
with their brilliant colors, the deciduous 

trees drop their leaves and if they fall in our 

suburban yards we rake them up to be 

hauled off.  This is a minor example of the 

love/hate or like/dislike or benefit/cost rela-

tionship we have with the trees that populate 

our suburban yards.   

I have read a lot lately about the benefits of 

urban trees at the same time I see trees in my 

neighborhood that have blown onto roofs, 

powerlines and cars from a number of 

storms in recent years.  Like most things in 

life, the good and bad tend to come together 

– you get the whole package.  Tree care can 

help, but even healthy trees can blow over.  

And what about the... homeowner who 

wants rooftop solar panels – a green... .  

It won’t be long before the leaves start turning 

color and hunting season will arrive.  I just re-

turned from Maine where the foliage turns sever-

al weeks earlier than this area.  And after shad-

ing us from the summer sun, then delighting us 

“Summer’s End”  - A Word from the Chair 

NCSAF Wine-Night and Auction, October 18th 

Ready for a fun evening with local forestry pro-

fessionals? On October 18, 2012, come join our 

annual NCSAF wine tasting and auction, led by 

famed auctioneer Doug Crandall! Mingle with 

your colleagues, enjoy sampling their favorite 

wine, and bid on some great auction items—all 

while supporting your local SAF chapter. This 

year’s event will also have some other great sur-

prises, so please be sure to mark your calendars! 

We Need your Help 

Please consider donating something to this 

year’s silent auction. The more donations we 

receive, the more NCSAF will raise to put to-

ward other great chapter programs and activities. 

Typical donations include bottles of wine, fun 

events (e.g. fly fishing lessons, lunch with USFS 

Chief Tidwell, etc), or a gift certificate to your 

favorite restaurant. Please contact Christine Ca-

digan if you’re interested in donating: ccadi-

gan@forestfoundation.org or 202.463.2734. 

Finally, please help us spread the word! Invite 

your local forestry colleagues and show 

your NCSAF Support. 

Event Details 

This year’s wine auction will take place at 

Ballston Park Condominium (1050 N. Stu-

art St) in Arlington, Virginia from 6-9pm. 

Directions:  Metro (recommended) - Take 

the orange line to Ballston metro sta-

tion.  Cross Fairfax Drive and continue on 

N. Stuart Street one block to Ballston Park 

Condominium (1050 N. Stuart St.) on 

left.  Signs will direct you toward the left 

to the community room on the first floor. 

Driving - Fairfax Drive can be accessed by 

I-66 (Glebe Rd Exit) or Washington Blvd. 

(Rt. 27) from I-395.  Stuart Street is be-

tween Taylor and Randolph off of Fairfax 

Dr.  There is a pay parking garage on Tay-

lor, north of Fairfax Drive. 

—Christine Cadigan— 

 

Upcoming Events 
END OF SEPTEMBER (TBD) 

- URBAN TREE WALK 

WITH JOHN THOMAS, DC 

URBAN FORESTRY ADMIN-

ISTRATION 

OCTOBER 18— NCSAF 

WINE TASTING AND 

FUNDRAISER AUCTION (SEE 

PAGE 1 AND 3) 

3RD OR 4TH WEEK IN 

OCTOBER—LUNCHEON 

TALK WITH USDA DEPUTY 

UNDERSECRETARY BUTCH 
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Eric Norland has been selected by SAF as a 

Fellow in recognition of his outstanding contri-

butions to the Society and to the forestry pro-

fession. NCSAF nominated Eric this spring and 

the SAF Council approved the nomination at 

their June meeting.  

Eric is currently the National Extension Forest-

er and National Program Leader, Forest Re-

source Management, for the USDA National 

Institute of Food and Agriculture. He is an SAF 

certified forester and has attended numerous 

SAF conventions, including 9 of the last 10. He 

has served SAF at the national level, most 

recently on the Committee on Professional 

Recognition, and at the state/local level, in-

cluding serving as Chair of NCSAF in 2008.  

Upon learning of being named SAF Fellow, 

Eric remarked, “I am deeply appreciative of 

this honor and of the efforts of my fellow Na-

tional Capital SAF members who were willing 

to nominate me.  My affiliation and work with 

SAF have made many opportunities possible 

for me over the course of my career and I 

look forward to serving SAF for many years 

to come.”   

—Nadine Block— 

NCSAF Congratulates Eric Norland, New SAF Fellow 
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Eric Norland, 2012 SAF Fellow 

DID YOU KNOW 

THAT YOU CAN 

SUPPORT NCSAF BY 

SHOPPING AT 

AMAZON.COM?  

SIMPLY CLICK 

THROUGH THE 

BANNER LINK AT 

http://www.ncsaf.org/

Amazon.htm 

 

A PERCENTAGE OF 

YOUR PURCHASE 

WILL GO TO NCSAF 

TO HELP FUND OUR 

PROGRAMS.  

