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The other day, I took a few hours away from the assiduous task of a “stimulating” budget process at work and ventured out on a work field trip to the Holocaust museum.  The event was assembled to remember those who suffered during those horrendous circumstances.  The tour group spread quickly throughout the building to read about and view news clips, historical accounts and family stories accented by graphic and troubling photos and artifacts.  
We all eventually gathered in one of the many classrooms to witness the recount of a Holocaust survivor.  Intertwined among the many things expressed by the survivor was a vision of trees.   She saw them through the compound fence while walking from bunkhouse to building and peered at them through slatted openings in the railcars.  The trees spoke to her of hope, a sense of something beyond, of home and of life.   The trees provided a timely escape of memory mixed dreams.  Of all the things to value most at a time when death and suffering seeps through every pore and echoes in every hall; the trees helped her to survive and live on to share her stories.

In these current times of turbulent international relations, economic strife and environmental uncertainty, I wonder what the trees mean to those people living and working within and around this bustling, bureaucratic, maelstrom?  Do they reflect and inspire hope, home and life? Do they shade pork barrel progression or diplomatic truth?  Do annual tourists that come to view the cherry trees relish in the splendor of pinkish hues, oblivious to historically rooted significance?  Do the children in and around the Washington, DC metro area climb and swing on great ancestral oaks that shadowed Civil war soldiers or do they see the imported Ginkgos and Ficus as only an object to walk around while cutting across the school yard lawn?  What can the National Capital Society of American Foresters do to punctuate the merit and many virtues of trees?  Is that part of our assembled mission?   Is our constant reminder only an opportunity to view trees on pressed fiber through policy ink and crimson clasped bureaucracy?

I have never looked at a tree as a symbol of survival but I for one will probably never look at a tree the same way again.  I have many dependable memories of trees from which to draw on: the 60 inch circumference Ficus in front of my Uncle’s Beverly Hills house; fighting fires in the bristle cone pine forests of Utah; the fairy-like understory and mass of Douglas fir forests in the Pacific Northwest; and the ornamental paper birch that make me sneeze during the spring months of every year.   At NCSAF we are all coming from a combination of different perspectives related to trees: preservation; conservation; industry; academics; wilderness; urban forestry; forest policy; etc.  But the one thing that we all understand and focus on is the value of trees and the fact that they help us all to survive.  The NCSAF is a unique state society in that we are very diverse in our Forestry perspectives and focus on trees.  Although we do not represent a specific state but rather a metropolitan area, we have the unique responsibility, alongside the national office, to set the tone for forestry within the nation’s capitol.  We are at a cross roads between the public’s perception of forests and forest products, the changing demographics of forestry within the larger view of natural resource education and the foundation of forestry as a valuable long standing profession. 

Take a moment today and walk among the trees.  What do you see?  What do they mean to you?  What kind of an impact do you want your NCSAF organization to have on the trees and forests of tomorrow and the people who use them everyday?    

E.Lynn Burkett
NCSAF chair
NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction – June 25th
Are you looking for a great networking opportunity, or are you just looking for a fun night out?  Either way, please join us for the 4th Annual NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction on Thursday, June 25, at the Ballston Park Condominium Community Room.  The festivities will begin at 5:30 pm, with the auction starting sometime after 6:30 pm.  Entry fee - each guest should bring one bottle of wine to share (cost should not exceed $25/bottle).  Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be provided.
Time for spring cleaning!  Do you have any unwanted household items?  Any holiday or birthday gifts that don't fit with your decor, lifestyle or general likes?  Are you looking for a tax write-off?   Do you have any hidden talents (e.g., cooking, painting, etc.)?  Then donate to the auction!  This is NCSAF’s primary fund raiser for the year, so please come out and support your professional society.  If you have an auction item, please contact one of the following people and they’ll put it on the auction list (and arrange pickup, if necessary).

Dwight Fielder – (w) (202) 452-7761; (cell) (202) 285-6845; dwight_fielder@blm.gov
Rick Cooksey – (w) (202) 205-1469; (cell) (202) 731-5466; rcooksey@fs.fed.us
E.Lynn Burkett – (w) (202) 785-6594; (cell) (202) 468-4110; elynn_burkett@blm.gov
Doug Crandall has agreed to be our auctioneer again this year, and we’re expecting to have a good slate of bid items.  We'll compile a preliminary list of items to distribute prior to the auction.
So, come out and have a good time in support of NCSAF.  Mark your calendars today!
Directions:  Metro (recommended) - Take the orange line to Ballston station.  Cross Fairfax Drive and continue on N. Stuart Street one block to Ballston Park Condominium (1050 N. Stuart St.) on left.  Signs will direct you to the community room door on the first floor.

