
mow it.  Once it got to a few 

feet tall it was much less vul-

nerable to mowing, but it has 

survived numerous snow and 

ice storms.  Whenever I visit-

ed my parents’ home, I 

would always take a look at 

this tree and was pleased to 

see it doing well.  There is 

something about planting a 

tree and watching it grow. 

There are the experiences of 

being in a special stand of 

trees or forest and commun-

ing with nature and the out-

doors.  As foresters we all 

have those places clearly 

imprinted such that we can 

conjure images, smells, and 

sensations we felt in those 

special places.  Sometimes 

we get to go back to visit, 

but other times those places 

are just memories that we 

can enjoy and relive. 

The landscape scale can also 

be a powerful reminder of 

times and places we have 

experienced and enjoyed.  

For me this is often a view 

from a mountain, river, lake, 

trail or road.  The views and 

vistas that inspire us and... 

We relate to trees and for-

ests in many ways and at a 

variety of scales.  The photo 

that accompanies this article 

shows a red pine planted by 

a fifth grade school kid in 

Massachusetts in 1961.  It 

was one of two seedlings 

sent home with every student 

that year.  I wonder how 

many are still alive?  This 

tree didn’t receive any par-

ticular care other than mak-

ing sure my Dad and I didn’t 

“Tree, Forest, Landscape”  - A Word from the Chair 

NCSAF Phone-a-thon Reaches out to Members 

Thanks to the folks who came out on April __ 

for the annual phone-a-thon this year.  Five 

National Capital members made 143 phone 

calls to SAF members around the country who 

missed renewing their memberships. From those 

calls, 17 members renewed their annual mem-

berships, and 119  people happily re-

ceived a reminder to send in their form. If 

you missed us this year, watch for an 

email next spring! 

—Paula Randler, 2012 Service Chair— 
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Coffee and machetes in hand, a few early 

birds got to work chopping invasives from the 

parking lot island at Wild Acres, SAF's head-

quarters in Bethesda. Knowing that some na-

tives had been planted on this half a few 

years ago, we tried to be more selective 

about cutting things down, but curling vines 

sometimes made saving their native prey too 

difficult.  

Slowly, the full crew trickled in. More machet-

es, long-handled pruners, and sharp clippers 

were added to a couple of chainsaws and 

many hard-working hands. In all, 17 of us put 

our efforts into clearing the low brush and 

vines from the island.  

As always, SAF HQ fed us well. We enjoyed 

pizza and barbecue, and got to know one 

another without our ear plugs in. It was nice 

meeting some SAF members from far-flung 

chapters who are in DC on detail.  

After lunch, we headed back to complete the 

chipping. We'd left some big piles of brush on 

the ground! With last year's hard work as our 

inspiration, we pointed the chipper chute on 

the prolific wisteria growing in the sunny top 

half. All in all, last year's work seems to have 

stood the test of a warm winter and long 

spring.  

Tired and dirty, we admired our work and the 

crew started drifting for home. It's always 

nice to enjoy a spring day at our SAF home, 

and we're lucky to be able to serve our Soci-

ety in such a fun, productive way. Thanks to 

all who came! 

—Paula Randler— 

Wild Acres gets a Helping Hand 
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THANKS TO THE VOLUNTEERS: 

Bryan Petit 

Ted Beauvais  

Andy Mason 

Darrel Pendris 

Chris Farley 

ELynn Burkett 

Elyzabeth Earnley (non 

member) 

Dave Wigglesworth 

Coreen Francis (member, on 

detail here) 

Diane Walker  

James Eierdam  

Tim Culbreth  

Dwight fielder 

Jeff Bradley 

John Barnwell 

Mike Bechdolt (member, on 

detail here) 

Paula Randler 



family can’t or won’t” – 

meaning they can take on 

risks like partial ownership of 

a new bioenergy facility in 

order to stimulate a market 

for a forest-dependent com-

munity. Carlton emphasized 

that the U.S. Endowment 

strives to do a few big things 

rather than many random 

acts, which he feels enables 

them to make a bigger dif-

ference. The U.S. Endowment 

is currently focused on the 

following initiatives: forest 

health, regional investments, 

traditional markets, emerging 

markets (especially water), 

wood-to-energy, and forest 

Carlton Owen, President and 

CEO of the U.S. Endowment 

for Forestry and Communities, 

spoke to the NCSAF chapter 

on April 24 about the U.S. 

Endowment’s successes over 

the last five years and its 

plans for the future. The U.S. 

