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“I’ve been to the Shack”
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It’s not much to look at, sitting there along the banks of the Wisconsin River and at the end of a mosquito-infested trail just a short walk from a county road.  But oh what conservation ethics and history it represents.

I attended the Biennial Conference of the Association of Natural Resources Extension Professionals in Madison, WI last month.  One of the field trips was to the Aldo Leopold Foundation and Aldo’s shack.  Sitting in the shack on the same chairs and benches that the Leopold family sat on was…..interesting.  Many of the original fixtures remain.  It was, for me, a special opportunity to sit in a place where a man and his family recreated and connected with the natural world in a variety of ways.  Out of those connections and reflections came a land ethic that Aldo shared with all who would read and listen.

One thing that struck me was to hear the interpreter describe how Aldo refurbished the former chicken coop that was waist deep in manure, pieced together the bunk room by re-using what today would be scraps that we would discard, and made a place for the family to enjoy.  It reminded me again of what and how we consume our natural resources.  While we as a society talk and fret about our consumption of natural resources and kneed our hands about how we need to think and act differently, we are not there yet.  If everyone on the planet consumed at the rate that we do, it would be an awfully stark place.  The Leopold’s life in the cabin was simple and thrifty.  I wonder who can say that about their lives today.

So…go to The Shack either in person if you get the opportunity or in spirit, and renew your land ethic and your passion for the natural world.  It’ll be worth the “trip.”   It reinvigorated me.

Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable summer. 
Eric Norland

NCSAF Chair
The All-Member NCSAF Survey: What you told us

Several months ago, the NCSAF Executive Committee developed a web-based survey that you were asked to complete.  We are overdue in getting back to you with the results.  The complete compilation of all of the responses from the 52 respondents is on the NCSAF website, www.ncsaf.org for those of you who would like to review it.  But here are some of the results that the executive committee is grappling with:
· When asked what NCSAF should be doing that it currently isn’t, respondents said more social networking events, professional development opportunities, and issue forums/technical sessions like the ones that used to be held.

· Respondents were very positive about the DC Forester newsletter and found it to be very helpful in keeping them up to date.  They also suggested articles that are “less windy,” cover a wide array of topics including upcoming events, research findings, and policy developments, and articles about members: who they are, what they do, and what SAF means to them professionally and personally.

· Networking opportunities was cited as a way in which NCSAF has enhanced career opportunities.

· We have many members who live and work outside of downtown DC.  We need to find ways to connect with them, and not just expect them to travel in to the downtown to participate in NCSAF.

· Most respondents did not know that NCSAF has a website (www.ncsaf.org).

· Survey respondents continue their membership because it provides opportunities to network, socialize, and keep current in their profession.  Many respondents indicated that they continue their membership so that SAF can continue to be a voice for the profession.

· The vast majority of respondents have participated in either NCSAF activities or national SAF activities in the past two years.

· The most commonly cited reason for not participating was “not enough time”.

· Nearly 60 percent of the respondents said they were interested in serving on NCSAF projects, national and NCSAF committees, and as an elected officer.

There is much more to be gleaned from the results. Many thanks to all of you took the time to answer the survey. The executive committee is taking up many of the comments as action items and we will tell you about them as they develop.

SAF Council Update
SAF Council met June 7, 2008 in Priest River, Idaho.  Kirk David, District I Council member arranged for the meeting location at the Priest River Experimental Forest and for a tour of the forest. This was a unique venue for a Council meeting and I think a welcome change for Council. 

Most Affordable! Convention Invitation:  Come to the SAF Convention in Reno, Nevada November 5-9, 2008.  This will be one of the MOST affordable conventions ever.  Both flights and room rates are extremely reasonable and access in and out of Reno is easy.  “Forestry in a Climate of Change” is the theme and the program will be exciting, interesting and educational! Registration is now open.

District VII Fellows Election:  Council elected four District VII members to Fellows; Mr. Steve Resh, Mr. Doug Crandall, Mr. Loren Ford, and Mr. Dwight Fielder.  Please congratulate them on achieving the highest honor in our Society!

SAF National Office: Progress continues to be made in the sale of the National office property to Nation’s Academy.  There have been some delays and some additional work with Montgomery County, MD will take time. As you all know, property transactions are never done until they are done! 