Driving - Fairfax Drive can be accessed by I-66 (Glebe Rd Exit) or Washington Blvd. (Rt. 27).  Stuart Street is between Taylor and Randolph off of Fairfax Dr.  There is a pay parking garage on Taylor, north of Fairfax Drive.
NCSAF Membership Update – May 2009
At the end of April, NCSAF had a total of 233 members in good standing, 52 fewer than our 2009 goal of 285 members.  I would like to correct my March 2009 NCSAF Membership Update, in which I stated that all but one of the 102 members who hadn’t renewed their membership by the end of January had renewed by the end of February.  That statement was incorrect, based on my incorrect interpretation of the NCSAF member spreadsheet provided by SAF headquarters.  As of May 8, 46 NCSAF members have not yet renewed their membership for the year.  During the remainder of May, the NCSAF Executive Committee will be phoning recalcitrant members to encourage them to continue support for our professional society.

ALERT FOR NCSAF MEMBERS CHANGING THEIR ADDRESS 
FOR SAF IN MD AND VA
Several times recently, members of NCSAF who have requested that SAF headquarters change their address on SAF’s member database to an address in Maryland or Virginia have been automatically transferred out of NCSAF and transferred into either Allegheny SAF if their new address is in Maryland or Appalachian SAF if their new address is in Virginia.  Because both Allegheny and Appalachian SAF have divisions, and Appalachian SAF also has chapters, it’s possible that this involuntary transfer from NCSAF will add division and even chapter dues to your state society and national dues.  Additionally, it’s possible that you will be removed from the NCSAF e-mail distribution list, so will not receive future notifications of NCSAF luncheons, volunteer opportunities, and other NCSAF notices.  So please take care if you change your address to notify Christopher Whited, SAF senior director for Marketing and Membership (whitedc@safnet.org) or Corey Hughley, membership services/database manager (hughleyc@safnet.org) that you prefer to continue to be a member of NCSAF, if that is your preference.

The following NCSAF membership changes occurred March-April:

Reinstated Member
Kathleen A. Radigan – Bureau of Land Management

Transfer Out

Gregg Nelson – Bureau of Land Management, to Emerald Chapter of Oregon SAF











Loren B. Ford









Membership Committee Chair
Wild Acres Spring Cleanup a Success
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It was an unexpectedly sunny and beautiful morning on May 9 at Wild Acres when members of the National Capital Chapter started pulling weeds, spreading mulch, and carting wheelbarrows around SAF headquarters. With 11 participants, we made headway all around the grounds: split a bit of firewood at the front door, cleared whole parking spaces of vegetation, trimmed the bushes around the circular driveway, and weeded and mulched the Lodge Memorial Garden and the flower beds around the house. Michael Goergen brought a pizza lunch and provided plenty of cold beverages for breaks in the shade. Thanks to E.Lynn Burkett, Rene Cochise, Dwight Fielder, Dick Fitzgerald, Loren Ford, Jon Menten, Dick Pardo, Bryan Petit, Paula Randler, Tim Resch, and Bob VanAken for representing the NCSAF chapter at the clean up! Special thanks to those who brought their tools to share. Join the fun this fall at the Wild Acres fall cleanup. 

Treasurer’s Report

4/16//09 through 5/15/09

Two luncheon programs were held during this period (Apr. 30 & May 14). Combined meal costs were $581.50, including a $30 gratuity each time. The combined luncheon income was $536.00. The only other income was $401.00 in dues disbursement. There were no other expenses.  If you have any questions please contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.

April 30 Balance (ACFU system down and unable to provide May 15 balance info today.)


           Certificates of Deposit

           $14,053.40


           Cash




    $100.00


           Savings  Account  (CD)                        $1,647.62

                       Checking  Account                                $4,025.50
 

       Total



                         $19,826.52






        3416/09 thru 4/15/09               Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                              

     Dues Disbursements                                          $401.00                        $1,556.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                            $536.00                            $774.00

     Raffles                                                                   $0.00                                 $0.00

     Auction                                                                  $0.00                                 $0.00 

     Meeting Fee                                                           $0.00                                 $0.00

     Matured CD



            $0.00

                  $0.00

     Dividends                                                               $0.00                             $171.42

Total income                                                            $937.00                           $2501.42
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                           $00.00                             $100.00

       Luncheon meals                                               $581.50                             $823.00  

       Auction                                                                $0.00                                  $0.00

       Miscellaneous                                                      $0.00
                             $79.99                                                                                  

       HSD Assessment                                                 $0.00                                   $0.00                                                                                            

