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NCSAF Membership Update
February 2009
Greetings, fellow NCSAF members.  I’m your new NCSAF membership chair.  As of December 31, 2008, NCSAF had 277 members, eight members fewer than our membership goal of 285 for 2009.  In December, two members transferred out of NCSAF and one member transferred in.

This NCSAF membership number of 277 includes 102 of you, well over one-third, who hadn’t yet renewed your SAF membership for 2009 as of the end of January.  I realize that many of you recalcitrant members have simply forgotten to renew or misplaced your renewal invoice, but please be aware that provisions in the SAF bylaws regarding membership renewal are more strictly enforced this year by the national office.  You can renew online at http://www.safnet.org.  Any members who don’t renew by the end of March will cease to receive their Journal of Forestry, The Forestry Source, and other membership services, and will be no longer be considered members in good standing of the Society of American Foresters effective April 1.  In recent years, SAF headquarters has been more lenient in continuing delivery of publications to members who haven’t renewed at least through April, and haven’t purged non-renewing members from the roster until the end of June.  As in previous years, the NCSAF executive committee will be calling all members who haven’t yet renewed by the end of February, to make a personal contact and urge renewal.  Avoid the embarrassment of being called by sending in your dues promptly.

NCSAF annually contributes service to our national professional society through the annual Phonathon to contact members who haven’t renewed membership across the country.  Last year’s Phonathon, organized by NCSAF member Doug Crandall in cooperation with staff at SAF headquarters, contributed toward renewal by 160 members among the hundreds of delinquent members contacted on three evenings in May.  This year’s Phonathon will be earlier due to the stricter conformance with the renewal provisions in the SAF bylaws, and is being organized by Bryan Petit.  See the notice from Bryan elsewhere in this DC Forester.  I encourage members to participate in this year’s Phonathon.  It’s a great opportunity to get together on a spring evening at beautiful Wild Acres and spend some time with your fellow foresters to provide a valuable service to our professional society.

The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in January:

Transferred Into Chapter

 Tom Peterson – US Forest Service from Chattahootchee Chapter, Georgia Division, SE SAF

Transferred Out of Chapter
Robert L. Tjaden Jr. – to Maryland/Delaware of Allegheny SAF

Peggy J. Harwood – to NE Texas of Texas SAF










Loren B. Ford









Membership Committee Chair
NCSAF Needs Your Help to Keep SAF Healthy

Would you be willing to volunteer at the party house, known as SAF headquarters, to call SAF members from around the country?  Two evenings, three?  That’s right Phonathon is approaching.  This year the dates will be Wednesday, April 15; Tuesday, April 21; and Monday, April 27.  Good food, good company, and this year we will be posting on the NCSAF website who has signed up on which dates so you can pick your company.  If you can spare a couple hours after work on any of the listed nights, please call Bryan Petit at (202) 720-7252.  We will have an orientation and dinner around 6-ish and make calls to members until about 8:30 pm or 9 pm each evening.  Seeking feedback from members and reminding them to pay their dues is the main way NCSAF supports our friends at the national office.   
Bryan Petit

Phonothon Chair

NCSAF Website Rich in Content and Use Increasing

The membership survey of November 2007 indicated two-thirds of the respondents had not yet visited the NCSAF website at NCSAF.org.  Some did not know it existed.  Many more of you have visited in the last year.  Those that had visited liked the easy access to NCSAF organizational documents and to related websites, such components of SAF national site as well as the web sites of the Allegheny and Appalachian State Societies.   Others liked access to the newsletters and newsletter archives, the calendar of events and program reports. The usage summary below shows the increase in pages, files, hits, visits, and downloads over the past year.
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Most (62 percent) of our home page visitors come to the site by direct request, that is typing in ncsaf.org but the remainder come via referrals from other sites and search engines.  Obviously people find us by searching for NCSAF but other visits came from the following search strings: national capital society of American foresters, American capital society, DC society of American foresters, SAF capital, and SAF foresters DC chapter. No surprise that users download copies of the newsletter but in January we also had 31 downloads of Capital Forestry: A History of the National Capital Society of American Foresters by Arthur V. Smyth

Our networking sites

NCSAF now has a presence on facebook and linkedIn.  We don’t have  many NCSAF members yet but the SAF facebook site has 642 members.  These social networking sites provide for user supplied content.  Our intention for the NCSAF site is a place to advertise seminars and other presentations related to forestry and is open to the scientific public.  

