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From the NCSAF Chair

Hello National Capital SAF members!  I hope all of you have been enjoying the beautiful weather of late as much as I have.  When the weather begins to warm up and living things begin to green out, I can’t help but think about the groups and activities I participate in and the ways in which to once again renew my engagement each year.  

NCSAF is one such group and the satisfaction I get out of my involvement is tremendous.  As most who work in forestry can relate to, forestry is more than just my job.  I enjoy getting to know my colleagues and peers on a personal as well as a professional level because they share my deep appreciation for the field of forestry.  

Joining the Society of American Foresters was the first step I took towards becoming more personally involved in my profession.  Getting involved with SAF locally by participating in NCSAF activities has served to show me all the amazing things one can get out of their membership in SAF.  

NCSAF members are varied in their interests, skills, levels of experience, and areas of expertise.  Yet we share a common thread of shared interest and are brought together as a diverse, yet comfortable group.  

By joining SAF, you have already demonstrated your understanding of the importance of information sharing and dialogue within the profession of forestry.  I encourage you to engage in NCSAF and take advantage of the many opportunities for learning, relationship-building, and dare I say it? — even fun!  

There are lots of ways to get involved.  Come to our Happy Hours, BBQ’s, and other fun events held about once a month – these are announced through the NCSAF email list.  Volunteer for the SAF Phonathon held in the spring each year.  Get your hands dirty and help out at the Wild Acres clean-up held in the spring and fall.  Get involved in one of NCSAF’s committees – these are listed at the end of the newsletter – in some cases, we are in need of someone to head up a committee and it would be great to see some new faces come forward.  I’ve listed a few ways to get more involved, though there are many more.  

Please feel free to get in touch with me if you want to hear of other ways to become a more active NCSAF member!  I look forward to meeting more of you as the year progresses.

Laura Schweitzer

NCSAF Chair
District VII Council Report

[image: image2.jpg]


Important:  The 10th Annual Leadership Academy is open for enrollment.  The Academy is June 17-20 at Snowbird Resort in Utah.  You can register online at www.safnet.org/meetings/leadershipacad.cfm
My first council meeting was March 11-12.  In my newsletter updates I will provide information on council activities and actions that particularly affect you, the members.  If you see something that interests you or you have questions about, don’t hesitate to call or email me (information is below).

One item that I believe is of high interest to members is the decision to change the process by which SAF Fellows are nominated and elected. Fellows will no longer be voted on by Societies, but instead will be nominated by District Fellows Committees and elected by council.  
The District VII committee process is being worked out by a task group with representatives from both Societies.  Our goal is to have a diverse committee that operates efficiently.  There have been some concerns about numbers of fellows, but there are no rigid caps, only a national guideline of 5% of the membership.  council has agreed that being named a Fellow of SAF is a very prestigious honor and will be looking for ways to better recognize and honor Fellows.

Council is continuing to work on the process for a student representative on council and has appointed a subcommittee to work out the details on this.  This was one of the decisions of council from the VOS report.  The House of Society Delegates will also have a student member.

As both current and past council members, I am concerned about our maintaining and growing membership in SAF.  We heard several stories of people who decided to join SAF based on someone asking them!!  I encourage you to reach out to potential members and ask them to join us, as well as asking members to work on SAF committees and activities.  

Lastly, over the next year, SAF will be looking at a variety of ways to more effectively serve our members. Forestry continues to change and the jobs our professionals perform are evolving as well. SAF wants to become even more relevant to the changing needs of our members and to successfully outreach to new members. We will engage members and non members in this effort though focus groups and surveys. And from this, SAF will be able to better tailor its member benefits and messages to be more effective among our members as well as in communicating to the public. SAF will keep members informed as this business process takes shape over the coming months.

Well, it looks like I’m off running and hope that I can help you and SAF meet our goals and aspirations.  We have a large District, from New Jersey to Washington DC, so it will be a challenge to make sure that I know what is on your minds but as your council representative, it will be an important part of my job.  Please contact me at (202) 463-2752 or e-mail: mary_coulombe@afandpa.org

Mary Coulombe

District VII Representative

Upcoming Events for NCSAF Members
Join your forestry friends and colleagues for a Forestry Happy Hour on Tuesday, March 21 at 6 pm.  We will be at Tortilla Coast located at 400 First Street, SE, (202)546-6768.

Enjoy the spring weather and delicious BBQ Tuesday April 25, 2006 at 5:30 pm at Wild Acres.  NCSAF will be joining visitors from around the country that will be at Wild Acres for policy training as part of the National Week in Washington and the SAF Legislative Days.  Please join us in welcoming our guests and enjoy some great conversation about work being done outside of DC.  Dinner cost is $8 per person.  

It’s That Time of Year

Sign Up for the Phonothon Now!