Visit NCSAF online at:   www.NCSAF.org 

On Monday June 4th at NCSAF friends and col-

leagues gathered at RFD for an evening of fun, 

food and friends.  Approximately a dozen 

NCSAF folks came out, many to bid a fond fare-

well to to E.Lynn Burkett who has headed out to 

Oregon for a new job as the BLM’s District 

Manager for the Lakeview District . The District 

includes approximately 3.5million acres in South 

and Central Oregon.  Oregon SAF’s gain is our 

loss.   

Another happy hour is tentatively planned for ear-

ly October.  Stay tuned for more details. 

— Chris Farley— 

NCSAF Sends off  E.Lynn Burkett in Happy Hour Style 

On Thursday, August 30th, Dr. Doug Morton, 

from NASA’s Biospheric Sciences Laboratory 

was the featured speaker at NCSAF’s august 

meeting.   After a short business meeting, Doug 

discussed NASA’s efforts to expand the use of 

LiDAR, which is now being used around the 

world to relatively inexpensively provide initial 

information regarding forest composition.   

The commercially available attachments that 

NASA is using on its small airplanes record tree 

heights, topography, species information, crown 

widths and structure and the sublayers within the 

canopy.  This technology has been recently pi-

loted in Interior Alaska, and provides a cost-

effective alternative for sampling the last re-

maining portion of the US for which we have no 

vegetation data.  Doug also talked briefly about 

his work using this technology in protected areas 

in Brazil and Africa.  In particular, he discussed 

one park's use of routine fly-overs to detect illegal 

logging, as skid trails are detectable by LiDAR.   

Most of the discussion centered on FS' ability to 

adopt this technology to reduce costs and expand 

its Forest Inventory & Analysis program.  

—Bryan Petit— 

Doug Morton Informs NCSAF About the Latest in LiDAR 



NCSAF members will soon have an oppor-

tunity to cast their votes for 2013 leaders of 

SAF and NCSAF. Electronic ballots will be 

distributed by SAF on October 1 and will 

close on November 1.   Make sure SAF 

headquarters has a current email address for 

you and keep your eyes out for your ballot!  

 

In our local NCSAF election, Jeff Bradley is 

running for Vice-Chair, Jake Donnay is run-

ning for Secretary, and Christine Cadigan is 

running for Treasurer. The ballot will in-

clude the candidates’ biographies. Andy 

Mason, who is currently the NCSAF Vice-

Chair, will become Chair in 2013. At the 

national level, the candidates for Vice-

President are Dave Walters and Gail Kim-

bell.  See the September issue of The Forest-

ry Source for full biographies and interviews 

with the candidates). 

 

To ensure that your e-mail server will accept 

your SAF national election ballot, add  

elections@safnet.org  

to your e-mail contacts list.  This will ensure 

the ballot does not get lost in your spam filter. 

 

NCSAF is also looking for additional volun-

teers to participate on the executive committee, 

to help with programming, fundraising, policy, 

and other activities. If interested, please contact 

Ted Beauvais at tbeauvais@verizon.net. 

Don’t Forget to Vote in SAF and NCSAF Elections!  
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(Continued from Page 1)  ... source of energy to power the home 

and sell back to the grid?  Shade cools the house, but also pre-

vents solar panels from working efficiently.  Trees in the front 

yard are beautiful and add value to a property, but the roots may 

get into the sewer line causing expensive repairs or they may 

buckle sidewalks and driveways.  When it comes time to remove 

an urban tree from your yard, professional tree removal will cost 

thousands of dollars per tree. 

As urban forestry has matured as a part of our profession the 

body of research has grown, much of it focusing on the benefits 

of urban trees and forests.  Let’s recognize the benefits, but also 

do a thorough analysis of costs – especially for those trees close 

to our houses – those that are within striking distance and capa-

ble of causing thousands of dollars in damage, offsetting the 

years of benefits from reduced cooling bills.  Having life cycle 

cost information would help homeowners to better assess the 

tradeoffs associated with their urban trees, and my guess is that 

most of us will continue to want big trees in our yards. 

The move to construct a memorial to Gifford Pinchot in Wash-

ington, DC continues with Andy Mason and his team working to 

build partnerships and promote the concept.  With the 150th anni-

versary of Pinchot’s birth coming up in August, 11, 2015, I sug-

gest we also think about having an event to discuss and debate 

the past, present, and future of conservation and forestry.  Our 

State society could play a role in helping to develop and nurture 

such an event, bringing together partners to join forces in plan-

ning and carrying out a symposium worthy of the founder of our 

forestry society in 1900.  If our membership is interested in help-

ing to host an event in honor of the 150 anniversary of Pinchot’s 

birth, we will need some volunteers to join together and start 

making plans.  What do you think? 