SAF internet-based resources

The E-Forester email newsletter is for SAF members only and is an easy-to-access email newsletter designed with the busy SAF member in mind. Twice a month The E-forester will bring you the latest news happening in forestry, natural resources, and inside the Society. Each issue of The E-Forester includes: 

· Forest News – top stories 

· Sustainability and Certification – top news and issues 

· Science Discoveries – the latest studies and findings 

· Forest Resources – information you can put to work 

· Inside SAF – the latest news and opportunities
To receive The E-Forester, send your full name, e-mail address, and a request to eforest@safnet.org. If you have any questions about The E-Forester, contact Joe Smith, at smithj@safnet.org   Another SAF resource especially pertinent to NCSAF members is forest policy update, a free service of SAF to keep people informed about forest policy actions around the country.   
NCSAF members should also be aware of and may contribute to the Forests and Forestry in the Americas: An Encyclopedia, which is a web-based wiki-encyclopedia, having approximately 300 separate entries, taking contributions from forest and natural resource scholars and experts. The audience for the encyclopedia is generallypeople that are not familiar with forestry, including the general public and students, that reach the site through graduate work, teachers, journalists, and professionals and those who want a brief summary of a subject outside their area of expertise. SAF and the International Society of Tropical Foresters are sponsoring this encyclopedia incooperation with their working groups and members. We currently have about 115 articles posted on this site, and about 40 more in preparation. We are still seeking authors for more subjects that we have identified, or consider suggestions from those who want to contribute. 

Another resource for SAF members and the community is The Dictionary of Forestry, a revision of the 1971 Terminology of Forest Science, Technology, Practice, and Products, published by the Society of American Foresters and edited by F.C. Ford-Robertson.  The recommendation to revise the Ford-Robertson Terminology was made by the Society of American Foresters' Forest Science and Technology Board and endorsed by SAF's council. SAF's 29 working groups were asked to contribute to the revision.   We hope this dictionary will help students, professionals, and the public — all those interested in the science, management, and conservation of forests — communicate technically with precision, clarity, and consistency. As with all language, the vocabulary of forestry is dynamic, and the terms and definitions complied here reflect current professional acceptance and use.  Realizing that this work is ongoing, the editor and publisher welcome your general comments and questions as well as information on perceived errors and omissions.

SAF has also started a Blog to serve as a forum that SAF members can use to share their experiences promoting forestry to the public given that SAF state societies, divisions, and chapters conduct a wide variety of public outreach programs each year (presentations, legislative luncheons, field days, workshops, walks in the forest, etc).  

Finally, Forestry Focus, formally SAF-news, is a moderated list that has been established for those interested in discussing forestry and natural resource issues. It is intended to serve as a way for the conservation community to exchange information and ideas about forestry and natural resource issues. This list is moderated, which means that a volunteer group of SAF members screens all messages prior to posting them to the entire group. By screening messages, it ensures that they adhere to the rules andguidelines and that moderation processes are followed.  To subscribe to Forestry Focus, simply send an e-mail message to Steve Wilent at swilent@earthlink.net. You will then receive a welcome message with details about how to post messages.

Tim Resch
NCSAF Webmaster

February NCSAF Luncheon and Program

The February NCSAF luncheon will feature a presentation by Dr. Ralph Crawford, Forest Service National Program Leader for Rangeland Ecology Research.  Dr. Crawford's presentation will focus on implementation of the Federal Geographical Data Committee (FGDC) National Vegetation Classification Standards.  The presentation will provide information on the development of a dynamic floristic classification process standard that increases the ability to share vegetation data among Federal agencies and other partners.  Other organizations involved with this effort include the Ecological Society of America, The Nature Conservancy, and the National Biological Information Infrastructure.

