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DC Forester

September 2008
Gearing up for a Great Autumn
VOTE!

This is the last DC Forester you will receive prior to receiving a ballot to vote for national leadership and three NCSAF Officers: Chair-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Every year the election of NCSAF officers takes place with only a small proportion of our membership casting their votes.  I hope this year might be different.

I’ve been reading the book, “The World Without Us” during my morning commute into DC from Annapolis (no, I’m not driving and reading).  It describes what the world would probably be like and how the natural processes will eventually reduce the human-built environment to rubble.  One morning on the bus I got to thinking about “NCSAF without leadership.”

Here’s a picture of “NCSAF without leadership:”
No one to convene an executive committee comprised of dedicated members who have volunteered their time to their professional society by providing leadership for our many programs and projects.

No one to responsibly manage the financial resources of NCSAF.

No one to do the work of our “unsung hero” – our secretary

Wait – there’s more.  We are fortunate to have many volunteers to serve on committee that make things happen.  Without them:

No more monthly luncheons, fellowship, and programs.

No more keeping track of our members: who’s coming, who’s going, who hasn’t renewed their dues, and no more ordering and presenting years of membership pins and certificates.

No more compilation of nomination packages for members to be voted on for Fellow.

No more national telethon.

No more NCSAF web presence.

No more monthly DC Forester.

No more e-mail communiqués that keep the NCSAF membership informed of upcoming events and special announcements.

And the list could go on ….
Without willing and dedicated members who are willing to have their name put forth for the NCSAF election and all those un-elected, voluntary leaders who head up our projects, NCSAF would be….well, I don’t know.

This year, I hope you give careful consideration to the candidates, both national and NCSAF, and CAST YOUR VOTE.  Read their biographical sketches, consider their position statements, examine their previous service to SAF, make your choices, and VOTE.  You don’t have to personally know the candidates to make an informed decision and VOTE.

This year, voting will be even easier.  It will be done electronically for those with e-mail and web access.  Paper ballots will be sent to those without internet access.  No more putting the ballot in that pile of mail you intend to get to and no more losing the return envelope. Watch your mailboxes for the SAF ballots and VOTE.  Oh yeah, and don’t forget about Tuesday, November 4, either!

Eric Norland

NCSAF Chair
  Forestry Around the Potomac

As announced at the annual NCSAF business meeting on Sept. 11, the executive committee has decided to use some of its financial resources to support a mini-grants program.  Combined with personal and financial resources from other groups and organizations, projects would be undertaken that will enhance the District of Columbia urban watershed.  At this time, NCSAF is soliciting proposals for projects that would utilize from $1,000 to $3,000 in grant funding in 2009.  Continuing this grants program in future years will depend upon the availability of funding.

Projects must respond to one or more of NCSAF's strategic goals and also involve NCSAF members.  Proposals are currently being solicited from any interested organization, with a submission deadline to NCSAF of December 15th.  Proposals should be submitted to Andrea Bedell-Loucks (email: abloucks@fs.fed.us).   NCSAF members are requested to help spread the word by forwarding this information to likely organizations.

Full details can be found at the link at the top of the NCSAF home page - ncsaf.org
SAF National Convention
November 5-9, 2008 -- Reno-Tahoe Register Today!

Most Affordable! Convention Invitation:  Come to the SAF Convention in Reno, Nevada November 5-9, 2008.  This will be one of the MOST affordable conventions ever.  Both flights and room rates are extremely reasonable and access in and out of Reno is easy.  “Forestry in a Climate of Change” is the theme and the program will be exciting, interesting and educational! Registration is now open.
Whether you're a consultant, field forester, researcher, student, administrator, forest manager, or industry forestry professional – there's something for you. 
Build your own program by choosing from: 
- More than 250 speakers and 130 hours of scientific and technical sessions 
- 85 exhibitors showcasing the latest in forest technologies and products 

- 12 sponsored technology sessions 

- 9 technical field tours 

- 8 breakfast roundtables by business sector 

For a complete listing of activities, check out the convention brochure, visit, http://www.safnet.org/natcon-08/program 

CFE: Earn up to 30 CFE contact hours in Categories 1-CF, 1-FCA and 2. 

Register: Online, mail, or fax at http://www.safconvention.org/natcon-08/registration/index.cfm

Questions: Call (866) 897-8720 x 111 or email gleedc@safnet.org

Treasurer’s Report

8/15/08 to 9/15/08

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.

Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$16,648.57


Cash




     $100.00



Checking



  $9,120.04


       Total



 $25,868.61






           8/15/08 to 9/15/08
        Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                             

     Dues Disbursements                                         $130.00                           $1,610.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                            $280.00                           $1,055.00

     Raffles                                                                 $10.00                              $163.00

     Auction                                                              $475.00                           $2,362.00 

     Meeting  Fee                                                          $0.00                              $220.00

                                        _________                         _________

    Total Income                                                     $895.00
                       $5,410.00

 Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                            $0.00                             $297.72

       Luncheon meals                                               $330.55                          $1,320.05       

       SAF Leadership Academy                                  $0.00                             $250.00

       Capital Science 2008                                           $0.00                             $210.24

       Auction                                                                $0.00                               $25.00

       Miscellaneous                                                   
$0.00
                            $55.00                                                                                  __________                                                          _________                         ________

  Total Expenses                                 
                     $330.55                          $2,158.07

Net increase                                                              $544.45                          $3,251.93    








Richard Pardo








Treasurer

NCSAF Luncheon: August 19, 2008

Unique Challenges of the Urban Forest in the District of Columbia

Written by: Jake Reilly, American Forests


The August luncheon for the NCSAF, hosted by American Forests, featured Dr. Monica Lear.  Dr. Lear is the deputy associate director for urban forestry at the D.C.’s Urban Forestry Administration (UFA).  As part of the Department of Transportation, UFA’s primary role is the maintenance and care of street trees in the District, with over 140,000 tree spaces around the city.  The UFA also enforces tree regulations in public spaces, reviews plans and permits for street projects affecting trees, and responds to emergency situations relating to public trees.


Dr. Lear focused on some of the unique challenges of the urban forests in the nation’s capital and the innovative initiatives being undertaken by the UFA to ensure a bright future for the district’s public trees.  Most of the services administered by the UFA are actually carried out by private contractors, presenting particularly acute problems regarding communication of acceptable practices and timely execution of service needs.  Instances of sidewalk displacement have also caused access problems for the pedestrian public, and the placement of street signs in tree boxes introduces new challenges to aesthetically pleasing and ecology friendly urban forestry.


In order to combat these problems, the UFA is taking strong action.  A new public outreach campaign, complete with billboards and posters, is aimed at informing the public about the value of urban trees.  To ensure proper management practices, the 15 urban foresters in the administration are now armed with computer tablets equipped with UFA’s Tree Asset Management System and ArcView software to expedite the monitoring process and present a more holistic picture of D.C.’s urban forest.  Pilot projects using inventive rubber sidewalks are helping to solve the city’s sidewalk problems.  These resourceful ideas, along with over 17,000 trees added since 2005, are helping keep D.C.’s urban forests alive and well.

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events

Date


Description





Contact

October 1

National and NCSAF Election begins

Eric Norland

October 2 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October 9

NCSAF Luncheon and Program


Laura Schweitzer

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Speaker: Gail Kimbell, Chief, USDA Forest Service

October 17

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler

November 5-9

SAF National Convention



www.safnet.org



Reno/Tahoe, NV

November 13

NCSAF Luncheon and Program


Laura Schweitzer

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Speaker: Jose Barreiro



National Museum of the American Indian

November 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 18 

NCSAF Executive Committee (meeting)

Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Location: TBD

December TBD
NCSAF Luncheon and Program


Laura
Schweitzer

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
“The 2010 National Report on the




Nation’s Forests: Draft report for




public comment and review

December TBD
Lighting of the Capitol Christmas Tree and

(evening)

SAF Holiday Reception



Eric Norland

December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 18 

Joint 2008 & 2009 NCSAF Executive

Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  Committees (location TBD)



E Lynn Burkett
2008 NCSAF Leadership Team
	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: (202) 401-5971
H/M: (202) 641-4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Chair Elect 
	E Lynn Burkett 
	W: (202) 785-6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Wilhelmina Bratton 
	W: (202) 205-1144 
H: (703) 631-9434 
	wbratton@fs.fed.us

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: (703) 549-8700 x122
M: (571) 215-2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary 
	Jessica McGlyn 
	W: (202) 861-9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair 
	Laura Schweitzer 
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219 
H/M: (202) 731-1445
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Membership Chair 
	Jim Culbert 
	W: (202) 205-0854 
H: (703) 938-8736 
	jculbert@fs.fed.us

	Phonathon Chair 
	Doug Crandall
	W: (202) 255-573
	doug_crandall@yahoo.com

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: (703) 538-1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: (202) 205-1777 
H: (301) 445-4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453 
H: (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Christy N. Kuczak 
	W: (703) 358-1748 
	christy_kuczak@fws.gov 

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair 
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks

            

	W: (202) 205-8336 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: (202) 452-7761
H: (703) 534-6425
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: (202) 205-1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: (202) 205-1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: (202) 205-3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: (202) 205-1753 
H: (703) 378-8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Mary Coulombe 
	 W: (703) 980-2122


	coulombe@cox.net 
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