Speaking of planning, our annual Holiday party and reception 

will be on December 4, 2012 after the 5pm Capitol Christmas 

Tree Lighting Ceremony on the west lawn.  More details will 

follow, but mark your calendars and plan to attend a fun event 

where we also take a few minutes to recognize milestones and 

achievements of our members.  I will be passing the gavel to 

Andy Mason who will officially take over as Chair of NCSAF on 

January 1, 2013. 

Elections will be by email this year, with an option to request a 

paper ballot.  Email ballots will be sent out by October 1 and 

must be returned by November 1.  NCSAF will have a strong 

slate of candidates thanks to the volunteers who agreed to run for 

office and the efforts of Nadine Block to recruit candidates.  Jeff 

Bradley is running for Chair-Elect, Christine Cadigan is running 

for Treasurer, and Jake Donnay is running for Secretary.  Read 

more about the candidates in the newsletter and on our NCSAF 

website.  Please be sure to vote as an expression or your interest 

and support of both NCSAF and SAF.  I want to thank Darrel 

Pendris for his service as treasurer.  He has done a great job 

keeping the books and keeping us solvent.   

The national convention is next month and I will be representing 

our State society at the House of Society Delegates on October 

23.  I look forward to the experience and the opportunity to en-

gage with other members and officers from around the country.  

If you have any messages you want me to share at the convention 

in Spokane talk to me at the Wine Auction on October 18 – I 

hope to see you there.  

—Ted Beauvais is the 2012 Chair of NCSAF— 

“Summer’s End” continued... 
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Dr. Charles (Chip) Barber, Forest Division Chief in the Bureau of Oceans, Environment, 

and Science, at the U.S. Department of State, spoke to the NCSAF chapter for the  July 18 

Luncheon Seminar at the USFS International Programs office located near McPherson 

Square.  He spoke about the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development held 

in Rio de Janeiro in June, otherwise known as “Rio +20”.  

Dr. Barber participated in the conference as the Chair of the negotiating group on poverty, 

food and agriculture, forests, biodiversity, and mountains, so he had a first-hand view of 

the discussions surrounding natural resource issues. In regards to forestry, the outcomes 

mainly reaffirmed the ministerial declaration from the 2011 United Nations Forum on For-

ests. Dr. Barber noted that there were robust discussions outside of the formal meetings, 

with new commitments from voluntary partnerships such as the Consumer Goods Forum.  

In his talk, Dr. Barber put the negotiations at Rio +20 in context, with a look back at the 

past 20 years of international forest negotiations.  He also looked ahead, where he and oth-

ers feel there may be less emphasis on large international forums like Rio+20 to achieve 

global objectives. 

—Nadine Block— 

Chip Barber Offers NCSAF an “Insider’s View of Forestry at Rio +20”  

Chip Barber spoke to NCSAF on July 18th 
about  the 2012 Rio +20 Summit, and its 
implications for forests globally. 
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The NCSAF Executive team is 

almost complete.  See all the 

officers, their responsibilities 

and contact information at 

the NCSAF web site at 

http://www.ncsaf.org/

Admin2012.htm.  The two 

positions still vacant are the 

Policy Chair and the Tellers 

and Auditors Chair, and op-

portunities exist for 2013.   

The Policy Chair makes rec-

ommendations to the execu-

tive committee concerning 

matters of policy and posi-

tions on issues of concern to 

the chapter.  Illustrative activ-

ities might include:  

Provide periodic out-

reach and educational 

opportunities to govern-

ment and congressional 

representatives on natu-

ral resource issues in co-

ordination with the SAF 

National Office staff. 

Regularly update mem-

bership on emerging 

policy and legislative 

issues. 

Prepare position state-

ments on state and local 

forestry and other natu-

ral resources issues. 

Ensure that the State 

Society position state-

ments are on file at the 

SAF National Office. If 

posted on the NCSAF 

website, ensure that 

State Society positions 

are up-to-date. 

The Tellers and Auditors 

combined Chair is responsi-

ble for counting the ballots 

for annual elections of 

NCSAF officers, and for other 

special elections as may be 

required.  The position also 

certifies the results of these 

elections, as well are respon-

sible for periodically auditing 

the financial records the 

NCSAF. 

—Tim Resch— 

Join the NCSAF Executive Team! 

To submit content for future 

issues of the DC Forester, 

please contact 2012 Newsletter 

Chair, Chris Farley, at 

<cfarley@fs.fed.us>.  2012 

issues are tentatively scheduled 

for March, June, September, 

and December.  

NCSAF 2012 Executive Committee Members (Top row) Ted Beauvais, Jeanne Kavinski, Tim Resch, 

Darrel Pendris, Andy Mason (Front) Jake Donnay, and Bryan Petit 