Endowment was established 

in 2006 from the softwood 

lumber agreement with Can-

ada, and is focused on sup-

porting healthy, working for-

ests and vibrant, forest-

reliant communities. The or-

ganization is structured as a 

public charity, and therefore 

Carlton explained they “can 

do what others in the forestry 

retention. Carlton urged part-

nerships to get their work 

done and he solicited ideas 

from the audience on current 

and potential future U.S. En-

dowment projects. 

Carlton Owen Shares U.S. Endowment’s Successes and Challenges  
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DID YOU KNOW 

THAT YOU CAN 

SUPPORT NCSAF BY 

SHOPPING AT 

AMAZON.COM?  

SIMPLY CLICK 

THROUGH THE 

BANNER LINK AT 

http://www.ncsaf.org/

Amazon.htm 

 

A PERCENTAGE OF 

YOUR PURCHASE 

WILL GO TO NCSAF 

TO HELP FUND OUR 

PROGRAMS.  
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(Continued from Page 1)   

help us to recharge our connections to nature are part of who 

we are and what we do. 

I think of this as the softer side of forestry – the part that doesn’t 

fit into economic models or a discussion of environmental bene-

fits.  But these experiences are often what motivated us to pur-

sue our chosen profession and help to keep us jazzed about who 

we are and what we do.  And it’s not just foresters – many peo-

ple have similar experiences with trees, forests and landscapes 

that are important to them and their family stories.  In some cas-

es these are places where friends and family members returned 

after going to war – and sometimes the places were the sur-

viving friends and family visit to relive the experiences they 

shared with someone who didn’t come back.   Memorial Day 

is a time to reflect and honor those who have served in the 

armed forces, and part of that is remembering the trees, for-

ests and landscapes they enjoyed.  Let’s get together and visit 

those places and tell those stories.  Let’s do what we can to 

make sure there will be healthy and beautiful forests for the 

next generation.  

—Ted Beauvais is the 2012 Chair of NCSAF— 

“Trees, Forests and Landscapes” continued...  
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Visit NCSAF online at:   www.NCSAF.org 

The Foresters’ Fund Committee is requesting donations for the 

silent auction and raffle at the SAF National Convention in Spo-

kane, WA to be held from October 22 – 26, 2012.  They are 

looking for anything of value and interest to SAF members and 

spouses.   

Books, clothing, local products, paintings, forestry tools (old or 

new), equipment, artwork, carvings, items made of wood, 

etc.  You can designate your donation to two different funds:  

1) The Foresters’ Fund was started in 1962 to promote educa-

tion and enhance public understanding of the forestry pro-

fession.  Annually the Fund provides $30,000 - $40,000 for 

grants specifically for chapters, divisions and state socie-

ties.  Most of the money in this endowment has come from 

raffle and silent auction donations;  

2) The Science Fund was created in 2003 to support the SAF 

mission to advance science and education, enhance the com-

petency of members, promote professional excellence all to 

the benefit of forest ecosystems and society.   

As NCSAF Chair, I plan to put together a gift basket from our 

chapter for the Foresters’ Fund that would be representative of 

the Washington, DC Metro area.  If you have something you 

would like me to include in the basket please let me know.   

The Inland Empire SAF is organizing this auction and raffle and 

have asked that we either ship in advance or deliver the items 

onsite.  They provided me a form to fill out for items that are 

coming from our chapter or members, so be sure to let me (Ted 

Beauvais) know of any items you will be donating individually to 

either fund so both you and NCSAF can get credit for your 

generosity. 

—Ted Beauvais is the 2012 Chair of NCSAF— 

Forester’s Fund is now accepting Auction donations  



Greetings! If you paid attention to the election last fall you may 

know that I am replacing Ken Jolly as your Council Representa-

tive. Ken’s term expired at the end of December. He was a most 

enthusiastic and dedicated representative. I cannot fill his shoes 

exactly, but I will try to live up to his example.  

For those who do not know me, I am a faculty member in the 

School of Forest Resources at Penn State. I grew up in Illinois 

and graduated from the forestry departments at Colorado 

State University and Michigan State University. At CSU I was a 

founding member of SAF’s first student chapter, and as soon as I 

graduated I became a full (professional) member of SAF. I’ve 

always regarded SAF as both the foundation and the touchstone 

for our profession, and I’ve always been careful to maintain my 

membership even in the leanest of times. I believe that without 

SAF, especially if it had never existed, something profoundly 

important would be lost from the meaning of what most of us 

do. SAF is important to me, and I guess that is why I now find 

myself serving on Council.  

