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I’m writing this as I’m winging my way to D.C from Kansas City, having participated in the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests in Manhattan, KS.  This was quite an interesting meeting with several examples of how different organizations and localities are using the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators (MPCI) as a method to determine the status and condition of their forest resources.  The indicator data then provides the foundation for community dialogue and decision-making.  There were two particularly impressive examples of the use of the criteria and indicators on a landscape scale. 

Baltimore County has used the MPCI to develop its Baltimore County Sustainability Program that encompasses preservation, conservation and enhancement of the county’s forest resources across all ownerships.  For example, the tree planting program has been developed to enable landowners to plant trees in a funding partnership between the county, the landowner, and the nurseries that sell the trees. To see what Baltimore County is doing, go to: www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/environment/workgroup/index.html  
In the Kansas City area, the Mid-America Regional Council is the green infrastructure approach to accomplish better planning and smart growth.  Visit MARC at: http://www.marc.org/environment/Smart%5FGrowth/   Both of these projects represent a new approach to planning and maintaining the natural environment through the policies and practices of local government.  Professional foresters can play an important role in this evolving landscape of community-based natural resource planning.

I’ve been pondering about these projects from a couple of perspectives.  First, these efforts represent a different landscape for professional foresters to practice their profession.  This landscape is neither wildland nor urban.  It is a place in which forestry professionals have the opportunity to be “at the table” with a wide variety of natural resource professionals, planners, politicians, civil engineers and many others.  This is work that is not done in the field, but work that is done at a roundtable with each person providing professional experience and expertise.  As the landscape becomes more and more fragmented and diverse in the pattern of uses, there is a greater and greater need for foresters to be at the table and not only in the woods.  I don’t know who coined this saying but it is apropos: “If you’re not at the table, you could be on the menu.”

The other thing I’m pondering is this: Are other professionals more interested and excited about the Criteria and Indicators than foresters?  The indicators give us 67 “yardsticks” to measure the forest resources we are passionate about and to then develop or modify our work and our programs to bring about desired change.  I have to admit, I am really baffled about this.  Why wouldn’t we embrace a process that enables us to more effectively examine how well are forestry programs are doing, provides evidence of outcomes and impacts of our work, and enables us to make programmatic changes, in the broadest sense, based on data?  I need some help on this!  I invite your comments in the spirit of healthy dialogue and hope to hear from enough of you to be able to compile your thoughts and perspectives for the June DC Forester, with your permission.

Eric Norland

NCSAF Chair
Audit Committee Report

April 2008

The Audit Committee Charter requires that the audit committee conduct an audit of the Fiscal Year 2007, Jan. 31-Dec. 31, 2007, financial records of the NCSAF. Treasurer Dick Pardo made the records available to the committee chair.  This included financial transactions on a monthly basis for the past fiscal year and their supporting documentation.  Committee Chair Christy Kuczak independently reviewed the records.
NCSAF Membership Update 

As of the end of April 2008, NCSAF had a total of 288 members, which is three more than our membership goal of 285 for 2008.  However, we also have 23 members who have not yet renewed their membership for 2008.  

Results from the Phonathon may be available in time for next month’s DC Forester.
The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in April:

New Members

Victoria M. Lockhart – with American Forest & Paper Association

John Musinsky – with Conservation International

Transfers In

Todd M. Gartner, from Maryland/Delaware Division (with American Forest Foundation)

Joseph G. Reddan, from New Mexico Chapter, (with USDA Forest Service)
Transfers Out

Nathan P. Gatlin – to Skyline Chapter

Jimmy L. Reaves – to Pisgah Chapter

Jim Culbert

Membership Committee Chair
Membership Survey Results Available the Web site
In November and December of last year, NCSAF conducted using the Survey Monkey instrument a membership survey as a management tool for the incoming 2008 NCSAF Leadership team. The summarized results of that survey are now available on the NCSAF.

The purposes of the survey were to: 

• Determine member satisfaction and involvement with NCSAF activities;
• Determine how the NCSAF leadership can best serve the membership;
• Determine what NCSAF should be working on in the next several years; and 
• Provide opportunity to increase your involvement in NCSAF.

