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January 2009
Happy and Healthy New Year!

Welcome to the 93rd year of the “Baked Apple Club” or in 1982 called the National Capitol Society of American Foresters.  As 2009 chair, I have the great honor of representing our state society members and the privilege to help organize and work with a uniquely professional and energetic executive team.  I look forward to working with each of you to make this an interesting and fulfilling year. 

In this exciting time of change we have the continued opportunity to bring the NCSAF into the forefront of natural resource issues.  Common language around the Washington D.C. area concerning climate change, carbon sequestration, sustainability, bio-fuels, and the fractionalization of lands are directly connected to the management and health of forests. It is my hope that NCSAF can work in concert with the national office to be the “go to” professional organization for questions and policy advice concerning forestry issues from the public, from the academic community, our colleagues from other natural resource fields and from political representatives.

This is your organization.  I encourage and challenge you to give some of your time to our organization based on the premise of, “it is what you make it”.   I have asked each of the executive committee members to find someone in the NCSAF that might be interested in their position next year and to guide them in the program through the coming year. 

Just a few reminders: 

The next SAF Leadership Academy is taking place in Idaho, April 4-7, 2009.   Please apply by March 20 to receive the discounted registration.  If you are interested in becoming an officer in the future or wish to expand your leadership capability, I encourage you to attend.  Please see the national SAF website or ask someone in the NCSAF who has already attended.  I can tell you first hand that it is a valuable experience and can be of benefit to someone in any stage of their career.

Nominations for SAF Fellow are due by January 31, 2009.  If you are interested in more information about this award, please contact Andrea Bedell-Loucks at (202) 205-8336 or the national office. 

The first Executive Committee planning meeting will take place January 24, 2009 at Wild Acres.

I anticipate an interesting and inspiring year and I hope that each of you claim a part in it.

NCSAF Chair
ELynn Burkett

December 2008 Council Meeting Highlights

( Michael Goergen, Executive Vice President and CEO, informed Council of SAF’s current involvement with the Obama Administration’s Environmental Transition Team, including testimony, staff meetings, and one-page position papers.  Of particular note, SAF was the only forestry organization invited to present testimony to the Environmental Transition Team as of the date of the December Council meeting.  (Note: copies of transition documents are posted on the SAF’s website, under the “Policy and Press” tab).

( Council approved the site for the 2011 National Convention, which will be Honolulu, Hawaii.  Council also received a report on the SAF National Convention, which was very well attended (more than 1,600 attendees), as well as an update on plans for the 2009 SAF National Convention in Orlando.  The Orlando keynote speaker will be Charles Mann, author of the non-fiction book 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus.
( Four new SAF staff members were introduced:  Chris Whited, director, Membership/Marketing; Corey Hughley, information technology/member database; Rita Perchikova, accounting; and Erica Rhoad, director of forest policy.  None of these are new positions; SAF experienced turnover in all of these positions during 2008, and these are the individuals who will be taking over these roles for the future. 

( Council reviewed the property sale situation/plans for the immediate and long-term future.  Due to the current national economic situation and poor real estate markets, no further sales activity is anticipated until markets rebound.  The long-term plan remains to maximize the property asset value for member benefits, including sale of the property if a positive opportunity becomes available.

( Council reviewed SAF financial performance for 2008, and approved the 2009 budget.  SAF should end 2008 with an approximate $50,000 positive balance in operating expenses.  council also formally adopted the revised strategic plan (which had been under development in 2008), and asked Staff to provide more details on strategic action items in early 2009 for further discussion and inclusion in the 2010 budget.

( Council reviewed current progress and future opportunities related to a variety of policy initiatives, including forest carbon solutions, renewable fuels standard and bio-fuels, Farm Bill rule-making, and green jobs. Council also approved four position statements (Biological Diversity in Forest Ecosystems; Urban Forestry; Forest Management and Climate Change; and Forest Offset Projects in a Carbon Trading System).  Also discussed was a request from John Fedkiv, an Allegheny SAF member, to initiate some follow-up items related to the SAF 1992 Task Force on Sustaining Long-Term Forest Health and Productivity Report.

( Council received/discussed reports from HSD, FSTB, and the SEC.  Also discussed was: a response from the Certification Review Board to member concerns regarding administrative procedures related to the Certified Forester program and exam; a report from the leadership development committee; an update on the communication committee’s work on the new effort to target urban audiences with positive forestry messaging and the new “Trees are the Answer” campaign.