Phonathon 2006 volunteers needed

.  
The NCSAF 2006 Phonathon for the Society of American Foresters is Wednesday, May 3; Thursday, May 4 and Wednesday, May 10, 2006 from 5:30 PM to 9:00/9:30PM at the national "Wildacres" office of SAF, 5400 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD.  

Annually NCSAF assists the national office of SAF in contacting members and former members who have failed to renew their SAF membership for 2005. It's a great opportunity to help our professional Society and at the same time gives us an opportunity to think through why we belong to and support SAF. It sometimes provides an opportunity to talk to old friends and colleagues,

which is always a great deal of fun.  We use a phone bank set up by SAF in their conference room and using low evening long distance rates.  We work our way across the US by time zones.

The Phonathon effort is an important aspect in the drive for retention and increase of SAF membership.  In the three nights of calls in 2005, 582 contacts were made and 246 members said they would pay or consider paying, which is a higher percentage of “yeses” compared to 2004.  In 2004, through the phonathon 577 calls were made and 204 members said they would pay or

consider paying.  It is significant to note that in 2003 with more volunteers, 1007 calls were made and 418 members said they would pay or consider.

The national office provides light snacks and beverages so you can come right from work.

If anyone needs help with transportation contact Tim Resch, phonathon coordinator, and we will see what we can work out. The national office is a short (for a forester) walk from the Grosvenor Metro Stop.

To volunteer, please call (703) 660-9292 or e-mail: tresch@att.net.   Bring a friend.  This is a great way to meet your fellow members. 

Tim Resch

Phonothon Chair

NCSAF Program Update

The NCSAF Program Committee is interested in helping keep members up to date in forest science, as well as on major forest policy issues.  To that end, NCSAF member Dr. Sam Foster has volunteered to serve as Science Coordinator on the Program Committee.  Sam is director of the Forest Service Resource Valuation & Use Research staff, and is a 29-year member of SAF.

Forest Service Research & Development is in the agency headquarters and has always encouraged visiting research scientists from field locations to give presentations on their research, and is now taking steps to better inform headquarters employees of the presentations.  The NCSAF Program Committee is exploring the possibility that notices of these presentations could also be sent by e-mail to NCSAF members.  NCSAF Continuing Forestry Education (CFE) coordinator Terri Bates has agreed to forward notices of presentations to her NCSAF e-mail list with her determination of how many CFE credits could be claimed, and in what category, so that participants could register their CFE credits required for maintaining their Certified Forester accreditation on the SAF web site (www.safnet.org).

The Program Committee is also looking into the possibility of  re-establishing Science Day, which was held for the 25th year in 2004 but was discontinued because of flagging interest from other natural resource societies in the DC area.  NCSAF Science Coordinator, Sam Foster would like to hear what topics NCSAF members would be interested in for Science Day.  He would also like to know of volunteers to help with Science Day planning and organization.  Sam can be contacted at (703) 605-4880 or e-mail: gfoster@fs.fed.us.

Loren B. Ford

Program Chair

NCSAF Membership Update

As of the end of February 2006 NCSAF had 298 members, which is short of our 313 membership goal for 2006.  We have 59 NCSAF members who have not renewed for 2006.   The NCSAF Executive Committee will be contacting these members to ask them to renew.

Elsewhere in this newsletter is an announcement seeking volunteers for the annual SAF Phonathon.  Please consider giving some of your time to this very important activity that greatly benefits SAF.  It is also a lot of fun!

The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in February.  Best wishes to our member who transferred to another location.  And, a big welcome to our new, reinstated, and transferred-in members!

New

James M. McGlone – Urban Forest Conservationist, Fairfax County

Amy Yambor – employed by the Tree Farm System

Reinstated

Melvin L. Yuhas - retired

Transferred In

Gregory M. Kujawa – from Libby Chapter; employed by the USDA Forest Service Forest Management Staff

Martha T. Twarkins – from Central Chapter; employed by the USDA Forest Service, Ecosystem Management Coordination Staff

Transferred Out

Elizabeth E. Estill – to East Tennessee Chapter

Edward P. Furlow III  – to Skyline Chapter

Amy L. Mullins – to Maryland/Delaware Division

Chris Risbrudt – to Southwestern Wisconsin Chapter

David T. Shoch – to Caddo Chapter

Gabriel F. Tucker, CF – to Washington State Society

Susan Cohen – to South Minnesota Chapter

Resigned

James E. O’Connor

Sue E. Richardson

Jim Culbert

Membership Committee Chair

NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction Great Success

On Friday, January 27 members and friends of NCSAF gathered for a wine tasting and fundraising auction.  Members were asked to bring a bottle of red or white wine, under $15.00, for everyone to taste.  The objective was acquaint folks with good wine at reasonable prices, and there definitely

were such wines.  
Later in the evening, an auction of donated items was held, with Tim Resch serving as the auctioneer.  Because of the generous donations and the generous bidding, NCSAF made $2324.00! Those funds will be used throughout the year for a variety of activities.  There were over 40 people in attendance and with good wine, good food, and good will it was a splendid evening.  
Many thanks to Dwight Fielder and E. Lynn Burkett for arranging for us to use the party room at their condo in Ballston.  Also thanks to Michelle and Don Harvey for their creative help, food, and flowers. Let's do it again! 

