were listed as a threatened species in 1975, numerous federal agencies attempted to address the 
problem with disparate objectives, visions, and efforts, leading to questionable results.  Finally, a 
partnership was formed between federal resource agencies and state governments.  This partnership, 
called the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC), was formed in 1983 to fight jurisdictional 
hurdles that made grizzly recovery nearly impossible.   
 
The IGBC coordinates efforts in the five known grizzly bear habitats in North America, producing 
substantial results.  As an example, the Yellowstone grizzly population has increased to over 600 
bears since the 30-50 that were known when the species was listed.  In the chief’s opinion, these 
results were only possible through partnering with federal, state, and local stakeholders, yielding the 
IGBC as a prime example of effective partnerships at work.  She closed by identifying that the 
coming challenges for America’s forests, including climate change and wildlife habitat loss, will be 
best addressed through quality partnerships. 
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A Few “Fellows” are Honored 
 

Eric �orland (l), �CSAF chair and Forest 

Service Chief Gail Kimbell (center) award 

Loren Ford with his certificate for SAF Fellow. 

Eric �orland (l), �CSAF chair and BLM 

Director Jim Caswell (center) congratulate 

Dwight Fielder on being nominated Fellow. 

Eric �orland (l), �CSAF chair and Forest 

Service Chief Gail Kimbell (center) honor 

Doug Crandall for his being selected a  

SAF Fellow. 
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2008 �CSAF Calendar of Events 
Date   Description      Contact 
 

November 13  NCSAF Luncheon and Program   Laura Schweitzer 
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Speaker: Jose Barreiro 
   National Museum of the American Indian 
 
November 18   NCSAF Executive Committee (meeting)  Eric Norland 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  Location: TBD 
 
November 20  NCSAF Fall Issue Forum    Rick Cooksey 
4:00 PM-5:30 PM 1302 Longworth House Office Building 
 
December 11  NCSAF Brown Bag Luncheon and Program  Laura Schweitzer 
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM “The 2010 National Report on the 
   Nation’s Forests: Draft report for 
   public comment and review 
 
December 2  Lighting of the Capitol Christmas Tree and  Eric Norland 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM SAF Holiday Reception (lighting ceremony at 5 PM)    
 
December 15  DC Forester deadline     Jennifer Plyler 
 
December 16   Joint 2008 & 2009 NCSAF Executive  Eric Norland 
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  Committees (location TBD)    E Lynn Burkett 
 



www.ncsaf.org 10 

2008 �CSAF Leadership Team 

Position  Individual’s 

�ame  

Phone number  E-mail address  

Chair  Eric Norland  W: (202) 401-5971 
H/M: (202) 641-4396  

enorland@csrees.usda.gov 

Chair Elect  E Lynn Burkett  W: (202) 785-6594 elynn_burkett@blm.gov 

Immediate Past Chair  Wilhelmina 
Bratton  

W: (202) 205-1144  
H: (703) 631-9434  

wbratton@fs.fed.us 

Treasurer  Richard Pardo  W: (703) 549-8700 x122 
M: (571) 215-2874 

rpardo@mris.com 

Secretary  Jessica McGlyn  W: (202) 861-9729 jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org 

Program Chair  Laura Schweitzer  W: (202) 737-1944 x219 
H/M: (202) 731-1445 

LSchweitzer@amfor.org 

Membership Chair  Jim Culbert  W: (202) 205-0854  
H: (703) 938-8736  

jculbert@fs.fed.us 

Phonathon Chair  Doug Crandall W: (202) 255-573 doug_crandall@yahoo.com 

Communication Chair  Terri Bates  W: (703) 538-1134  batesmt@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor  Jennifer Plyler  W: (202) 205-1777  
H: (301) 445-4815  

jplyler@fs.fed.us 

Webmaster Tim Resch  W: (202) 712-4453  
H: (703) 660-9292 

tresch@usaid.gov 

Tellers and Auditors Chair  Christy N. Kuczak W: (703) 358-1748  christy_kuczak@fws.gov  

Nominating and 
Professional Recognition 
Chair  

Andrea Bedell-
Loucks 
             

 

W: (202) 205-8336  abloucks@fs.fed.us 

Fundraising Chair  Dwight Fielder  W: (202) 452-7761 
H: (703) 534-6425 

dwight_fielder@blm.gov 

Historian  Doug MacCleery W: (202) 205-1745 dmaccleery@fs.fed.us  

Policy Chair  Rick Cooksey  W: (202) 205-1469  rcooksey@fs.fed.us 

Science and Technology 
Coordinator (WAS)  

Denise Ingram  W: (202) 205-3611  cdingram@fs.fed.us 

Wild Acres Liaison  Dick Fitzgerald  W: (202) 205-1753  
H: (703) 378-8114  

rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us 

SAF Council Representative Mary Coulombe   W: (703) 980-2122 
 

coulombe@cox.net  

 


