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Chair’s Corner

A couple of weeks ago, while walking along Independence Avenue leaving the Smithsonian metro I noticed the beautiful cherry blossom trees and throngs of people also walking in the direction of those trees. I stopped briefly to more closely observe the trees and then walked to the office with an extra bounce in my step and a broader smile on my face that morning.   I realized that I enjoy the privilege of experiencing the beginning of the 95th National Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, DC, one of the greatest urban communities in the world.

I wondered, “Should one explore the city beyond the National Mall, into neighborhoods?” If so, would one find more cherry trees, an abundance of other trees resulting from other tree planting program?  I decided to make contact with the DC State Forester’s office to learn about urban forestry in Washington, DC. I did locate the division of Urban Forestry Administration (UFA), Associate Director John Thomas and Deputy Director, Monica Lear, Ph.D.     
They explained that the mission of the Urban Forestry Administration is to manage, increase and maintain the population of the District of Columbia’s street trees recognizing the benefits that healthy trees provide to people and the environment. The Urban Forestry Administration is one of five administrations in the District Department of Transportation; the other administrations are Mass Transit, Public Space Management, Transportation Policy and Planning, Traffic Services and Infrastructure Policy Management.

Street trees are defined by UFA as those located between the curb and sidewalk.  UFA currently manages street trees in 130,000 tree boxes in the District. UFA provides inspection, pruning, planting, Dutch elm disease prevention via injection, ginkgo flowering suppression treatment and removal (routine and emergency) services to the residents of the District of Columbia.  Residents request service via the Mayor’s Citywide Call Center and give the specific location of the tree and the service needed.  An urban forester inspects the site to determine the service required.  The urban foresters in UFA are split into four teams that cover two wards each.  Each team also includes a tree support technician, program support staff and a field crew.  They have eleven (11) International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborists on staff, one of which is also a municipal specialist.

In 2003, the District of Columbia Council passed the Urban Forest Preservation Act of 2002. The Act established an urban forest preservation program requiring permits for special tree removals or replacements on private property.  Special trees are defined as those that have a minimum circumference of 55 inches. 

Recognizing the benefits that healthy trees provide including improved air quality, increased ground water retention that minimizes runoff and flooding, temperature moderation, and aesthetics, UFA has implemented the Green Grants Neighborhood Planting program to encourage and support tree plantings in the DC community. They describe their program as a partnership between the District Department of Transportation, UFA, and the US Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry Program. The grant program, they further explained, channels federal financial assistance directly to local organizations. Green grants are offered to nonprofit organizations, community and neighborhood groups that demonstrate a successful track record of conducting neighborhood projects within the District, and governmental entities such as schools and parks.  The Urban Forestry Technical Advisory Board, a group of professionals and citizens involved in restoring the District’s tree canopy, selects the yearly recipients.

It’s amazing how the beauty of those cherry blossom trees inspired a person to person connection with the office of the DC Urban Forestry Administration and, as a result, the sharing of lots of information about the city’s Urban Forestry Program.  I am certain that there are many other partners and groups involved in tree planting and/or educational programs in DC, but that is another exploration; another story. 
                                                                                                   Wilhelmina B. Bratton

                                                                                                      NCSAF Chair
Forestry:  The Highs, the Lows, and the Challenges of Tomorrow
Thursday, May 10, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Lincoln Room, Executive Dining Room, 3rd floor

Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Entrance: from Jefferson Court, ½ block west of Smithsonian Metro Station mall exit

Cost:  $17/person, includes lunch, beverage & dessert

Presenter:  William Banzhaf, President

Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc.

Our May NCSAF luncheon speaker is NCSAF member Bill Banzhaf.  Bill’s presentation is titled “Forestry:  The highs, the lows, and the challenges of tomorrow.”  Forestry was one of the major drivers of the conservation movement for the first half of the 20th century. We provided the wood for the post World War II economic boom.  So what happened?  How did we lose our position of leadership?  Have we made progress in regaining the respect and credibility required to be relevant?  Most importantly, are we prepared for our future role?  Bill will lead us through a discussion of how our profession has changed through the years, from its inception in America and the founding of the Society of American Foresters, through changes of the past century, to the present.  And he will provide us with a look forward at what our profession will face and how we can meet the needs of forests and society in an ever-changing world.  

While Bill was not present at SAF’s founding in 1900, he presided as SAF’s Executive Vice-President with then-President Frederick Ebel at the gala celebration of our centennial at the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C., in November 2000.