SAF Task Forest Report on Managed Forests and Climate Change: Council endorsed this report and it will be distributed widely.  This report provides an extensive review of the relationships of forests and climate change. It will provide SAF with the scientific foundation for work in the public arena on climate change/forestry issues.  

SAF Testimony on the Forest Service State & Private Forestry budget:  I heard from a number of district members who expressed strong concerns to several Council members about SAF’s testimony on the Forest Service S&PF budget because it did not include a recommendation for funding equivalent to FY 08.  Michael Goergen explained that the individual line item funding recommendations within the S&PF budget were based on an overall view of the program and balance between line items.

2009 Leadership Academy: Council voted to hold a 2009 Leadership Academy. National office staff will prepare options for dates, location and costs, and Council will approve at the November meeting.  This should give members time to plan for participation. 

SAF Insurance: There will an article in the Forestry Source about the process for obtaining separate insurance to cover events such as field trips, etc. In addition, the SAF website will have the information that is needed for event planners. It is VERY important to plan the event well ahead of time and with discussions with the national broker, it is possible that additional insurance may not involve additional costs.

SAF Position Statements: Council approved two new position statements: Wildland Fire Management and Use of Herbicides. All SAF positions are on the SAF website. Divisions and Chapters should look at these national position statements as they work on any related issues. 

Student Activities: The District Student Representatives have been working on plans for the program at Convention. Also, they have identified some issues that they will work on, including connections with students, membership retention, and the student section of the SAF website. 

As always, if you have any questions or would like me to pursue any issues, please contact me at coulombe@cox.net, 202-761-1228 or 703-352-4460.  I appreciate your support and involvement in SAF!
Mary Coulombe

District VII Council Representative

Breaking News!  Three NCSAF members elected as SAF Fellows
The NCSAF Executive Committee recently received notice that three of our members were elected by the SAF Council as Fellows.  Annually, SAF honors those members who have provided outstanding contributions to the Society and to the forestry profession with the title of Fellow.  For election, professional members must demonstrate:

(a) A strong continuing commitment through direct SAF volunteer activities, and

(b) Exemplary action, sustained leadership, and advancement of the forestry in the application of forestry, education, public policy, research or technology transfer.

This year, SAF Council elected the following NCSAF members:  Doug Crandall, E. Dwight Fielder, and Loren Ford.
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Doug has been a member of SAF since 1987 and has held several volunteer positions within the Society ranging from Chair of the National Capital Society, to an active member of the Forest Policy Committee.  His professional legacy includes exciting international positions (as a forester and industry manager in Brazil), on the Hill (as Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health in the House of Representatives), and within respected NGOs (American Forest and Paper Association, National Forest Foundation, and the Society of American Foresters).  Currently, he is the Director of Legislative Affairs for the Forest Service in Washington DC.  


Dwight has been an active member of SAF since 1981, showing commitment to the Society at both the state and national levels of the organization—including Chair of the Maryland-Delaware division, serving on SAF Council, and as an active member of the SAF Accreditation Review Team in 2001 and 2003. Dwight has a long history of federal service, including the Naval Facilities Engineering Command, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  Currently he is Chief of the Division of Fish, Wildlife and Plant Conservation for the BLM in Washington DC.


Loren has been an active member of SAF since 1975 and has held numerous positions within the Society including Chair and Vice-Chair of various SAF units (including the National Capital State Society), Chair of the World Forestry Committee, and numerous SAF working groups (including International Forestry, Agroforestry, and Economics, Policy and Law).  Loren has a long and productive career that spans both international and domestic advances in forestry.  He has worked in Costa Rica and other locales in the Caribbean, contributed to the 1990 Farm Bill, and participated in the UN Summit on Sustainable Development.  Currently, he works as the State and Private Forestry Program Coordinator for the Forest Service in Washington DC.

Please join us in warmly congratulating these gentlemen for their outstanding contributions to the field of forestry, their continued service to the Society and on-going leadership to our profession.  And keep an eye out for forthcoming information on a social, after-hours celebration….







   Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair
NCSAF Membership Update 

As of the end of May 2008, NCSAF had a total of 290 members, which is five more than our membership goal of 285 for 2008.  However, we also have 22 members who have not renewed their membership for 2008.  These members will be purged from the rolls on July 1. 

