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Don’t you just love Donation Drives?

I like to listen to classical, jazz and news on public radio but recent programming has been filled with funding and sponsorship drives.  Not a day goes by where broadcasters are not asking for donation money and touting the fact that public radio is listener supported, not paid for through corporate funding.   They spin a web of guilt and commitment to those of us trying to escape traffic congestion for a few precious moments.  I guess that it is just an additional sign of the current economic descent.  Although this exercise in financial petition is practiced every year, this year’s begging frenzy has seemed more desperate than usual.

The National Capital Chapter of the Society of American Foresters is also “listener” supported.  You are unlikely to hear us asking for money on the radio although you might get an occasional call reminding you to renew your membership and chapter affiliation dues.   No begging will ensue.  A majority of NCSAF’s expenses are incurred by paying for speaker lunches, updating financial software or for our annual, well attended holiday party usually held on the Hill.  Some funds are garnered for the Foresters’ Fund but otherwise we run the budget on a string.  Our only significant fundraiser for the year is actually a heavy hors d'oeuvre party that includes an auction.  Price of admission - a bottle of wine.   Good food, good friends, and a sassy but friendly auctioneer that hawks and pawns both trash and treasurers to the amusement of all who participate.  I believe that one year we all busted a gut as he tried to justify the attributes of a “gorilla grip” security device; puns notwithstanding.

The annual wine tasting and auction is an informal opportunity for people within the forestry and natural resource profession to talk, laugh and share stories.  It’s also an opportunity for folks to “make available” that embroidered pillow cover from Aunt Sally that does not really match your living room décor.  That signed artwork that you won on a recent cruise that has no additional room within your wall space.  A fishing trip has usually been a favorite as well as a cheesecake or brownies.  Or that extra increment borer you will simply never get around to using.  Fine specimens of amber jewelry are often graciously submitted as well as books and household treasures.  An auspicious dinner or two with fine wine is often an annual favorite as well as the opportunity to lunch with higher level officials in land management agencies.  To say the least, there is something for every price range and pleasure.  All in great fun and frivolity but greatly needed for the NCSAF organization.  Enough said.          

E.Lynn Burkett

NCSAF Chair

District VII Council Report

council held its second meeting of the year in Bethesda on May 30-31, 2009.  The following are some highlights from the Agenda:

( Property Up-date:  Michael Goergen, executive vice president and CEO, advised council that the Montgomery County government decided to designate the Wild Acres property as a Historic Preservation area (this designation was under county review/consideration at the previous council meeting).  This new Historic Preservation designation is in addition to the previously existing “legacy open space” designation; this leaves only 3.8 acres of the property free of any “special zoning” designations by the county.  While these designations make future development of the property more complicated, it does not preclude development, and the national office staff is continuing to take the appropriate steps to manage/market the property to maximize its value for the organization.  Various repairs on two of the buildings on the property will also be completed in the upcoming months.

( Finances:  Operationally, SAF ended 2008 with a small positive gain of approximately $9,000 in net assets.  SAF’s investments declined in value by approximately 24 percent for the year (it is well known that 2008 was a very difficult year for investments); however, at the time of the May 2009 council meeting, approximately 20-30 percent of this loss had been regained with improving market conditions.  In light of the current economic situation, council remains comfortable with the conservative investment strategy that was adopted several years ago; however, the SAF Council Finance and Investment Committee will be reviewing options over the upcoming months to potentially increase the ability of SAF’s fund managers to be more responsive to changing market conditions.  Council also discussed personnel changes in SAF national office financial staff, and reviewed/accepted the 2008 audit report.  Another financial topic discussed by council was the difficulty some state societies are having with the IRS 990 tax forms which must be filed by state societies with revenues greater than $25,000.  SAF national office staff will be setting up a 990 tax training in a webinar format for state society treasurers in the near future to help alleviate this concern.