Bill Banzhaf is a member of NCSAF, and from 1988 - 2002 served as SAF’s Executive Vice President.  From 1967 - 1988, Bill served as President of George Banzhaf & Company, a family consulting firm with national practice specializing in forest land valuation and present and future projections of sustainable wood supply for the forest products industry.  Bill is a member of and holds position on the boards of numerous professional organizations including the Sustainable Forestry Board, Resources For the Future, Roundtable on Sustainable Forests, American Society of Association Executives, Greater Washington Society of Association Executives, Council of Engineering and Scientific Society Executives, Pinchot Institute of Conservation, Seventh American Forest Congress, Natural Resource Council of America , USDA, National Commission on Wildfire, National Council on Private Forests, and the Association of Consulting Foresters.  Bill is an Advisory Board member of the University of Michigan’s Ecosystem Management Initiative.

Come join your fellow NCSAF members to hear Bill.  We know that you will find this NCSAF luncheon a very informative session that should not be missed.  Please note also that the NCSAF Annual Business Meeting will take place at 1:15 following the luncheon in room 107A on the first floor of the Whitten Building.  We hope that you can stay for that meeting, for which a separate notice is being transmitted.  Please RSVP to Terri Bates, batesmt@verizon.net 703-538-1134 by 12:00 noon Tuesday, May 8.
Loren Ford

Program Chair

Annual NCSAF Business Meeting
As required by NCSAF bylaws, a 2007 Annual Membership Business Meeting will be held.  The meeting is scheduled for 1:15 p.m., immediately follow the May monthly luncheon on Thursday, May 10, in Room 107A of the USDA Whitten Building.  The Whitten Building is between 12th and 14th Streets, NW on Jefferson Drive (adjacent to the Capital Mall), with public entrance one
block west of the Smithsonian Metro Station Mall entrance.  All NCSAF members are encouraged to attend and participate in this business meeting. For questions and/ or additional information please contact Donna Gehlhaart, NCSAF secretary, by phone: (202) 628-1309 or by e-mail: Donna.Gehlhaart@ipaper.com
Annual Spring Clean Up Scheduled for Wild Acres
The annual spring clean-up work day at Wild Acres will be held on Saturday April 28 starting at 9 a.m. and lasting until lunch around noon.  Pizza and drinks will be available for lunch.  Come prepared to help clean up the grounds around the building.  Bring gardening tools like pruners, shovels, rakes, etc.  We do need for a couple chain saws to cut some limbs that blew down this past winter.  Work clothes are appropriate.  Come and join the group and enjoy the opportunity to see the lovely grounds of this old mansion.  Contact Dick Fitzgerald at (202) 205-1753 for information.
Dick Fitzgerald
Wild Acres Liaison
NCSAF Membership Update

As of the end of March 2007, NCSAF had a total of 292 members, which are three members shy of our membership goal of 295 members by the end of 2007.  Also as of the end of February, 33 NCSAF members have not yet renewed their memberships for 2007.  This is an improvement over this time last month when we had 41 members who had not yet renewed.  The NCSAF Executive Committee has been making personal contacts with these delinquent NCSAF members, and we hope to reduce this number even further leading up to the annual member Phonathon to be held on April 25 at the national office.  If you have not already done so, please contact Tim Resch at e-mail: tresch@att.net or call (703) 470-3166 and sign up for one of these nights to help us make calls to SAF members across the country. 

The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in March.

Reinstated

Justin T. Lamountain, CF, Green Man Forest Management

Transferred In

G. Randy Johnson, USDA Forest Service – from Marys Peak Chapter

Sharon L. Nygaard-Scott, USDA Forest Service – from Southeast Wisconsin Chapter

Melissa M. Squire, USDA Forest Service – from Sacramento-Tahoe Chapter

Transferred Out
Larry L. Emery – to Portland Chapter

Patrice A. Harou – to no State Society

Steven J. Quarterman – to Maryland/Delaware Division

Garth Smelser – to Big Bend Chapter

Jim Culbert

Membership Committee Chair

Treasurer’s Report
Current Balance:


Certificates of Deposit
$16,078.68


Cash
$100.00


Checking
$12,062.83



Total
$28,241.511



3/13 to 4/11
Year-to-Date

Amount received:


Auction Income
--
$1,809.95


Dues Disbursement
$347.50
$1,257.50


Interest & Dividends
$202.89
$1,909.00


Luncheon Receipts
$663.00
$2,555.00


Raffles
$3.00
$191.00



Total
$1,216.39
$6,016.34

Amount expended:


Awards-Recognition
--
$122.00


Foresters’ Fund
--
$500.00


Luncheon meals
$566.41
$2,487.31


Mailing
--
$3.57


Miscellaneous expenses
$55.00
$64.22


Web site
--
$138.80


Total
$621.41
$3,315.90

Net increase (decrease):
$594.98
$2,700.44

The miscellaneous expense was for annual dues to the Washington Academy of Sciences.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Treasurer, Doug Powell at dougpowell@fs.fed.us.

