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It’s been an interesting year for council, as the first council meeting of 2010 that was scheduled for February 6 and 7 at the SAF headquarters office in Bethesda was cancelled due to the 20+ inches of snow that fell that weekend.  As a result, council conducted three conference calls during the first five months of the year to accomplish interim business, and the first face-to-face council meeting of 2010 was held on June 12 and 13 in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  One additional conference call was held in late July.  Here the highlights from the agenda items that council has covered to date in 2010: 

SAF Ring Program:  Council approved moving forward with the ring program, which was officially launched in June.  The SAF ring program is intended to build professional forester recognition, and also to establish a new “tradition” to welcome and commend the commitment of graduating forestry students as they enter into the profession.  If you haven’t had a chance to check out the ring program yet, be sure to do so soon!  

SAF Paver Program:  SAF also launched the new Gifford Pinchot forestry building paver Program in June, which is intended to generate funding to complete a variety of necessary maintenance and restoration projects at SAF’s national headquarters office.  Please consider purchasing a commemorative paver and supporting this much needed effort!

Professional Recognition:  Council approved the election of the 2010 Fellow nominations, and special congratulations to Michael J. Mortimer for his election to Fellow from NCSAF!  Thanks also to the NCSAF professional recognition committee for advancing Michael’s nomination for election.  As part of the on-going effort to improve the Fellows review process, council approved some refinements to the Fellows nomination forms, which will be in place for 2011.  Council also selected the recipients of several national awards.  

Proposed Haiti Reforestation Project:  You may recall that earlier this year SAF submitted a grant proposal to explore potential reforestation projects in Haiti, in wake of the devastating earthquake that occurred there earlier this year.  After further interaction with other international development experts and organizations, it has been determined that the best role for SAF is to help Haiti through coordination of SAF member’s expertise in tree improvement and nursery operations.  Another positive outcome of this effort was that it has enabled SAF to strengthen relationships with various partners, which may lead to other potential international reforestation efforts in the future. 

National Office Staff:  A few important staff changes have occurred at the national office.  Terry Clark, director of Science and Education retired.  New staff will soon be in place to fulfill the critical duties of this position.  Additionally, as part of SAF’s new approach to advertising and corporate relations, this staff function has been outsourced to a new firm that will be creating new partnerships to enhance benefits to members and advertisers.

2010 Budget and Membership Dues:  At this point in the year, 2010 revenues and expenses are on track.  However, since the 2010 budget approved by council was a deficit budget, council and national staff have been looking at a variety of options for increasing revenues.  One of the options that council has decided to pursue is to better structure SAF dues to ensure the long-term financial stability of SAF.  Based on a dues plan that was adopted and approved by council back in 1997 (but wasn’t fully implemented), dues would be structured so that a planned 15 percent increase would be implemented every five years to compensate for inflation.  This would allow SAF to keep up with increasing operational costs, and members would know what to expect in regards to planned dues increases.  The proposed change would take effect in 2012 if approved.  This dues proposal will be presented for consideration at the House of Society Delegates (HSD) meeting at the national convention in Albuquerque, and council will follow-up on the proposal at the December 2010 council meeting.

Student Loyalty Program:  Council also agreed to abolish the graduate loyalty dues program as it currently exists, and to create a new incentive program for students to become SAF members.  Student members would be charged the student rate until they are employed in a forestry or forestry-related field.  Once they have secured their first employment in the field of forestry, they would be moved into the new members rate for five years, after which they would be pay the full membership rate.  The intention is to increase the number of graduating students who are members of SAF while they search for their first professional position.  

Strategic Planning:  Council continued its efforts to refine and “institutionalize” the strategic planning process at the June meeting to ensure SAF appropriately addresses the highest priority issues facing the profession.  Part of this effort is to develop the appropriate processes to incorporate emerging issues that are identified through the Forest Science and Technology Board, the Committee on Forest Policy, or through any other unit of SAF.