( Membership:  The new membership database is moving forward; an “in house” beta version will begin testing in July, and the new database is anticipated to be fully on-line soon after the national convention.  The new database will allow SAF to be much more efficient and responsive to the membership, allowing quicker access to needed information.  Council also reviewed the new membership strategy/plan developed by Christopher Whited, senior director, marketing and membership; the plan calls for the national office to focus on recruitment, while local units focus on retention of members through personal engagement (suggestions for membership engagement are posted on the SAF website).  The SAF website has been re-designed to be more “user-friendly” and provide several new services, such as twitter and face book, “print-on-demand,” career center, and various forestry subject forums.  If you haven’t visited the web-site lately, be sure to check it out!

( Policy:  At the federal level, SAF participated in a congressional briefing on forestry’s role in addressing climate change, and will be participating in a “Forestry 101” congressional briefing in the near future.  National office staff has also been actively involved in the policy discussions concerning the definition of woody biomass, and are working with various partners to arrange a field tour for congress to showcase examples of sustainable woody biomass projects.  Additionally, SAF will be participating in a congressional hearing about the use of silviculture to address forest health (specifically in relation to the large areas of beetle killed forests in the west).  SAF remains well “plugged in” with the new administration, and is in frequent contact with federal officials regarding various forestry issues.  Council approved an updated position statement on Professionals in Public Natural Resource Management Agencies, requested the Committee on Forest Policy (CFP) to modify the existing position statement on Public Regulation of Private Forest Lands to discuss unintended consequences of forestry regulations using high-grading as an example, and appointed a council sub-committee to work with the CFP to develop a task force charter to address forest sector competitiveness.  Internationally, SAF will be making a presentation on the findings of the climate change task force report at the World Forestry Congress in Argentina later this year. 

( Professional Recognition:  council approved the election of the 2009 Fellow nominations, and the recipients of several national awards.  Special congratulations to Denise Ingram for her election to Fellow from NCSAF!!  Additionally, in an effort to continue to improve the Fellows review process, each district Fellows committee will be contacted for their input on the process, and the results will be presented for future council review.

( Science:  council received a report from the Forest Science and Technology Board (FSTB) and appointed a council sub-committee to work with the FSTB to develop a task force charter to address the subject of woody biomass.  FSTB also presented council with an overview of three top emerging science issues that will be used to develop convention tracks at the 2010 national convention.

( Education:  council approved a charter change to the Certification Review Board (CRB) to assign long-term oversight of the CFE program to the CRB, and a charter change to the Education Policy Review Committee (EPRC) to provide the EPRC the authority to monitor all aspects of technical forestry education (pursuant to SAF’s previous decision to accredit forest technology programs).  Council also appointed a council sub-committee to work with the EPRC to develop a task force charter addressing the subject of developing accreditation standards and procedures for terrestrial ecology programs.  

( Strategic Planning:  Council adopted a list of five potential priority areas to focus on for 2010:  (1) property management; (2) membership plan; (3) emerging science issues; (4) communication campaign; and (5) leadership development.  Staff will prepare action plans/budget to move these priorities forward in 2010 for future council review.

( Communication Campaign:  The National Communication Committee is continuing its work to develop sub-themes under the broad “Trees are the Answer” communication theme/campaign.  The committee will be developing both short and long-term strategies to move this campaign forward; it is realized this will be a long-term effort.

( Leadership Development:  National staff is continuing to finalize the plans for incorporating a greater emphasis on leadership development into the House of Society Delegates (HSD) Meeting at the national convention in Orlando.  More details should be forthcoming in the near future.  Additionally, the Leadership Development Committee (LDC) is working on developing recommendations to advance and improve leadership development in SAF, which will be presented for future council consideration.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the above items that were covered at the May council meeting.  The next council meeting will be held in September in conjunction with the national convention in Orlando; let me know if you have any issues you would like to bring to my attention in advance of the September meeting.  As always, I greatly appreciate hearing from you with any comments and suggestions you may have for advancing the mission of SAF.  