       Forest Forums Catering                                       $0.00        
 
        $0.00
       Holiday Party Catering                                        $0.00         
                    $0.00
       D.C Forester                                                         $0.00                                 $32.38
       Website                                                                 $0.00                               $166.80

       Forestry On The Potomac grant                            $0.00                            $1,500.00

Total Expenses                                 
                    $581.50                              $2,703.17  

Net increase (decrease)                                         (-$887.07)                             (-$201.75)  








           Richard Pardo

Treasurer

Sally Collins Describes New Ecosystem Services Office at May NCSAF Lunch

Sally Collins, the director of the new USDA Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets (OESM), was the featured speaker at the May 14, 2009 NCSAF lunch.  The OESM was created in December to implement actions authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill, including the development of new technical guidelines and science-based methods to assess environmental services benefits, which will in turn promote markets for ecosystem services. 
Sally described the activities that she and her staff have been involved in over the last four months, which has consisted of many meetings with numerous stakeholders.  She noted that the office has generated a fair amount of interest among the media, landowners, federal employees, and investors, and she is pleased that there is now a central federal “home” within USDA for these issues.  She suggested that a market infrastructure is needed in order for investors to be interested in ecosystem services.  
She offered a few observations about how her office will be approaching its responsibilities, including: (1) a broad approach to its mandate (i.e., although carbon trading is a major focus area, it’s not just about carbon); (2) the need to be proactive with national standards; (3) the desire to have a wide range of stakeholders at the table, in order to make this work for all parties; (4) the intention to build on experiences over the last 15 years in ecosystem services markets; and (5) the need to coordinate across government.  NCSAF is grateful to Sally for taking time out of her busy schedule to speak our members.

 Nadine Block
2009 Phone-a-Thon a Great Success!
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This year the National Capital State Society hosted the annual phone-a-thon over three nights:  April 15, April 21, and April 27.  More than 20 NCSAF members staffed the phones next to SAF national headquarters staff, making calls to members into the late night.  And after calling more than 600 members, 220 members renewed their membership for 2009.  And aside from keeping members of our profession engaged, at an average of $130 per membership, the membership increase corresponded to more than $28,000 of revenue for the Society.  Even though the slow economy has made it hard for a number of members to keep up their membership, almost all of the foresters we talked to were happy to hear from us.  

Christopher Whited, SAF’s new senior director for Marketing and Membership, called the event “Quite a success,” and wanted to extend his appreciation on behalf of the Society to NCSAF for its great efforts and contributions.  Members of the national staff made sure that all bellies were full before the phoners started calling.  The food’s diversity was parallel with its deliciousness (PotBelly’s, Mexican, thin-crust pizza, etc.)  Prizes, ranging from t-shirts to hats to books, were awarded to a number of members for high-sign ups.  All members had a good time.

Trees for People – Quantifying Nature Services to Improve Human Capital

On May 14, Dr. Kathy Wolf addressed the largest Trees for People audience yet with her presentation Trees, Mind, and Heart: Enriching our Cities. Dr. Wolf talked about the necessity of having trees in cities for more than beauty and ecosystem services. Natural landscapes are being used as urban management tools to improve the capacity of human capital in urban areas. Trees planted in cities combat obesity, improve worker productivity, and decrease the costs of health care by lowering stress and increasing physical activity. 
One set of evidence reports that computer operators in a room with plant life reported greater attentiveness to their tasks and showed 12 percent faster response times on computer tasks than those in a room without plant life; they also had lower systolic blood pressure. Retail centers replete with trees and outdoor resting spaces attract shoppers from further away and encourage them to stay and shop longer than do the bare, bleak shopping centers built in many cities. Dr. Wolf drew heavily on her recent experiences with urban natural environments in Japan, bringing the first international flair to the speaker series. For a copy of her presentation and to learn more about what Dr. Wolf calls “metro nature services” to urban dwellers and city governments, please visit her website: http://www.naturewithin.info/new.html.

Contact: Paula Randler, pbrandler@fs.fed.us


           Web: http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf 

From the NCSAF Science & Technology Coordinator
Learn about the world of science organizations in the greater Washington, DC area. The Washington Academy of Sciences (WAS) provides a link to nearly 60 science-related organizations in the Washington, DC area, which underscores the scientific capacity and expertise available to you as a member of an affiliate society of WAS.

In order to better inform you of the science community in Washington, D.C., we are experimenting with Friday postings of event notices that I receive as your Liaison to WAS. These notices are forwarded to me by the WAS Affiliates Chair, Eugene Williams. In addition to the notices that I receive from Eugene, you can also visit the WAS website at any time to find out about WAS activities, affiliates’ events, The Journal and other science related information. Please visit the Washington Academy of Sciences website (http://www.washacadsci.org/   - click “Calendar” in the left-hand corner) to learn about events that are hosted by WAS affiliates.

