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April 2009
Phone-a-thon Kick Off is a Big Hit

On Wednesday, April 15th, the National Capital Chapter hosted their first of three phone-a-thon nights.  With a whopping 12 callers in attendance, we had quite a successful evening.  Many people just enjoyed having someone from SAF care enough to call. Others had not yet taken a moment to reply to the invoice or had a change in address.  Starting off with quite the spread from Pot Belly’s, Christopher Whited, the new SAF director of membership services, led the group in an orientation as to how to use the avant-garde phone system.  And then the calling started.  Hundreds of calls were made to our fellow SAF members across the country.  We looked like a professional call center, garnishing headsets wired to computers.  This year, SAF is piloting a new membership information and tracking system that is all digital.  And while the results seemed promising, we will report out the official results of our service project in the next DC Forester.  

We have two more nights of phone-a-thon (Tuesday, April 21st and Monday, April 27th), and we need volunteers.  Now more than ever in this difficult economy and job market, members need the networking and support of SAF.  You have the opportunity to not only help SAF maintain membership but to reach out to fellow members across the country and be that voice of support.  Good food, good company, and a good time—what more can you ask for.  Check the NCSAF website to see who already signed up for what dates.  Have you done your good deed for the day?  If you can spare a couple hours after work one night, please call Bryan Petit at (202) 720-7252 or send him an email at brp@obpa.usda.gov.  We will continue to have an orientation and dinner around 6-ish and make calls to members until about 8:30 or 9 each evening.  Seeking feedback from members and reminding them to pay their dues is the main way NCSAF supports our friends at the national office and across the country.   

April NCSAF Luncheon and Program

Date:

April, 29, 2009

Time:

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Location:
Lincoln Room of the Executive Dining Room, 3rd Floor Whitten Building



1400 Independence Avenue SW.

Format:
Buffet lunch fee of $17.00 payable to the NCSAF treasurer.
The February luncheon and program meeting of NCSAF will feature a presentation by Maia Enzer, Policy Director, Sustainable Northwest.  The title of Ms. Enzer’s presentation is, “The Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition: Defining Policy Solutions for the Natural Resources Challenges of the Rural West.”

Maia Enzer is the director of the Policy Program at Sustainable Northwest, located in Portland, Oregon.  Founded in 1994, Sustainable Northwest is dedicated to creating partnerships with rural communities and businesses to restore and maintain ecological health, balance diverse interests, and promote economic opportunities across the West.

Ms. Enzer’s work as policy director has focused on supporting and creating policies related to forest restoration and community economic development, with an emphasis on federal lands.  She founded and continues to lead the Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition, a group of more than 60 western and national non-profit, public, and private organizations that have joined together to promote balanced conservation-based approaches to the ecological and economic problems facing the rural West.

Maia has more than 13 years experience in bringing diverse stakeholders together to identify common ground around federal lands management issues.  Previously, she served as Sustainable Northwest's Director of the Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities Partnership (HFHC), a regional collaborative working to market the byproducts of forest restoration.

Prior to joining Sustainable Northwest, Ms. Enzer was the Director of Forest Policy at American Forests in Washington, D.C. (1993-2000).  She has also worked as an organizer for MASSPIRG and NYPIRG on state and local environmental issues (1989 to 1991).  Maia is currently serving on the Western Governors' Association Forest Health Advisory Council and the implementation group of the Oregon Federal Forestland Advisory Council.

Ms. Enzer’s previous board service includes the Communities Committee of the Seventh American Forest Congress (1997-2002), and the National Network of Forest Practitioners (2000-2005).   She is one of the editors on the book entitled, Understanding Community Based Forest Ecosystem Management, published by the Journal of Sustainable Forestry.

Ms. Enzer has a Masters degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies (1993) and a BA in Political Science from Union College (1989).

National Chapter Work Day at Wild Acres – Mark your Calendar

The National Chapter will have its spring work day at Wild Acres on Saturday, May 9. For a number of years members of the Chapter have helped at Wild Acres by cleaning up the grounds and helping to spruce up the area around the National Headquarters. We will start about 9 am and work to noon. The type of work includes weeding flower beds, pulling vines, spreading mulch, splitting some wood from the old oak tree out front etc. Lunch will be provided. If folks can bring some yard tools, rakes, spades, shovels, wheel barrows etc. that’ll help with supplies. Wear sturdy work clothes (close-toed shoes, long pants, sunscreen etc). There is plenty of work so we hope to have a good turn out. Join us for a day of fulfilling work and camaraderie! RSVP to Paula Randler by May 4th pbrandler@fs.fed.us so we can be sure we’ll have enough tools (and lunch!). Questions can be directed to Paula or Fitz at rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us. 