Fifty members, or about 18 percent of membership, completed the survey providing significant counsel. Observations from the data included:  

· 11 persons answering NO to “Have you participated in NCSAF or national SAF activities at some point in the last two years?” yet took the time to complete the survey. Lack of time and too many commitments were the most frequently cited reasons.

· The “Yes” responses frequently mentioned 1) monthly luncheons 2) National Convention 3) annual holiday reception and 4) phonathon. Respondents valued educational opportunities and social networking components. Only 25 percent noted “volunteer and service opportunities” as a membership benefit.

· The newsletter was valued but the web site had not been visited by two-thirds of the respondents. Most did not know it existed.  

· Of the 46 people that responded to age range, 16 (37 percent) noted that they were age 60 or older and 14 (33 percent) noted that they were 50-59 years old. Forty percent of the respondent noted that they had been in the DC area more than 20 years. Fifty percent worked for the federal government and 30 percent were retired.

· While anonymity was possible, about 53 percent of the respondents self-identified, allowing NCSAF officers the opportunity for follow-up discussion. 

Invitation to Participate in Virginia SAF’s Summer Meeting

The Skyline Chapter of the Virginia Division of the Allegheny SAF invites NCSAF member to attend their summer meeting on June 5 & 6 at Graves’ Mountain Lodge.  The lodge is about a two hour drive from Washington, DC.  This is a great opportunity for NCSAF and VASAF to connect and talk about forests and the forestry profession.  VASAF and NCSAF are quite distinctly different in many aspects and this meeting provides a chance for both memberships to get acquainted with each other.  For more information go to: http://www.apsaf.org/va/ApSAF%20VA%20Summer%20Mtg%202008.pdf 

SAF National Convention: Your Help is Needed

We are very excited that we are hosting the 2008 National Convention in Reno, November 6-8.  The agenda and activities are full of challenging and enjoyable events.  We most look forward to interacting with other natural resource professionals.  If you have not thought about attending, please go to the convention website, www.safnet.org, and then rethink your decision.  In order to make the convention successful, we will be relying on volunteers to plan and implement it.  There are numerous tasks, all of which will involve meeting and working with other wonderful folks.  Please go to the volunteer web site http://ucanr.org/safvolunteer for additional information and to sign up.  We can use your help for a couple of hours or longer.  Please contact us with any questions you may have.

Karen Jones and Frank Roth

Volunteer Co-Chairs

Karen: (530) 478-6254

Frank: (801) 625-5269

Treasurer’s Report

2/16/08 through 3/14/08

There was no luncheon meeting during this period, so no luncheon income or expense is reported..  The CapSci expense reimbursed expenses for two invited members of the NCSAF speakers’ panel.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Treasurer Dick Pardo (rpardo@mris.com) or any member of the executive committee.

Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$16,457.35


Cash




     $100.00



Checking



  $8,478.37

       Total



$25,035.72






         4/15/08 to 5/15/08
          Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                             

     Dues Disbursements                                             $0.00                           $1,480.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                               $0.00                               $775.00

     Raffles                                                                   $0.00                                $57.00

     Auction                                                           $1,732.00                           $1,732.00 

                                        _________                         _________

    Total Income                                                    $1,732.00 

            $4,044.00

Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                           $19.90

              $114.90

       Luncheon meals                                                   $0.00                             $989.50       

       SAF Leadership Academy                             
$0.00                              $250.00

       Capital Science 2008                                        $210.24                             $210.24

        Auction                                                              $25.00                               $25.00

        Miscellaneous                                                        0.00

                 $55.00                                                                                

  Total Expenses                                 
                     $255.14                           $1,644.64

Net increase (decrease)                                          $1,409.50                           $2,399.36    