Policy:  Council had an extensive discussion on current legislative and Environmental Protection Agency proposals related biomass energy and offsets.  Based on the significant importance of this issue, council approved the creation of a new task force to address forest climate change offsets and use of forest biomass for energy.  Also approved were up-dates to two position statements:  State Programs to Credential Foresters and Public Regulation of Private Forest Practices.

Other items:  Council voted to amend the ethics committee charter; received a progress report on plans for the national convention in Albuquerque; and reviewed the current membership plan and some various options for membership plan alternatives.

The next council meeting will be held in Albuquerque at the convention in October.  As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the items above, or if there is anything else that you want to bring to my attention.  I greatly appreciate hearing from you with any comments and suggestions you may have for advancing the mission of SAF.  
Kenneth Jolly
District VII Council Representative

New Phonathon Chair Announced
Paula Randler has volunteered to be the phonathon chair! Thanks to Paula and thanks to Brian Petit for your service to NCSAF as the former phonathon chair. Paula has also assumed the Wild Acres Liaison from Dick Fitzgerald. Thanks Dick for your service.
Looking to Volunteer? 
Here is your chance to give back to NCSAF
It is that time of year again when NCSAF seeks interested candidates to fill leadership positions on the executive committee for 2011. Specifically, we are accepting nominations for vice chair, secretary, and treasurer. This is a great opportunity to serve your local chapter, help drive its future direction, and interact with others who share your passion for forestry! A full description of the responsibilities of these positions is available on the NCSAF website at http://www.ncsaf.org/structure.htm. Note that the 2011 vice chair serves as the chair in 2012. 

You can nominate yourself or someone else. Nomination packages should include a statement that highlights your current professional position, SAF activities, professional accomplishments, and community activities. You may also submit a photo. The deadline for submitting a nomination is August 23. Nomination packages should be emailed to Nadine Block, nominations and professional recognition chair, at nadine.block@sfiprogram.org. Questions about the positions or process should also be directed to Nadine.

Candidate information will be distributed to our membership via electronic ballot in October.

In addition, if you are looking for an opportunity to participate sooner than 2011. We are also looking for volunteers to serve on the program committee (which coordinates the luncheon speaker series) and we are looking to fill the open slots of newsletter editor and membership chair. Interested volunteers in the program committee should contact Program Chair Bryan Petit at brp@obpa.usda.gov. Interested volunteers for the newsletter editor and membership chair should contact NCSAF Chair Mike Mortimer at mortimer@vt.edu.

NCSAF Offers Scholarship to SAF National Convention

Forest and People-- A Watershed Event

NCSAF is accepting applications and nominations for the 2010 NCSAF annual convention scholarship(s). This year’s annual convention will be held in Albuquerque, NM from October 27 through October 31. Convention details can be found at: http://www.safnet.org/natcon10/index.cfm
The SAF National Convention is an excellent opportunity for early career foresters to exchange ideas, learn about the latest research, and network with more than 1,500 forestry and natural resource professionals. Past NCSAF scholarship recipient, Darrel Pendris, indicated, “I reflected most on the most valuable but least tangible of assets reaped at the convention – relationships with other people. These are incredibly important to the arc of our profession, in whatever form it manifests, and I hope that future NCSAF neophytes may learn and benefit from this as I have.”  

The number and amount of scholarships available will be based on the number of applications. Preference will be given to first-time convention attendees. All applications will be evaluated based on whether the applicant:

· Is an NCSAF member under 40 years old

· Possesses leadership potential within NCSAF

· Has been actively engaged in NCSAF related activities

Please send a brief biography and a statement that addresses the evaluation criteria along with your interest in (and what you hope to gain by) attending the convention.  Applications should be sent to Jake Donnay (jdonnay@stateforesters.org) no later than August 27, 2010. Scholarship recipients will be notified by September 3. 

Get Happy at NCSAF's Happy Hour
Come recover from a hard Labor Day weekend and join your NCSAF colleagues for fun, food and beverages at Regional Food and Drink (RFD), located at 810 NW 7th Street, near the Gallery Place/Chinatown metro station on September 8 at 5:30 pm.  RFD has one of Washington DC's largest selection of draft beers, and happy hour specials running from 4 pm-7 pm.  Contact Chris Farley at cfarley@fs.fed.us or (703) 626-0647 with any questions or more details.

