NCSAF-sponsored session at the Washington Academy of Sciences

Capital Science 2008 Conference - Arlington, Va - March 29, 2008
The National Capital Society of American Foresters sponsored a technical session – “Washington Academy of Sciences - Capitol Science 2008 NC SAF Panel on Natural Resource Science Issues” - at the Washington Academy of Sciences (WAS) Capital Science 2008 Conference (CapSci08) on Saturday, March 29, 2008. The CapSci08 included speakers who addressed peak oil trends and their impacts on natural resource professional organizations, global climate change developments affecting forests, and invasive species in the Potomac Basin. Three resource societies were represented by the session participants, including NCSAF, American Fisheries Society and Society for Conservation Biology. An additional segment of the session was an exhibit of SAF science publications and other promotional materials, membership forms and announcements. 
NCSAF provided some travel support for the speakers and the National Office provided the exhibit materials. The session was moderated by the NCSAF Science & Technology Coordinator, who also serves as the WAS Liaison. Among the audience members at the NCSAF Session was past-Chair of NCSAF Wilhelmina Bratton.

CapSci08 was the third installment of a growing local conference that recognizes and highlights the science accomplishments and roles of 25 area professional societies. More than 200 attendees of CapSci08 gathered to here exciting plenary speakers and technical presentations on more than 90 topics.
The abstracts of the NCSAF session speakers and the event announcement are enclosed below. The CapSci08 schedule of events over the two-day conference (March 29-30, 2008) can be accessed at this link:
http://www.washacadsci.org/capsci08/conference%20schedule.pdf

Information submitted by:
C. Denise Ingram

S&T Coordinator/WAS Liaison

Washington Academy of Sciences - Capitol Science 2008

NC SAF Panel on Natural Resource Science Issues
Abstracts

1. Nicolas W. R. Lapointe, Doctoral Candidate, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Non-indigenous species introductions – benefit or threat?

Non-indigenous species are pervasive, can be considered a major form of global environmental change, and can negatively impact ecosystems and humans through spreading diseases, altering habitats, and causing declines in native species.  However, many intentional introductions are viewed as highly beneficial and clear definitions of what makes a species invasive are lacking.  I will review trends in species invasions, impacts on ecosystems and society, and the limitations of viewing invasions through a purely economic lens.  Finally, I will present invasion biology as a science and discuss the role of scientists in predicting and reducing the impact of non-indigenous species.

2. David L. Trauger, Ph.D., Director of Natural Resources Programs, National Capital Region, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Falls Church, Virgina 

 Implications of Peak Oil for Professional Societies and Conservation Organizations
Peak Oil has great potential to negatively impact the environment, making our current problems worse (e.g., climate change) and creating new issues (e.g., oil exploration and development).  While the environmental community projects an image of being devoted to protecting the Earth, there is little recognition of the profound ecological and economic implications of Peak Oil.  Scientists, professionals, leaders, and staff throughout this community, who have dedicated their lives to management of natural resources and protection of the environment, appear unaware of emerging ramifications of Peak Oil for the futures of their respective professional societies and conservation organizations.

3. Christopher Farley, Policy Analyst, US Forest Service – International Programs

Land Use, Forests and Agriculture in a Post-Kyoto Change Climate Agreement: Prospects and implications for natural resources management

In December 2009, the countries of the world are scheduled to conclude negotiations on a successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol.  Mr. Farley will discuss share his thoughts on the current negotiation process, and share the prospects for how land use, forestry and agriculture might be included in a post-Kyoto agreement.  He will also discuss some potential implications of various proposals on natural resource management, both here in the United States and abroad.

Speaker Biographies
Mr. Lapointe is a doctoral candidate in the Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences Department at Virginia Tech.  He has conducted research on the biology of northern snakehead in the Potomac River, starting in the Fall of 2006.  This research has involved studying the nesting, spawning, growth, movement, dispersal, home range, diet, feeding, and habitat use of northern snakehead.  For his dissertation, he is examining the invisibility of Atlantic drainages, and the invasiveness of fish species in this region, with the ultimate goal of predicting future fish invaders, for each drainage.  Mr. Lapointe completed his Masters degree in Biology at the University of Windsor, Ontario, in 2005. During this degree, he studied fish-habitat relationships in the Detroit River, and evaluated the efficiency of various fish sampling techniques in large rivers.

Dr. Trauger is Director for Natural Resources Programs for Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) in the National Capital Region at the Northern Virginia Center, Professor in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences and Interim Associate Dean for the Graduate School in the National Capital Region. Trauger received a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Fish and Wildlife Management in 1964, a Master of Science (M.S.) in Wildlife Biology in 1967, and a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Animal Ecology in 1971 from Iowa State University.  

Prior to Federal employment, Trauger held faculty appointments at Iowa State University where he taught Wildlife Conservation and Environmental Biology for 5 years.  As a Research Wildlife Biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Trauger led extensive field research on the breeding biology and migrational ecology of diving ducks in Canada and the North Central States. He later was Assistant Center Director at the Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center in Jamestown, North Dakota, and Center Director at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Laurel, Maryland. He also was Chief of Wildlife Research with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Senior Staff Biologist with the U.S. Geological Survey.  

After 32 years of public service, Trauger retired from the Biological Resources Division at the U.S. Geological Survey in 2001. He has authored more than 80 scientific papers, technical reports, book chapters, popular articles and other publications. His current research interests encompass a broad range of issues related to biodiversity conservation, natural resources management, and sustainability. Trauger is a member of The Wildlife Society, Society for Conservation Biology, American Fisheries Society, Society of American Foresters, Renewable Natural Resources Foundation, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
Mr. Farley is the US Forest Service (USFS) lead for international policy related to climate change and bioenergy.  In this role, he serves as a liaison between the technical expertise of the USFS and other government agencies and offices, including the Department of State and the Council on Environmental Quality.  In December 2007, he served as part of the US delegation to the 13th Conference of the Parties to the UN Climate Convention in Bali, Indonesia.  Mr. Farley has worked for the USFS since 2002.  Before joining the USFS, Mr. Farley received an M.S. in Forest Resources, with an emphasis in Policy & Law, from Oregon State University.  He has a B.S. double major from Colorado State University in Biochemistry and Natural Resources Management.
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Washington Academy of Sciences - Capitol Science 2008
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National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, Va  22230 (Ballston Metro Stop)
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9:00 am – 11:00am

Room 375
Natural Resources Roundtable – a discussion of issues, trends and developments in invasive species, climate change and energy resources
Roundtable panelists
David Trauger - :  “Implications of Peak Oil for Professional Societies and Conservation Organizations” 

Society for Conservation Biology
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Christopher Farley – Title forthcoming (global developments on climate change, USG and forestry)
National Capital Society of American Foresters
USDA Forest Service

Nick Lapointe – Title forthcoming (invasive species in the Potomac and water issues)
American Fisheries Society

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
2:00pm – 4:00pm

Room  375
Society of American Foresters Science Exhibit and Showcase - A resource exhibit will be open with science materials, sample publications and information on SAF and other natural resources organizations. 
Contact:

C. Denise Ingram, NCSAF Science & Technology Coordinator/WAS Liaison

c_denise_ingram@yahoo.com, 202-205-3611