Richard Pardo








Treasurer

A Century Ago: The 1908 Governors’ Conference on Conservation

By Aaron Shapiro, Forest Service Historian

This May is an historic month in the annuals of the American Conservation Movement.  It is the 100th anniversary of the 1908 Governor’s conference on Conservation, which was called by Teddy Roosevelt and took place right here in DC.  The 1908 conference focused public attention on the resource degradation which was going and set the tone for the conservation policies which followed.  The following paper by Forest Service Historian Aaron Shapiro provides details on the conference and its conservation legacy – Doug MacCleery, NCSAF historian. 
Called by President Theodore Roosevelt to consider the problems of conservation, the first Conference of Governors convened at the White House 100 years ago from May 13-15, 1908. Governors, members of the Supreme Court and the President’s Cabinet, as well as representatives from over seventy organizations attended the conference. Roosevelt invited William Jennings Bryan, Andrew Carnegie, John Mitchell, James J. Hill, and former President Grover Cleveland to represent the public. The governors adopted a declaration supporting conservation and, among other initiatives, the conference led to the appointment of 38 state conservation commissions. 
Since the beginning of his administration, Roosevelt had concerned himself with conservation policy. In 1903, he established the Public Lands Commission to examine and report on “the condition, operation and effect of the present land laws, and on the use, condition, disposal and settlement of the public lands.” The commission published its final report in 1905 with recommendations aimed at preventing abuse of existing land laws and assisting in the efficient development of natural resources. It also issued controversial recommendations regarding the classification and leasing of grazing lands. As a result of western opposition, many of these grazing recommendations were not implemented. In 1907, Roosevelt established the Inland Waterways commission to study the nation’s river systems. Roosevelt visited the commission on one of its trips, traveling the Mississippi River from Keokuk, Iowa to Memphis, Tennessee in October 1907 where the president and Pinchot continued their discussion of conservation. 
The original proposal for a national governors’ conference came in May 1907 from the Inland Waterways Commission and was limited in its focus on the improvement of waterways and the development of water resources. But WJ McGee, who historian Samuel Hays labeled the “chief theorist of the conservation movement” and who served as one of conservation’s greatest promoters, helped shift the focus from a conference focused solely on water issues to one that encompassed all natural resources. Roosevelt and Pinchot supported this effort.
In his December 1907 message to Congress, Roosevelt reinforced his stance on conservation, stating, “The conservation of our natural resources and their proper use constitute the fundamental problem which underlies almost every other problem of our national life.  As a nation we not only enjoy a wonderful measure of present prosperity but if this prosperity is used aright it is an earnest of future success such as no other nation will have. The reward of foresight for this nation is great and easily foretold. But there must be the look ahead, there must be a realization of the fact that to waste, to destroy, our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of using it so as to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the days of our children the very prosperity which we ought by right to hand down to them amplified and developed. For the last few years, through several agencies, the government has been endeavoring to get our people to look ahead and to substitute a planned and orderly development of our resources in place of a haphazard striving for immediate profit.”

Opening the 1908 conference, Roosevelt informed those assembled that conservation was the “weightiest problem now before the Nation,” and claimed that “the natural resources of our country are in danger of exhaustion if we permit the old wasteful methods of exploiting them longer to continue.” 

While governors delivered speeches at the conference, most of the presentations were written by Pinchot and McGee and explored conservation issues related to water, forests, soil, minerals, wildlife, reclamation, sanitation, grazing, land laws, navigation, and power. The conference urged the adoption of conservation practices to prevent continued exhaustion of natural resources and provide for their more efficient use. Financed largely from Pinchot’s personal income, both Pinchot and McGee believed the conference should produce specific recommendations that would garner public attention. Ultimately, the creation of a national conservation commission to inventory the nation’s natural resources provided that opportunity and was “the singular and triumphant work of the Governors’ conference” (Hays, Conservation and the Gospel of Efficiency, 139-140). 