Treasurer’s Report

0716/10 through 08/13/10

Again a brief treasurer’s report this month since only one transaction occurred during this period: an additional  payment of $127.50 dues reimbursement from SAF.  Total expenses to date are $400.00: $150.00 for frames and a $250.00 contribution to the Boy Scout Jamboree. Total income to date is from three dues distributions from SAF totaling $2,105.50  and dividends of  $328.97 for a total income of  $2,434.47.

As of  today our financial balance sheet is as follows:

   Certificates of deposit:        $14,907.67 

   Cash                                         $100.00

   Savings Account:                  $1,000.86

   Checking Account:               $2,612.17
Total                           $18,620.70

If  you  have any questions contact Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.









           Richard Pardo

Treasurer

Thinking Beyond the Boundary Paint: 
Landscape Scale Management in the Central Appalachians

West Virginia Division of the Society of American Foresters Summer meeting
Where: Hawks Nest State Park; September 2-3, 2010 

Meeting theme: "Thinking beyond the boundary Paint"
Lodging: 31 rooms are being held for this meeting at the Hawks Nest State Park lodge (304-658-5212). Rooms are $69 plus tax, which are reserved under "WV Society of American Foresters." Room rate expires August 9. If you are unable to reserve a room at Hawks Nest, there are several hotels within a short drive in Fayetteville, WV or Oak Hill, WV. 

Who to pay: Checks for registration should be mailed to: Charles Copeland, Rt. 1 Box 140 F, Harrisville, WV 26362. Questions, contact Charles at (304) 643-5265 or copeland@ruralnet.org 
If you are interested in taking a river trip with the Class VI Mountain River (www.class-vi.com/site/canopy_tour.html) outfitters, please contact Dave McGill at (304) 293-5930 or dmcgill@wvu.edu as soon as possible to reserve a space. 
	Washington Academy of Sciences
Join Us for a Special Presentation 

 You are invited to attend the talk

 Global Reef Expedition: Assessing Coral Reef Resilience 

by Capt. Philip Reynaud, SUN(ret), Executive Director and Andrew Bruckner, Chief Scientist of the Living Oceans Foundation

 on Thursday, Sept. 16 

at 1200 New York Ave. Washington DC (use the 12th St. Entrance).

The talk will begin at 7:00 PM, preceded by a reception at 6:30. Those who attended Casco 2010 will be admitted without charge, for all others, the fee is $5.00. 

RSVP by Sept. 13. (Space is limited) 

to

coral.reefs@washacadsci.org 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SEE:

  http://www.washacadsci.org/Living%20Oceans%20Foundation.htm 

 

	

	


Calendar of Events for 2010

September 8



NCSAF Happy Hour


Chris Farley






5:30 pm until ?? at 






Regional Food and Drink

September 15



DC Forester deadline


Newsletter Editor











To be determined 
October 15



DC Forester deadline


Newsletter Editor











To be determined 
October 27-31



SAF National Convention
http://www.safnet.org/natcon10/index.cfm






Albuquerque, NM

November 15



DC Forester deadline


Newsletter Editor











To be determined 
December 15



DC Forester deadline


Newsletter Editor











To be determined 
2010 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM
	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	Michael Mortimer
	W: 703 538 3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Chair Elect 
	Chris Farley
	W: 703 626 0647
	cfarley@fs.fed.us

	Immediate Past Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	H: 703 765 2386
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jake Donnay
	W: 703 549 8700    H: 202 302 0757
	jdonnay@stateforesters.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	TBD
	W: 

	


	Phonathon Chair 
	Paula Randler
	W: 202 401 4489 
	pbrandler@fs.fed.us

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	TBD 
	W: 
H: 
	

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
                                  W: 202 596 3456 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 202 912 7230
	outfielder@verizon.net

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Paula Randler 
	W: 202 401 4489 

	pbrandler@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Kenneth Jolly
	W: 410 260 8502 
H: 410 263 1989 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
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