Wood Education and Resource Center Offers Workshop

The Wood Education and Resource Center is offering a workshop entitled, "Helping the Wood Products Industry Profit From the Next 10 Years." It will take place on April 11th and 12th in Princeton, WV.  Additional information is available at the following websites: http://www.safnet.org/events/eventDetails.cfm?eventID=18053 or http://www.dovetailinc.org/wercworkshop.html 
This workshop has been approved for 11.5 Category 1, CFE Contact Hours through the SAF continuing education program. Contact: Kathryn Fernholz, (651) 762-4007 or e-mail: katie@dovetailinc.org 

2006 NCSAF Calendar of Events

Date


Description






Contact

March 21

Forestry Happy Hour – Tortilla Coast Restaurant, 6 PM
Laura Schweitzer
April 6


Executive Committee Conference Call


Laura Schweitzer
April 25

Wild Acres Cleanup





TBD
April 15

DC Forester deadline





Jennifer Plyler

May 3, 4, & 10
Phonothon






Tim Resch

May 11

Executive Committee Mtg. – Location TBA,


Laura Schweitzer
11:30 – 1 PM
May 15

DC Forester deadline





Jennifer Plyler

June 8


Executive Committee Conference Call


Laura Schweitzer
June 15

DC Forester deadline





Jennifer Plyler

July 6


Executive Committee Mtg. – Location TBA,


Laura Schweitzer
11:30 – 1 PM
August 10

Executive Committee Conference Call


Laura Schweitzer
Sept 7


Executive Committee Mtg. – Location TBA,


Laura Schweitzer
11:30 – 1 PM
October

Octoberfest






Meredith Webster

October 5

Executive Committee Conference Call


Laura Schweitzer
October 25-29

National SAF Convention in Pittsburgh, PA


Terry Clark










                   clarkt@safnet.org
November 9

Executive Committee Mtg. – Location TBA,


Laura Schweitzer
11:30 – 1 PM
December

Holiday Party






TBD
December 5

Executive Committee Conference Call


Laura Schweitzer
2006 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position
	Individual’s Name
	Phone
	E-mail

	Chair
	Laura Schweitzer
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219

H/Mb: (510) 847-3817
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Vice-Chair 

(Chair Elect)
	Wilhelmina Bratton
	W: (202) 205-1144

H: (703) 631-9434
	wbratton@fs.fed.us

	Immediate Past-Chair
	Loren Ford
	W: (703) 605-4478

H: (703) 369-4792
	lbford@fs.fed.us

	Treasurer
	Doug Powell
	W: (202) 205-1724

H: (703) 698-1434
	dougpowell@fs.fed.us

	Secretary
	Donna Gehlhaart
	W: (202) 628-1223

H: (703) 739-7771
	Donna.gehlhaart@ipaper.com

	Auditing Chair
	John Witherspoon
	W: (202) 205-1609

H:  (703) 830-1377
	jwitherspoon@fs.fed.us

	Tellers Chair
	John Witherspoon
	W: (202) 205-1609

H:  (703) 830-1377
	jwitherspoon@fs.fed.us

	Communications Chair
	Vacant
	
	

	Membership Chair
	Jim Culbert 
	W: (202) 205-0854

H:  (703) 938-8736
	jculbert@fs.fed.us

	Program and Issues Forum Chair
	Loren Ford
	W: (703) 605-4478

H: (703) 369-4792
	lbford@fs.fed.us

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair
	Jason Metnick
	W: (202) 463-5181


	Jason_metnick@afandpa.org

	Newsletter Editor
	Jennifer Plyler
	W: (202) 205-1777

H: (301) 445-4815
	jplyler@fs.fed.us


	Fundraising Chair
	Vacant
	
	

	Historian
	Art Smyth
	H: (703) 780-4071
	

	Science Day Representative
	Wilhelmina Bratton 

John Witherspoon
	WB-W: (202) 205-1144

WB-H: (703) 631-9434

JW-W: (202) 205-1609

JW-H: (703) 830-1377
	wbratton@fs.fed.us
jwitherspoon@fs.fed.us

	Octoberfest Chair
	Meredith Webster 
	W: (202)205-0804

H:  (301)445-9695
	mmwebster@fs.fed.us


	Phonathon Chair
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453

H:  (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Congressional Liaison
	Darci Birmingham 

Ian MacFarlane
	W: (202) 205-1759 

W: (202) 624-5977 
	dbirmingham@fs.fed.us
imacfarlane@stateforesters.org

	Washington Academy of Sciences Liaison
	Vacant
	
	

	Wild Acres Liaison
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: (202) 205-1753

H:  (703) 378-8114
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us
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