Doug Powell
Treasurer

2007 NCSAF Calendar of Events

Date


Description






Contact

April 25

Phonathon






   Tim Resch

Wild Acres

May 10

NCSAF Annual Business Meeting


     Wilhelmina Bratton

May 10

Developments in Forestry Certification


   Loren Ford

Bill Banzhaf, president, Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc.
May 15
Deadline for DC Forester




Jennifer Plyler 

May 17

Executive Committee Meeting


    Wilhelmina Bratton

June 7
SAF and Forestry in the U.S.



   Loren Ford


John McMahon, president, SAF

June 15 
Deadline for DC Forester




Jennifer Plyler 

June 21

Executive Committee Meeting


    Wilhelmina Bratton

July 12
International Forestry Research


    
   Loren Ford


Dr. Frances Seymour, Director-General, Center for 


International Forestry Research (CIFOR) *
July 19


Executive Committee Meeting


    Wilhelmina Bratton

August 9
Summer Intern Forum


   
   Loren Ford


TBD*
August 15 
Deadline for DC Forester




Jennifer Plyler 

August 16

Executive Committee Meeting


    Wilhelmina Bratton

September 13
Forestry in 2007 Farm Bill


         Loren Ford


Chairman Collin C. Peterson (D-MN) *
2007 NCSAF Calendar of Events (continued)
Date


Description






Contact

September 17
Deadline for DC Forester



      Jennifer Plyler 

September 20

Executive Committee Meeting


Wilhelmina Bratton

October 11
Changing Role in Forestry Education & Extension           Loren Ford


Dr. Steven Daley-Laursen, Dean, 


College of Natural Resources, U. Idaho*
October 15
Deadline for DC Forester



      Jennifer Plyler 

October 18

Executive Committee Meeting


Wilhelmina Bratton

November 8
Conservation Education


         Loren Ford


Dr. Safiya Samman*
November 15

Executive Committee Meeting


Wilhelmina Bratton

November 15 
Deadline for DC Forester



     Jennifer Plyler 

December 6

Executive Committee Meeting


Wilhelmina Bratton

December 13 

Holiday Party*




Wilhelmina Bratton

December 17
Deadline for DC Forester



    Jennifer Plyler 

*Tentative

2007 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position
	Individual’s Name
	Phone
	E-mail

	Chair
	Wilhelmina Bratton
	W: (202) 205-1144

H: (703) 631-9434
	wbratton@fs.fed.us

	Chair Elect 


	Eric Norland
	W: (202) 401-5971
H/Mb: (202) 641-4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov 

	Immediate Past Chair
	Laura Schweitzer
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219

H/Mb: (510) 847-3817
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Treasurer
	Doug Powell
	W: (202) 205-1724

H: (703) 698-1434
	dougpowell@fs.fed.us

	Secretary
	Donna Gehlhaart
	W: (202) 628-1223

H: (703) 739-7771
	Donna.gehlhaart@ipaper.com

	Tellers and Auditors Chair
	John Witherspoon
	W: (202) 205-1609

H:  (703) 830-1377
	jwitherspoon@fs.fed.us

	Communication Chair
	Terri Bates
	W: (703) 538-1134
	batesmt@verizon.net 

	Webmaster (Interim)
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453

H:  (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Membership Chair
	Jim Culbert 
	W: (202) 205-0854

H:  (703) 938-8736
	jculbert@fs.fed.us

	Program Chair
	Loren Ford
	W: (703) 605-4478

H: (703) 369-4792
	lbford@fs.fed.us

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair
	Corbin Newman
	W: (202) 205-0893


	cnewman02@fs.fed.us  

	Newsletter Editor
	Jennifer Plyler
	W: (202) 205-1777

H: (301) 445-4815
	jplyler@fs.fed.us


	Fundraising Chair
	Laura Schweitzer
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219

H/Mb: (510) 847-3817
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Historian
	Vacant 
	 
	

	Phonathon Chair
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453

H:  (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Policy Chair
	Rick Cooksey
	W: (202) 205-1469
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us 

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS)
	Denise Ingram
	W: (202) 205-3611
	cdingram@fs.fed.us 

	Wild Acres Liaison
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: (202) 205-1753

H:  (703) 378-8114
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us



























PAGE  
7