Details: 11:30 AM -1:00 PM, Thursday, February 19, 2009 in the Lincoln Room of the Executive Dining Room, 3rd  Floor Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW.  Buffet lunch fee $17.00 payable to the NCSAF treasurer, Dick Pardo.  Checks or exact change is welcome.
As soon as other speakers and luncheon dates are established, they will be posted on the NCSAF website so that people can mark their calendars in advance.
Treasurer’s Report

1/15//09 through 2/13/09

If you have any questions please contact treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.

Current Balance


Certificates of Deposit

$13,892.96


Cash




     $100.00


Savings  Account  (CD)                        $3,146.89

            Checking  Account                                $4,169.99
 

   Total



             $21,208.84





        1/15/09 thru 2/13/09               Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                             

     Dues Disbursements                                       $1,155.00                        $1,155.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                                $0.00                                $0.00

     Raffles                                                                   $0.00                                 $0.00

     Auction                                                                  $0.00                                 $0.00 

     Meeting Fee                                                           $0.00                                 $0.00

     Matured CD



            $0.00

                  $0.00

Total income                                                         $1,155.00                         $1.155.00
Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                            $0.00                             $0.00

       Luncheon meals                                                  $0.00                              $0.00

       SAF Leadership Academy                                  $0.00                              $0.00

       Auction                                                                $0.00                              $0.00

       Miscellaneous                                                    $40.00
                         $40.00                                                                                  

       HSD Assessment                                                 $0.00                              $0.00                                                                                            

       Forest Forums Catering                                      $ 0.00        
 
   $0.00
       Holiday Party Catering                                        $0.00         
               $0.00
       DC Forester                                                       $32.38                            $32.38
       Website                                                             $166.80                          $166.80

Total Expenses                                 
                     $239.18                           $239.18  

Net increase (decrease)                                             $915.82                           $915.82  

Proposed NCSAF 2009 Budget
Projected Income


 

      
Auction Income       

                $2,500.00


            Dues Disbursement

                $1,800.00


      
Interest and Dividends

       $650.00


      
Luncheon Receipts
                             $1,200.00



      
Maturing CD


                 $3,187.66


    
Raffles                                                         $200.00

                  
Meeting Fees                                               $300.00


       
Foresters' Fund                                             $260.00


Total Income                                                      $ 10,097.66 

Projected Expenses


               

          Awards recognition


        $400.00


           Luncheon Meals                                        $1,400.00


            SAF Leadership Academy                       $1,000.00

            Forest Forum Expenses                            $1,000.00     

 
Foresters Fund                                             $260.00


   
Holiday Party
 
 
                  $4,000.00


            HSD Assessment


         $150.00


            Misc Expenses


         $100.00



            Forestry On The Potomac grants              $3,000.00

                        Website                                                          $90.00


            DC Forester                                                 $100.00

  
  Total Expenses                                                 $ 11,500.00                                              


   
Difference  



  (- $1,402.34)


    Richard Pardo








Treasurer

NCSAF New Member Profile -Thomas A. Peterson
Please join me in welcoming new NCSAF member Tom Peterson, director of the Forest Management Staff, National Forest System, in Forest Service headquarters.  Tom was named director in May 2008.  In this role he provides leadership and guidance for the forest management activities of the Forest Service, including forest management planning, integrated vegetation management, mensuration, silviculture and timber sale contracts and administration. 
Born and raised in Minneapolis, MN, he spent many hours in the forests of northern Minnesota on his grandparent’s land where he developed a love of the great outdoors.  This fondness eventually led him to the University of Minnesota in St. Paul, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Forest Management in 1972.  
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Tom began his career on the Ottawa National Forest in Michigan as a timber marker in 1973. His early trips to the field with the district ranger gave him the opportunity to learn about the importance of national forests from a seasoned individual, and left him with the lasting ambition of becoming a district ranger himself. He later worked on the Chequamegon and the Mark Twain National Forests as a reforestation and timber stand improvement forester.  

In 1987 he served first as the district ranger on the Tofte District and then district ranger on the Gunflint District, both units of the Superior National Forest, until 1994. That year he accepted a position in the Eastern Regional Office in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on the Forest Management Staff.  In 1998, he moved to the Forest Management Staff at the Forest Service Headquarters in Washington D.C. 