Council held its second meeting of 2012 on June 1-3 at Wild 

Acres, SAF Headquarters in Bethesda, Maryland. The following 

is a summary of the main points of discussion and business:  

Wild Acres National Office Property Update:  As you 

know, SAF has been trying for some time to sell an unused 

portion of the Wild Acres property, where SAF headquar-

ters is located. The sale is all but completed, and members 

should expect to see an announcement in the July issue of 

Forestry Source. Council has voted to use the first proceeds 

from the sale to retire outstanding debt obligations. 

Policy:  Council voted to approve revisions to a position 

statement entitled “Timber Harvesting on Federal, State, 

and Other Public Forest Lands.” On recommendation of the 

Committee on Forest Policy, Council also voted not to renew 

a position statement on “Use of Silviculture to Achieve and 

Maintain Forest Health on Public Lands.” The rationale for 

the second action was that the truly substantive portions of 

the statement are already covered by other position state-

ments.  

SAF Budget and Finances:  The budget is “on track” for the 

year so far, but that news is not so favorable when one 

recalls that the budget Council approved is a deficit budg-

et. Significantly, membership revenues are ahead of this 

time last year, so the new dues structure has been a benefit 

to the organization. We appear to be on track to drop 

slightly in membership, continuing a 15-year pattern of 

dropping about 2% membership per year. 

Awards: Council approved nominations for National Awards 

and nominations for Fellow. The single Fellow nomination 

from District VII was Eric Norland, and his nomination was 

approved. Congratulations, Eric!  

Certification Review Board:  Council approved funding a 

“job analysis” study as a first step toward adopting a 

Certified Urban Forester credential on the recommenda-

tion of the CRB. Because we would be taking over a certi-

fication program already developed by the California 

Urban Forest Council, which is willing to hand it off to 

SAF, this would be a relatively inexpensive credential to 

begin administering. Council also approved funding to 

perform needed maintenance on the Certified Forester 

exam.  

Terrestrial Ecosystem Management: Council accepted a 

report from the TEM Task Force and dismissed the com-

mittee. The report recommends that SAF develop an ac-

creditation program for “ecosystem management” (the 

name remains unsettled). The report now goes to the Edu-

cational Policy Review Committee to develop the imple-

mentation language. It was emphasized that the Task 

Force recommendation describes a professional degree 

accreditation (the full report contains draft accreditation 

standards). It would not apply to most of the conservation 

and environmental studies programs that have emerged 

in the past couple of decades, and the number of degree 

programs that could qualify without modification is prob-

ably quite small. 

 

—Kim Steiner is the District VII (NCSAF and Alleghany) repre-

sentative to the SAF National Council— 

District VII Council Report by Kim Steiner 
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Kim Steiner, professor of forest biology and director of The Arboretum 
at Penn State, holds leaves from a chestnut tree in China's Dalaoling 
National Forest Park.  (Photo by Penn State University) 



To submit content for future 

issues of the DC Forester, 

please contact 2012 Newsletter 

Chair, Chris Farley, at 

<cfarley@fs.fed.us>.  2012 

issues are tentatively scheduled 

for March, June, September, 

and December.  

NCSAF 2012 Executive Committee Members (Top row) Ted Beauvais, Jeanne Kavinski, Tim Resch, 

Darrel Pendris, Andy Mason (Front) Jake Donnay, and Bryan Petit 
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The NCSAF 2012 Leadership 

team is almost complete.  See 

all the officers, their responsi-

bilities and contact infor-

mation at the NCSAF web 

site at http://www.ncsaf.org/

Admin2012.htm.  The two 

positions still vacant are the 

Policy Chair and the Tellers 

and Auditors Chair.   

The Policy Chair makes rec-

ommendations to the execu-

tive committee concerning 

matters of policy and posi-

tions on issues of concern to 

the chapter.  Illustrative activ-

ities might include:  

Provide periodic out-

reach and educational 

opportunities to govern-

ment and congressional 

representatives on natu-

ral resource issues in co-

ordination with the SAF 

National Office policy 

staff. 

Regularly update mem-

bership on emerging 

policy and legislative 

issues. 

Prepare position state-

ments on state and local 

forestry and other natu-

ral resources issues. 

Ensure that the State 

Society position state-

ments are on file at the 

SAF National Office. If 

posted on the chapter 

website, ensure that 

State Society position 

statements are up-to-

date. 

The Tellers and Auditors 

combined Chair is responsi-

ble for counting the ballots 

for annual elections of 

NCSAF officers, and for other 

special elections as may be 

required.  The position also 

certifies the results of these 

elections, as well are respon-

sible for periodically auditing 

the financial records the 

NCSAF. 

—Tim Resch— 

Join the NCSAF Executive Team! 