( Council received a report from Chris Whited, director of Membership/Marketing, regarding the six-point plan he has developed to improve membership retention and recruitment.  Also presented for review were several new membership retention and recruitment publications.

( Council approved four amendments to the technical school accreditation process, and received a variety of committee and district reports.
The first council meeting of the new year is scheduled for February 21-22, 2009.  Please let me know if there is anything you want to bring to my attention before this meeting.

Once again, thanks for all each of you do as members of SAF to advance the profession of forestry, and for the opportunity to serve you on council during 2009-2011.  Best wishes for a productive New Year in 2009!

Kenneth Jolly
District VII Council Representative

Treasurer’s Report

12/13//08 through 1/15/09
Note: These monthly reports are timed to meet DC Forester publication dates, so are mid-month to mid-month each time. For that reason the year to date figures below are actually those at the end of 2008. The 2009 numbers will begin to show next month, along with the new budget for 2009. If you have any questions, contact Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com. 

.             
Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$13,892.96


Cash




     $100.00


Savings  Account  (CD)                       $3,146.89

            Checking  Account                               $3,254.17
 

       Total



            $20,394.02






       12/13/08  thru 01/15/09
        Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                             

     Dues Disbursements                                           $0.00                            $1,610.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                             $0..00                           $1,217.00

     Raffles                                                                 $0.00                               $163.00

     Auction                                                                $0.00                           $2,362.00 

     Meeting  Fee                                                      $85.00                              $305.00
     Matured CD



          $0.00

          $3,146.89

Total income                                                            $85.00                          $8,788.80
Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                            $0.00                             $414.70

       Luncheon meals                                                  $0.00                          $1,511.40

       SAF Leadership Academy                                  $0.00                             $250.00

       Capital Science 2008                                           $0.00                             $210.24

       Auction                                                                $0.00                               $25.00

       Miscellaneous                                             
$0.00
                            $55.00                                                                                  

       HSD Assessment                                                 $0.00                             $149.05                                                                                            

       Forest Forums Catering                                       $0.00        
 
$1,225.25
       Holiday Party Catering                                        $0.00         
       
$3,998.50
       SAF convention                                                   $0.00                             $530.99
        DC Forester                                                        $0.00                               $54.63
        Deposit  reimbursement                                      $0.00

    
   $495.00                            

        Ballot postage                                                    $10.92                               $10.92

  Total Expenses                                 
                        $10.92                         $8,425.68  

Net increase (decrease)                                               $10.92                            $365.12  












    Richard Pardo








Treasurer

Treasurer’s 2008 Year-End Budget Summary Report
1/1/08 through 12/31/08

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mtis.com or any member of the executive committee.                       

The NCSAF  balance sheet as of 1/15/09 consists of  $3,254.17 in an ACFU checking account, $100.00 in petty cash, a savings account balance of $3,146.89 derived from cashing in one CD in 2008, and four CD certificates totaling $13,892.96 for total assets of $20,394.02. Our liabilities are zero giving us an equity of the aforementioned assets of $20,394.02.

In 2008 we had income of $8,788.80 and expenses of $8,425.68 for a net gain in assets of $365.12. whereas the 2008 budget projection included an estimated loss of $1,310.00  That budget did included as income the CD which was cashed in and which now appears in the monthly treasurer’s reports  as our savings account of $3,146.89  For the purpose if this exercise, I am including the CD as 2008 income in order to match the 2008 budget income items.

The 2008 Budget

Projected Expenses


  $12,670.00
    Awards recognition


       $250.00


    Congressional outreach                              $0.00


    Foresters Fund                                        $260.00


    Holiday Party
 
 
     $4,000.00


    HSD Assessment


        $150.00


    Luncheon Meals


      $4,000.00


    Mailing



         $250.00


    WAS Capsci Conference      
         $300.00



    Misc Expenses


         $100.00



Projected Income


    $11,360.00


      Auction Income       

       $2,200.00


      Dues Disbursement

       $2,200.00


      Interest and Dividends

          $100.00


      Luncheon Receipts
                    $3,500.00



      Maturing CD


      $33,360.00


      Other Income                                              $0.00

           Difference  



      (-1,310.00)

     The 2008 Balance Sheet

Compared with the 2008 budget estimates, incomes and expenses for meals were down substantially because fewer of the luncheon meetings were catered this year. The meeting fee was added at several non-catered luncheons to help defray other meeting  expenses. As in the past, no income was derived from the holiday party.  

Some other non-budget items included three leadership academy registrations, catering of two fall forums on the SAF climate change report for congressional staff and SAF members, and national SAF convention. Expenses for the NCSAF  chairperson-elect.

Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$13,892.96

Cash




     $100.00


Savings  Account  (CD)                        $3,146.89

            Checking  Account                               $3,254.17
 

       Total



            $20,394.02

Income                                                      01/01/08  to 12/31/08
     Dues Disbursements                                     $1,610.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                        $1,217.00

     Raffles                                                              $163.00

     Auction                                                          $2,362.00 

     Meeting  Fee                                                     $305.00
     Maturing CD



   $3,131.80

Total income                                                      $8,788.80
Expenses                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

      Awards-Recognition                                          $414.70

       Luncheon meals                                             $1,511.40       

       SAF Leadership Academy                                $250.00

       Capital Science 2008                                         $210.24

       Auction                                                                $25.00

       Miscellaneous                                                      $55.00                                                                                  

       HSD Assessment                                                $149.05                                                                                            

       Forest Forums Catering                                   $1,225.25
       Holiday Party Catering                                    $3,998.50
       SAF convention                                                  $530.99
        DC Forester                                                        $54.63
        Ballot  postage                                                     $10.92

  Total Expenses                                 
                    $8,425.68 

Net increase (decrease)                                               $365.12   

NCSAF Science & Technology Coordinator/WAS Liaison

Summary of 2008 Activities – C. Denise Ingram

Capital Science 2008
Every two years, the Washington Academy of Sciences and its affiliates present Capital Science, a pan-affiliate conference that showcases leading research and scientific expertise in the nation’s capital. The 2008 Capital Science was held at the National Science Foundation conference facility in Arlington, Virginia for two days in March. The NCSAF session at the conference was held on Saturday, March 29. The session included the following topics by three speakers from three natural resources societies:

Dr. David Trauger – “Implications of Peak Oil for Professional Societies and Conservation Organizations”, Society for Conservation Biology, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Christopher Farley – “Land Use, Forests and Agriculture in a Post-Kyoto Change Climate Agreement: Prospects and Implications for Natural Resources Management”,
National Capital Society of American Foresters, USDA Forest Service

Nick LaPointe – “Non-indigenous Species Introduction – Benefit or Threat?”, 
American Fisheries Society, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
The session was moderated by NCSAF S&T Coordinator. The NCSAF provided travel and registration support for all three of the speakers. The national office of SAF provided brochures and publications for the afternoon portion of the session. The NCSAF Capital Science session information and presentations were posted also on the NCSAF website.

Washington Academy of Sciences - Liaison Activities

The NCSAF S&T Coordinator was elected as a Member-at-Large to the Academy for 2008 and re-elected for 2009. She attended meetings of the WAS Board of Managers meetings in her Liaison and Member-at-Large capacities.

The NCSAF S&T Coordinator participated in The Academy’s “STARS” program as a Grand Finals judge for the Eleanor Roosevelt High School science fair on Wednesday, February 6, 2008. Ingram was one of eight judges of the top fifteen science projects, out of more than 500 entries. Generous cash awards were also provided by WAS. It was encouraging to see that more than 70 projects addressed environmental sciences and other natural resources related questions. The WAS "STARS" Program is actively involved in several area Secondary School Science Programs. This includes Science Fairs at Elementary, Middle, and High Schools, a 22-school Robotics competition, and a Space Science Summer camp. 

NCSAF Activities
The S&T Coordinator, as per the NCSAF by-laws, is also a member of the program committee and contributed to the development and coordination of science topics for the 2008 luncheon speaker series. 

A REMINDER: National Report on Sustainable Forests 
Released for Review and Comment

The draft National Report on Sustainable Forests: 2010 was released at the NCSAF December meeting and is now available electronically at http://www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/2010SustainabilityReport.  Public review and comment on the draft report is encouraged and welcomed by the USDA Forest Service. The comment period closes April 10, 2009. Instructions on how to provide comments are contained in the front of the report.

Don’t be overwhelmed by its length.  Find the sections that you are most interested in or have expertise and provide feedback to the Forest Service.  This is our 120-day opportunity to help make this report the best it can be.

2009 NCSAF Calendar of Events
Date


Description





Contact

January, 24

The first Executive Committee planning meeting
E.Lynn Burkett




National SAF Office at Wild Acres


elynn_burkett@blm.gov 

January 31

Pre-nomination packages for SAF Fellow due to 
Andrea Bedell-Loucks

District VII Fellows Committee


abloucks@fs.fed.us
February 

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler










jplyler@fs.fed.us 

March


DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
April


DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
May


DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
June 


DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
August


DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
October 

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
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