Trees for People Speaker Series on a Roll

The urban forestry speaker series Trees for People continues to bring innovative stories to the Yates building this spring. You can get in on the excitement by coming to the next Trees for People talks May 14th and May 21st. 

On May 14th, Dr. Kathy Wolf will be sharing her social science research with Trees, Mind, and Heart: Enriching our Cities. You know trees provide economic benefits by cleaning the air, filtering the water, and shading your air conditioner, now find out how they lower the cost of health care and make city-dwelling employees more productive. RSVP by May 12th if you lack federal ID.

May 21st we’ll have a special Trees for People talk with a trip out to the Pentagon Memorial. The Forest Service Living Memorials Project provides funding assistance and maps living memorials created in the wake of the 9/11 attacks. Join Matt Arnn and special guest Jim Hubbard at 1:30 in the Yates building for a quick discussion of the Living Memorials Project, followed by a bus trip to the Pentagon Memorial at 2 pm. Plan to stay with us until about 3:30. All should RSVP for this talk by May 15th for transportation purposes. 

Contact: Paula Randler, pbrandler@fs.fed.us
Web: http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf 
Forestry Around the Potomac Mini-grants Program:  AWARD ANNOUNCED

For its inaugural granting efforts, NCSAF is pleased to announce the award of $1500 to Black Cat Ivy and Friends of Rock Creeks’ Environment (FORCE) in support of their work to promote a healthy and sustainable Rock Creek watershed.   

In October 2008, NCSAF announced its new mini-grants program to support projects undertaken within the District of Columbia urban watershed.  With ties to each of NCSAF’s strategic goals, submissions were evaluated on overall design and purpose, community need and involvement, transferable practices and lesson-sharing, and appropriate and leveraged financials.

The award was announced in March 2009 for a partnered effort involving the removal of invasive species.  Focused on specific corridors within the Rock Creek area of Washington DC, Black Cat Ivy and FORCE intend to raise awareness of the devastating impact of invasive plant species on the urban forest, particularly among a unique set of Washington DC-landowners—foreign governments with embassies and ambassadors’ residences on properties adjacent to the Park and Highway.

The grant will be used to fund a daylong educational program designed for embassy personnel, particularly those responsible for property operations and maintenance, and the general public.  The morning will involve a seminar on the role of urban forests, the importance of the Rock Creek watershed, and invasive plant species. In the afternoon, participants will be involved in an active demonstration, utilizing safe and effective techniques to remove invasive plants from trees and grounds around select embassy and ambassador properties.  

NCSAF is pleased to support an educational and on-the-ground service that also fosters a collaborative and cooperative relationship between city residents, users of Rock Creek and those interested in environmental issues.  As the project moves forward, we encourage members to become engaged in events and learning sessions.  Details on dates and locations are forthcoming.

For more information, please contact Andrea Bedell Loucks (abloucks@fs.fed.us) or visit the organizational websites:  Black Cat Ivy (http://www.blackcativy.com/) and FORCE (http://www.friendsofrockcreek.org/).

2009 NCSAF Calendar of Events
Date


Description





Contact

April 19

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E. Lynn Burket



Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

April 29

NCSAF luncheon (Whitten Bldg.)


Jon Menten

Maia Enzer, Sustainable Northwest The Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition: Defining Policy Solutions for the Natural Resources Challenges of the Rural West
May 9


NCSAF Workday at Wild Acres


Richard Fitzgerald

May 14

Arthur "Butch" Blaze




Jon Menten




NM state forester




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

May 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
June 11

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

June 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
July 9


Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell


E.Lynn Burket



Location TBD

August 13

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

August 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 10 

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
October 8

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

October 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 12

Native American Heritage



Jon Menten

November 13

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 10

NCSAF holiday party




E.Lynn Burket




and tree lighting ceremony, Longworth Bldg.


December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
2009 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Chair Elect 
	Michael Mortimer 
	W: 703 538-3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: 202 401 5971
H/M: 202 641 4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: 703 549 8700 x122
M: 571 215 2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jessica McGlyn
	W: 202 778 9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	Loren Ford 
	W: 703 605-4478 
H: 703 369-4792 
	lbford@fs.fed.us
lorenb.ford@gmail.com

	Phonathon Chair 
	Bryan Petit
	H: 760 294 3139
W: 202 720 7252
	brp@obpa.usda.gov

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: 202 205 1751 
H: 301 445 4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
W: 202 463 2753 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 541 464 3214
H: 541 464 0295
	outfielder@verizon.net

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: 202 205 1753 
H: 703 378 8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Kenneth Jolly
	W: 401 260 8505 
H: 410 263 1989 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
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