In 2001, Peterson was named regional director for Forest Management in the Forest Service’s Southern Region, based in Atlanta, Georgia, where he worked until he was selected as the deputy regional forester for Natural Resources for the Region in August of 2005.  As deputy regional forester he was responsible for Forest Service natural resources policy and direction in thirteen southern states from Texas to Virginia and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.  Units under his direct supervision were Biological and Physical Resources; Forest Management – Timber/Silviculture; Lands, Minerals & Uses; Planning; Public Affairs, and Resource Information Management.

Beginning on March 3, 2008, Peterson was named acting regional forester for the Southern Region, where he served until assuming his new position in July 2008.

Tom met his wife Lorna on the Medford Ranger District in 1975, and they were married in 1977. They have one adult daughter, Erika. Tom plays golf and is an avid archery hunter.  He has been a member of the Society of American Foresters for more than 20 years.                          Loren B. Ford
Membership Chair
National SAF Convention

Orlando, FL 

September 30-October 4
Call for Papers

There is only a few days left to submit your presentations for the SAF national convention.
Be part of this premier forestry and natural resources event! Visit www.safconvention.org today to register your presentation.

We want presentations that will:

· Share experiences, expertise, and best practices

· Impart new information

· Showcase creative programs and services

· Demonstrate innovative ideas and solutions

· Enhance the knowledge, skills, and abilities of those working in natural resources and forestry

What should proposals include?

· Original material

· Practical and implementation-focused information

· Tangible benefits to natural resource management

· Examples, practical applications, cause and effect, and are supported by case studies

· A defined focus on the chosen track and theme

· Advance the body of knowledge for professionals

Proposals CANNOT be a marketing/sales/product demo.

Program Tracks Include:

· Renewable Bioenergy

· Emerging Technology

· Recreation and Tourism

· Fire Management and Suppression

· Longleaf Pine

· Forest Engineering/Operations

· Invasive Species Management and Prevention

· International Trade and Markets

· Landscape Change and Management

· Certification

· Urban and Community Forestry

· Human Dimensions of Forestry

· Ecosystem Goods and Services

· Forest Biology and Management

Presentation Submissions                                                                                                           Submit your proposal at www.safconvention.org by Wednesday, February 18, 2009. All presenters must register, pay convention fees, and travel expenses. Submitters will be notified in April 2009. Proposals not selected for their requested format may be offered the opportunity to present a poster. Don't miss your opportunity! For more information, contact Terry Clark at clarkt@safnet.org or (866) 897-8720, ext. 123.

NCSAF Program Summary for 2008
January 31

Speaker:  McKinley-Ben Miller, state forester for the Bureau of Land Management in Arizona

Topic:  Forest Health & Integrated Vegetation Management, a contemporary view.

February 20

Speaker: Jaelith Hall-Rivera, wildfire policy analyst, The Wilderness Society

Topic:  New Directions in Wildland Fire Management

March 27

Speaker: John Fedkiv, retiree, USDA Office of the Secretary

Topic:  Landscape Forestry: Exploring Stewardship and Sustainability Concepts in an 
Evolving Society

April 23

Speaker:  Dr. Taylor Rickets, director of World Wildlife Fund’s Conservation Science Program
Topic: World Wildlife Fund’s Natural Capital Project
May 15

Speaker: Janie Simms Hipp, J.D., LL.M., national program leader, Farm Financial Management, Risk Management Education, Trade Adjustment Education, USDA Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service

Topic:  Risks and Timber: A Lawyer’s Perspective
June 12

Speaker: Dr. Janaki Alavalapati, professor of Forest Resource Economics and Policy in the School of Forest Resources and Conservation, University of Florida; Also currently serving as a senior advisor for International Energy Affairs at the US Department of State

Topic:  Forest Biomass for Bioenergy: Implications for Sustainable Forestry in the Southeastern United States 

July 30

Speaker: Dave Tenny, president and CEO, National Alliance of Forest Owners 
Topic: Exploring the Formation of the National Alliance of Forest Owners 

August 19

Speaker: Dr. Monica Lear, deputy associate director for Urban Forestry, District of Columbia Urban Forestry Administration

Topic:  Trees are Capital to the Nation's Capital: The Urban Forestry Administration and Unique Challenges of the Urban Forest in the District of Columbia