Another feature of the WAS website is a unique collection of works of art that have science and technology as subjects, ranging from the humorous Churchman’s Cigarette Ad” to the morose exploration of a cadaver depicted by Rembrandt. Check out the WAS on-line assembly of art work by clicking on “art in science, … and vice versa” on the left-hand side of the WAS home page. Enjoy!

Please visit the Washington Academy of Sciences website (http://www.washacadsci.org/   -  click 

"Calendar" in the left-hand corner) to learn about events hosted by WAS Affiliates in the DC area 

 Denise Ingram 
S&T Coordinator
Upcoming Meetings of Interest

SAF National Meeting

September 30- October 4, 2009

Orlando, FL

                                             http://www.safconvention.org/natcon-09/
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Featuring keynote address by Charles C. Mann, author of 1491 – winner of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences' Keck Award for the best book of the year.


Don't miss the premier forestry management event of the year when the 2009 National Convention heads to Walt Disney World® Resort September 30-October 4. 

Join us at the Disney's Coronado Springs Resort for a truly special event. Known for its immersive experience and exceptional service, Disney is sure to be a treat for the entire family. Disney's Coronado Springs Resort celebrates the character and traditions of the American Southwest and northern Mexico.

Conveniently located in Disney's Animal Kingdom® Resort area, Disney's Coronado Springs Resort is a stone's throw from all four Walt Disney World® Theme Parks, championship golf and Disney entertainment districts. More than 1,500 forestry and natural resource professionals will exchange ideas, share professional expertise, and learn the latest technology and research to help them work more effectively.
For more info, see http://www.safconvention.org/natcon-09/
	Technology Transfer and Innovation Forum 
Technology Transfer Society DC Chapter - Spring Series

	What Really Drives the Innovation Economy?

	Who 
	Mr. Dan Loague, Executive Director of the Capital Formation Institute, Inc (CFI). 

	When 
	May 20, 2009, 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

	Where 
	Southeastern Universities Research Association 
1201 New York Ave. NW, Suite 430 
Washington, DC 20005 

	Other 
	Registration: Free, but registration is requested. 
Register at: http://lab2ipo.org/RSVP/ [Case sensitive] 

Co-organizers: 
Technology Transfer Society, Washington Chapter (T2SDC.org) 
Southeastern Universities Research Association 
George Washington University - Council of Entrepreneurial Tech Transfer & 

Commercialization 
The Federal Laboratory Consortium 
The Angel Investors of Greater Washington (AIoGW.org) 
The Entrepreneur Center @ The Northern Virginia Technology Council 
Maryland Technology Development Corp. (TEDCO) 
Montgomery County Department of Economic Development (SmartMontgomery.com) 
Rockville Economic Development, Inc. 

Hold the date for the next forum on Tuesday, June 16 




Early Bird Discount Ends May 22

http://www.nebc.org/
Ecosystem Markets: Making Them Work

Using market forces to protect and restore ecosystems.

June 18-19, 2009

Doubletree Hotel, Lloyd Center - 1000 NE Multnomah

Portland, OR 97232

Presented By

American Forest Foundation

Northwest Environmental Business Council

2009 NCSAF Calendar of Events
Date


Description





Contact

June 11

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

June 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
July 9


Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell


E.Lynn Burket



Location TBD

August 13

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

August 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 10 

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
October 8

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

October 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 12

Native American Heritage



Jon Menten

November 13

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 10

NCSAF holiday party




E.Lynn Burket




and tree lighting ceremony, Longworth Bldg.


December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
2009 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Chair Elect 
	Michael Mortimer 
	W: 703 538-3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: 202 401 5971
H/M: 202 641 4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: 703 549 8700 x122
M: 571 215 2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jessica McGlyn
	W: 202 778 9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	Loren Ford 
	W: 703 605-4478 
H: 703 369-4792 
	lbford@fs.fed.us
lorenb.ford@gmail.com

	Phonathon Chair 
	Bryan Petit
	H: 760 294 3139
W: 202 720 7252
	brp@obpa.usda.gov

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: 202 205 1751 
H: 301 445 4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
W: 202 463 2753 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 202 452 7761

H: 703 534 6425
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: 202 205 1753 
H: 703 378 8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Kenneth Jolly
	W: 401 260 8502 
H: 410 263 1989 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us


SAF member Loren Ford calling his fellow Society members, requesting they renew their membership for 2009.
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