 Kenneth Jolly

District VII council Representative

NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction – June 25

Are you looking for a great networking opportunity, or are you just looking for a fun night out?  Either way, please join us for the 4th Annual NCSAF Wine Tasting and Auction on Thursday, June 25, at the Ballston Park Condominium Community Room.  The festivities will begin at 5:30 pm, with the auction starting sometime after 6:30 pm.  Entry fee - each guest should bring one bottle of wine to share (cost should not exceed $25/bottle).  Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be provided.
Time for spring cleaning!  Do you have any unwanted household items?  Any holiday or birthday gifts that don't fit with your decor, lifestyle or general likes?  Are you looking for a tax write-off?   Do you have any hidden talents (e.g., cooking, painting, etc.)?  Then donate to the auction!  This is NCSAF’s primary fund raiser for the year, so please come out and support your professional society.  If you have an auction item, please contact one of the following people and they’ll put it on the auction list (and arrange pickup, if necessary).

Dwight Fielder – (w) (202) 452-7761; (cell) (202) 285-6845; dwight_fielder@blm.gov
Rick Cooksey – (w) (202) 205-1469; (cell) (202) 731-5466; rcooksey@fs.fed.us
E.Lynn Burkett – (w) (202) 785-6594; (cell) (202) 468-4110; elynn_burkett@blm.gov
Doug Crandall has agreed to be our auctioneer again this year, and we’re expecting to have a good slate of bid items.  We'll compile a preliminary list of items to distribute prior to the auction.
So, come out and have a good time in support of NCSAF.  Mark your calendars today!
Directions:  Metro (recommended) - Take the orange line to Ballston station.  Cross Fairfax Drive and continue on N. Stuart Street one block to Ballston Park Condominium (1050 N. Stuart St.) on left.  Signs will direct you to the community room door on the first floor.

Driving - Fairfax Drive can be accessed by I-66 (Glebe Rd Exit) or Washington Blvd. (Rt. 27).  Stuart Street is between Taylor and Randolph off of Fairfax Dr.  There is a pay parking garage on Taylor, north of Fairfax Drive.
Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell Addresses NCSAF at July Luncheon
Date:

July 9, 2009

Time:

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Location:
USDA Cafeteria (back of the room area)



1400 Independence Ave SW (Smithsonian Metro station, see below)



Washington, DC

Format:
Lunch is available at the cafeteria and a space is reserved for the SAF.
Please welcome Gail back to NCSAF; as current chief of the United States Forest Service, we know she will have a lot to say of interest to members and guests.  As an active SAF member, she’s a strong supporter of professional forestry and science-based resource management that meets ecological as well as community needs.
Abigail Kimbell was raised New England, where she spent her formative years hiking, fishing, and camping on the White Mountain National Forest.  She received a bachelor's degree in forest management from the University of Vermont in 1974 and later received a master's degree in forest engineering from Oregon State University.

Gail worked as a seasonal employee before beginning her federal forestry career in 1974 with the Bureau of Land Management in Medford, Oregon.  She then joined the Forest Service as a pre-sale forester in Kodiak, Alaska in 1977.  She next worked in Oregon as a logging engineer and then a district planner.  She served as district ranger in Kettle Falls, Washington on the Colville National Forest from 1985-88, and on the Wallowa–Whitman National Forest in La Grande, Oregon, from 1988-91, and as forest supervisor of the Tongass National Forest in Alaska, 1992-97, and the Bighorn National Forest in Wyoming from 1997-99.

From 1999-2002, Gail was forest supervisor for the Pike and San Isabel National Forests and the Comanche National Grassland, all in Colorado, as well as the Cimarron National Grassland in Kansas.  In May of 2002, Ms. Kimbell began work as the associate deputy chief for the National Forest System lands in the Forest Service's Washington, D.C. Headquarters.  During her tenure as associate deputy chief, Gail's leadership was instrumental in helping to carry out the Healthy Forests Initiative where she provided support in the development of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003.

In December 2003, Kimbell was named as the regional forester for the Northern Region located in Missoula, Montana.  She assumed her current position as chief of the United States Forest Service on February 5, 2007.