The conference highlighted the Progressive Era emphasis on expertise as essential for policy development, ranging from natural resources to urban reform. Throughout his life, Pinchot continued to fight for conservation, publishing a book of that title in 1910 and continuing the effort as governor of Pennsylvania. Writing a year before the nation’s entry into World War II in “Conservation as a foundation for permanent peace,” Pinchot proposed a plan for international cooperation in the conservation and distribution of natural resources, claiming, “The conservation problem remains the fundamental human problem. Without natural resources, no human life is possible.”
Reflecting on the 1908 conference in Breaking New Ground, Pinchot wrote that it “was the first of its kind–the first not only in America, but in the world. It spread far and wide the new proposition that the purpose of conservation is the greatest good of the greatest number for the longest time.  It asserted that the conservation of natural resources is the one most fundamentally important material problem of all. The governors’ conference put conservation in a firm place in the knowledge and thinking of the people.  From that moment it became an inseparable part of the national policy of the United States conservation was universally accepted until it began to be applied. From the principle of conservation there has never been, because there could not be, any serious open dissent.  Even when applied in practice to the other fellow, it was unattackable.  But when it began to interfere with the profits of powerful men and great special interests, the reign of peace came to a sudden end.  From that day to this, men and interests who had a money reason for doing so fought conservation with bitterness, and in many cases with success.  That war is raging still, and it is very far from being won” (1947: 352-355).
The Roosevelt years, which saw the establishment of the U.S. Forest Service and the 1908 conference, put conservation on the map. The close relationship between Pinchot and Roosevelt, which dated back to Pinchot providing advice to Roosevelt on forestry matters during Roosevelt’s term as governor of New York (1898-1901) and included boxing and tennis matches as well as hiking, horseback riding, and hunting trips, afforded the two men numerous opportunities to discuss conservation matters. Pinchot recalled, “In his Administration generally, and especially in the public enterprises which came to be grouped under the conservation policy, T.R. set and enforced standards or personal and civic honesty, capacity, and efficiency never approached by any administration since the early days of the Republic” (1947: 382-384). Legacies of the 1908 conference included:

· Raised conservation as a national and international issue

· Establishment of over 100 National Forests in the year following the conference

· 
Creation of State Conservation Commissions

· Formation of National Governors Association 

· National Conservation Commission established in June 1908 as result of conference and charged with undertaking the first national inventory of natural resources. Pinchot served as chair of the executive committee.
· December 1908 meeting of Joint Conservation Congress to receive report of National Conservation Commission. The meeting was attended by 20 governors, representatives of 22 state conservation commissions, and leaders from various national organizations. 
· 1909 North American Conservation Congress called for an international conservation conference, an idea which Roosevelt endorsed, but no such meeting was held.
· Gifford Pinchot publishes Fight for Conservation (1910).
Smithsonian Official David Challinor, 87

Reprinted from The Washington Post

By Patricia Sullivan

Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, March 18, 2008; 10:25 AM

David Challinor, 87, the Smithsonian's assistant secretary for science and research for 16 years and a world-class rower until three years ago, died of congestive heart failure March 5 at his home in Washington.

Dr. Challinor, a biologist and naturalist, guided the institution through innumerable challenges and mentored the careers of numerous scientists. He also worked to preserve plant and animal species through his leadership in several conservation and environmental organizations.

Dr. Challinor was "probably the single most successful assistant secretary that the Smithsonian's had in the last 40 or 50 years," acting secretary Cristi Ann Samper said. "He understood his role as supporting the institution, and he had a deep, deep commitment to training and capacity building."

Dr. Challinor defended the Smithsonian's decision in the early 1980s not to restore a popular Chesapeake Bay island that was eroded by storms, asking, "By what right (or to what purpose) should man seek to mitigate a process as inexorable as the wearing down of the once-tall Appalachians, or the extinction of the woolly mammoth, or the demise of some other species doomed by nature?"

Later, when it became public that the Smithsonian had worked in the 1970s on a classified migratory bird study in the Pacific in partnership with the Defense Department, which was seeking "safe" sites for atmospheric testing of biological weapons, Dr. Challinor first refused to believe it.

"Why, by our very nature we cannot do classified work. It would violate the trust. This is what the Smithsonian Institution is all about. We have to publish what we do. If we don't, we are living a lie," he told a reporter in 1983.

When he found that the study had indeed been done, he declared: "By God, it would be over my dead body if that thing were ever cranked up again." As a result of the Pacific project and the ensuing turmoil, the Smithsonian inserted a clause in its contracts prohibiting classified work and requiring all findings to be published in open scientific literature.

Dr. Challinor joined the Smithsonian Institution in 1966, leaving the Peabody Museum of Natural History at Yale University to follow his mentor, ornithologist S. Dillon Ripley, to Washington. Starting as a special assistant in tropical biology, he rose to oversee all the Smithsonian science and research projects from 1971 to 1987. Dr. Challinor then became science adviser to the secretary and finally scientist emeritus from 1996 until his death.

He also wrote more than 200 " Letters from the Desk of David Challinor" that are in the Smithsonian's digital repository and available online. They address issues such as flu pandemics, tree ecology, bird song accents and dialects, the nature of trust, hydrothermal vents and "good smells and bad."