Preliminary results from the Phonathon show that, over the three days of calls, 29 members paid by credit card.  An additional 125 members asked that a new invoice be mailed to them.  In addition, between the end of April and early June, the number of delinquent members decreased by 160, to 1,695 members. 
The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in May:

Transfers In

David A. Cleaves - from Long’s Peak Chapter (with USDA Forest Service)

Michael John O’Connell - from Portland Chapter

Richard “Rick” N. Rine - from Shasta Cascade Chapter (with USDA Forest Service)
Transfers Out

Peter L. Greeno – to Maine Division

Bill Edward Monahan - to Tar River Chapter

Jim Culbert

Membership Committee Chair
Treasurer’s Report

5/15/08 to 6/15/08

There was not a luncheon meeting during this period, so no luncheon income or expense was reported..  However, a $5.00 contribution was collected at the June 12 brown-bag meeting to cover some meeting costs, which I have labeled as meeting fee totaling $110.00.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.

Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$16,457.35


Cash




     $100.00



Checking



  $8,571.38

       Total



$25,128.73..






         15/15/08 to 6/15/08
          Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                             

     Dues Disbursements                                             $0.00                           $1,480.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                               $0..00                              $775.00

     Raffles                                                                   $0.00                                $57.00

     Auction                                                                $50.00                           $1,782.00 

      Meeting  Fee                                                     $110.00                             $110.00

                                        _________                         _________

    Total Income                                                       $160 00 

            $4,204.00

Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                            $ 0.00
                          $114.90

       Luncheon meals                                                   $0.00                             $989.50       

       SAF Leadership Academy                             
$0.00                              $250.00

       Capital Science 2008                                           $0.00                              $210.24

       Auction                                                                $0.00                               $25.00

       Miscellaneous                                                   
$0.00
                             $55.00                                                                                  __________                                                          _________                         ________

  Total Expenses                                 
                        $0.00                           $1,644.64

Net increase (decrease)                                           $160.00                            $2,559.44.    
Richard Pardo








Treasurer

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events

Date


Description





Contact

July TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

July 8


Happy Hour





Laura Schweitzer




Buffalo Billiards, Dupont Circle
July 17 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

August 14

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

August 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
August 21 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

September TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 18 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October TBD

NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

October 16 

NCSAF Executive Committee (location TBD)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

October 17

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

November 5-9

SAF National Convention



www.safnet.org



Reno/Tahoe, NV

November 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 20 

NCSAF Executive Committee (teleconference)
Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

December TBD
NCSAF Luncheon




Laura Schweitzer




Speaker TBD

2008 NCSAF Calendar of Events (continued)
Date


Description





Contact 

December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 18 

Joint 2008 & 2009 NCSAF Executive

Eric Norland

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Committees (location TBD)

2008 NCSAF Leadership Team
	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: (202) 401-5971
H/M: (202) 641-4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Chair Elect 
	E Lynn Burkett 
	W: (202) 785-6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Wilhelmina Bratton 
	W: (202) 205-1144 
H: (703) 631-9434 
	wbratton@fs.fed.us

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: (703) 549-8700 x122
M: (571) 215-2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary 
	Jessica McGlyn 
	W: (202) 861-9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair 
	Laura Schweitzer 
	W: (202) 737-1944 x219 
H/M: (202) 731-1445
	LSchweitzer@amfor.org

	Membership Chair 
	Jim Culbert 
	W: (202) 205-0854 
H: (703) 938-8736 
	jculbert@fs.fed.us

	Phonathon Chair 
	Doug Crandall
	W: (202) 255-573
	doug_crandall@yahoo.com

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: (703) 538-1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: (202) 205-1777 
H: (301) 445-4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: (202) 712-4453 
H: (703) 660-9292
	tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Christy N. Kuczak 
	W: (703) 358-1748 
	christy_kuczak@fws.gov 

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Chair 
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks

            

	W: (202) 205-8336 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: (202) 452-7761
H: (703) 534-6425
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: (202) 205-1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: (202) 205-1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: (202) 205-3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: (202) 205-1753 
H: (703) 378-8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Mary Coulombe 
	 W: (703) 980-2122


	coulombe@cox.net 











Doug Crandall





Dwight Fielder





Eric Norland, NCSAF chair at Leopold’s Shack





Loren B. Ford
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