September 11
Speaker: David A. Zeitlin, division manager of the Tree Preservation and Land Restoration, The Care of Trees 

Topic: Incorporating Trees and Forests into Urban Design and Development

Annual NCSAF business meeting

October 9
Speaker: U.S. Forest Service Chief Abigail Kimbell 

Topic: The Forest Service Now and Into the Future

November 13

Speaker: Dr. José Barreiro, assistant director for Research, National Museum of the American Indian

Topic:  A Perspective on Native Americans and Natural Resources

December 11

Luncheon

Speaker: Dr. Rich Guldin, Director, Quantitative Sciences, USDA Forest Service – Research and Development

Topic: The 2010 Draft National Report on Sustainable Forests: What Does it Tell Us and the Public Review and Comment Opportunity

Workshop  

Speakers: Dr. Rich Guldin, director, Quantitative Sciences, USDA Forest Service – Research and Development and Dr. Eric Norland USDA-CSREES and co-chair, communication and outreach work group – Roundtable on Sustainable Forests

Topic:  Roundtable on Sustainable Forests – Outreach Partners Workshop

NCSAF Luncheon: November 13, 2008

A Perspective on Native Americans and Natural Resources

Written by: Jake Reilly, American Forests

To celebrate Native American Heritage Month, the NCSAF November luncheon featured Dr. José Barriero from the National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI).  Dr. Barriero is the assistant director of research at the NMAI and a noted scholar and journalist of American Indian policy and the contemporary Native experience.  The luncheon, held in the secretary’s dining room at the USDA Whitten Building, began with the performance of a moving song of the Pueblo people from the southwest U.S., entitled “San Juan Pueblo Lullaby” by a fellow colleague of Dr. Barrierp’s from the NMAI.
“The Earth and myself are of one mind” – Dr. Barriero began his speech with that beautiful quote from Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce, underscoring the unique relationship between Native American cultures and natural resources.  He followed with a brief history to the NMAI, from its roots in the social activism of American Indians in the 1960's through the museum’s opening in 2004, describing the NMAI as a museum of elders from many tribes across North and South America who provide valuable direction through their living cultures and traditions.  The unique artifacts housed in the museum are assembled, in large part, from the private collection of George Gustav Heye.
Dr. Barriero traced his own spiritual recognition of the forest to his childhood near Havana, Cuba; many of his close relatives lived in mountain forests and relied heavily on wood for their survival.  This reciprocity between people and forests is common across many tribes, as 18 million of U.S. forest land rests with native tribes, producing over $70 million in timber harvests while maintaining exceptional ecosystem health.  He cited the Menominee tribe as a specific case of sustainable tribal forestry that is increasing production while maintaining exceptional management practices, products, and prices for wood products.
While tribes are providing excellent examples of sustainable forestry, they also face real threats from resource exploitation and climate change.  Tribal food supplies are already being affected, and increasing droughts and fires are ravaging tribal forest resources.  Dr. Barriero stressed the importance of collaboration between tribes with living knowledge of the forests and agencies with scientific knowledge; only through the cooperative work between traditional and new knowledge sources can our nation’s forests adapt.
2009 NCSAF Calendar of Events
Date


Description





Contact

February 19

Dr. Ralph Crawford




Jon Menten

Federal Geographical Data Committee (FGDC) 
National Vegetation Classification Standards


Whitten Bldg, USDA 11:30 am

March 13

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
April 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
May 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
June 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
August 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
October 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 13

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
2009 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Chair Elect 
	Michael Mortimer 
	W: 703 538-3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: 202 401 5971
H/M: 202 641 4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: 703 549 8700 x122
M: 571 215 2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jessica McGlyn
	W: 202 778 9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	Loren Ford 
	W: 703 605-4478 
H: 703 369-4792 
	lbford@fs.fed.us
lorenb.ford@gmail.com

	Phonathon Chair 
	Bryan Petit
	H: 760 294 3139
W: 202 720 7252
	brp@obpa.usda.gov

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: 202 205 1751 
H: 301 445 4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
W: 202 463 2753 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 541 464 3214
H: 541 464 0295
	outfielder@verizon.net

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: 202 205 1753 
H: 703 378 8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Ken Jolly
	W: 703 980 2122 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
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