"I was just the other day reading his letter about what makes a good administrator," Samper said.

"What is the principal reward for being 'house mother,' public advocate, disciplinarian, performance evaluator, adjudicator, et al. to some 400 scientists, a large portion of whom are justifiably prima donnas?" asked Dr. Challinor in that September 2005 letter. "Thirty years of science administering has taught me that the reward is subtle but real. It derives essentially from being able to witness the completion of long-term goals."

Dr. Challinor, a world-class oarsman, took up rowing in 1934 and was a member of the undefeated 1940-42 Harvard University crews. After college, his interest in the sport declined until he was in his late 40s, when he began rowing for the Potomac Boat Club.

He won his age group in the competitive Head of the Charles regatta 13 times, including nine wins in 10 years during the 1980s. He competed until he was 84, collecting gold medals at the national and international masters championships.

He enjoyed calling his younger competitors in the older-than-70 senior veterans’ category "the kids."

"The problem is I forget I'm 82," he told a Washington Post reporter five years ago, when he averaged five miles a day on the Potomac. "I still consider myself a competitive athlete."

He noted that his speed and abilities had eroded with age, but he concluded that the rewards outweighed the frustrations.

He taught his granddaughter Hope Richardson, an All-Met rower, the techniques and skills of sculling, adding: "I now row with my granddaughter. It's one of the greatest pleasures of all time."

Born July 11, 1920, in New York City, Dr. Challinor graduated from Harvard a year early, in 1942, to enlist in the Navy during World War II. He served in the Mediterranean and Pacific theaters, primarily on the escort carrier Kasaan Bay.

He then moved to Texas and worked as a cotton broker, farmer and mortgage broker. By the late 1950s, he returned to the East to study forestry at Yale, from which he received a master's degree in 1959 and a doctorate in forest ecology in 1966.

He was a member of the Charles Darwin Foundation, the African Wildlife Foundation and the Environmental Defense Fund.

Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Joan Ridder Challinor of Washington; four children, Julia Challinor of Amsterdam, Mary Challinor of Washington, Sarah Challinor of San Francisco and David Thompson Challinor of Seattle; a sister; and six grandchildren

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events

Date


Description





Contact

May 20

NCSAF Happy Hour




Laura Schweitzer




Location:  Capital City Brewing Company, Union Station

June TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

June 19 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

June 20

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
June 24

NCSAF Happy Hour




Laura Schweitzer




Location TBD

July TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

July 17 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

August 14

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

August 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
August 21 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

September TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 18 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

October 16 

NCSAF Executive Committee (location TBD)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October 17

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

November 5-9

SAF National Convention



www.safnet.org



Reno/Tahoe, NV

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events (continued)
Date


Description





Contact 

November 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 20 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

December TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 18 

Joint 2008 & 2009 NCSAF Executive

Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Committees (location TBD)

2008 NCSAF Leadership Team
	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: (202) 401-5971
H/M: (202) 641-4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Chair Elect 
	E Lynn Burkett 
	W: (202) 785-6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Wilhelmina Bratton 
	W: (202) 205-1144 
H: (703) 631-9434 
	wbratton@fs.fed.us

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: (703) 549-8700 x122
M: (571) 215-2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary 
	Jessica McGlyn 
	W: (202) 861-9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair 
	Laura Schweitzer 
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219 
H/M: (202) 731-1445
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Membership Chair 
	Jim Culbert 
	W: (202) 205-0854 
H: (703) 938-8736 
	jculbert@fs.fed.us

	Phonathon Chair 
	Doug Crandall
	W: (202) 255-573
	doug_crandall@yahoo.com

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: (703) 538-1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: (202) 205-1777 
H: (301) 445-4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453 
H: (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Christy N. Kuczak 
	W: (703) 358-1748 
	christy_kuczak@fws.gov 

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair 
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks

            

	W: (202) 205-8336 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: (202) 452-7761
H: (703) 534-6425
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: (202) 205-1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: (202) 205-1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: (202) 205-3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: (202) 205-1753 
H: (703) 378-8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Mary Coulombe 
	 W: (703) 980-2122


	coulombe@cox.net 
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