Hints on how to enter the USDA Cafeteria:  The general public entrance to the South Agriculture Building is on C Street, SW, Wing 2, one block south of the Smithsonian Metro Station Independence Avenue exit on 12th St SW and  then about 30 yards to the west.  A picture ID and security check, magnetometer and X-ray bag check, is required.  Federal employees with a government ID badge can enter at the Independence Avenue door adjacent Independence Ave Metro exit; at top of escalator, walk toward Capitol and up the steps to the entrance at the corner of building.

Thanks Bernie!
Our thanks go to Bernie Hubbard, current president of SAF, for speaking at our June luncheon.  He talked about the recent changes in forestry particularly due to the economic descent; how SAF is working with the National Association of State Foresters on a sustainable forestry framework; his encounter with GPS wielding forestry students that have difficulty reading a map; and the overall strength of the SAF organization. Thanks for your time and wisdom Bernie.  

Treasurer’s Report

5/16//09 through 6/15/09

Luncheon for the June 11 meeting at AAAS was catered at a rate of $12.00 per meal for those requesting lunch in advance. The cost was $126.62, including tax and tip for 10 lunches and one compensated lunch. There was no other income during this period. If you have any questions, please contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.

         Current Balance     

                       Certificates of Deposit

           $14,063.60


           Cash




    $100.00


           Savings Account (CD)                        $1,642.67

                       Checking Account                                $4,561.00
 

   Total



                         $20,367.27





        5/16/09 thru 6/15/09               Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                              

     Dues Disbursements                                               $0.00                        $1,556.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                             $120.00                            $774.00

     Raffles                                                                   $0.00                              $89400

     Auction                                                                  $0.00                                 $0.00 

     Meeting Fee                                                           $0.00                                 $0.00

     Matured CD



            $0.00

                  $0.00

     Dividends                                                               $0.00                             $171.42

Total income                                                            $120.00                          $2,621.42
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                           $00.00                             $100.00

       Luncheon meals                                               $126.62                             $949.62  

       Auction                                                                $0.00                                  $0.00

       Miscellaneous                                                      $0.00
                             $79.99                                                                                  

       HSD Assessment                                                 $0.00                                  $0.00                                                                                            

       Forest Forums Catering                                       $0.00        
 
       $0.00
       Holiday Party Catering                                        $0.00         
                   $0.00
       D.C Forester                                                        $0.00                               $ 32.38
       Website                                                                $0.00                              $166.80

       Forestry On the Potomac grant                           $0.00                            $1,500.00

Total Expenses                                 
                    $126.62                             $2,829.79  

Net increase (decrease)                                           (-$6.62)                             (-$208.17)  








           Richard Pardo

Treasurer

 2009 NCSAF Calendar of Events
Date


Description





Contact

June 25

NCSAF Wine tasting and Auction


E.Lynn Burkett

Ballston Park Condominium Community Room
Dwight Fielder








Rick Cooksey

July 9


NCSAF Luncheon Program 



E.Lynn Burkett




Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell







USDA Cafeteria, 1400 Independence Ave

August 13

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burkett




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

August 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 10 

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burkett



Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
October 8

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burkett



Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

October 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 12

NCSAF Luncheon Program



Jon Menten




Native American Heritage theme




Speaker and Location TBD


November 13

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 10

NCSAF holiday party




E.Lynn Burkett



and tree lighting ceremony, Longworth Bldg.


December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
2009 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Chair Elect 
	Michael Mortimer 
	W: 703 538-3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: 202 401 5971
H/M: 202 641 4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: 703 549 8700 x122
M: 571 215 2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jessica McGlyn
	W: 202 778 9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	Loren Ford 
	W: 703 605-4478 
H: 703 369-4792 
	lbford@fs.fed.us
lorenb.ford@gmail.com

	Phonathon Chair 
	Bryan Petit
	H: 760 294 3139
W: 202 720 7252
	brp@obpa.usda.gov

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: 202 205 1751 
H: 301 445 4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
W: 202 463 2753 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 202 452 7761

H: 703 534 6425
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: 202 205 1753 
H: 703 378 8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Kenneth Jolly
	W: 410 260 8502 
H: 410 263 1989 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us











PAGE  
8
www.ncsaf.org

