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District VII Council Report

Council held its first meeting of the year in Minneapolis, MN on February 21-22, 2009.  The following are some highlights from the agenda:

( Michael Goergen, executive vice president and CEO, updated council on the Wild Acres Historic Preservation nomination that is currently under review and consideration by the Montgomery County government.  This process began last year while SAF was working on the sale of the property (which was eventually terminated due to the national economic “credit crunch” and poor real estate markets), and when a neighborhood citizen’s group nominated the property for historic preservation status.  Since this designation restricts the development options on the property, SAF has been engaged with the county and the citizen’s group to reach an agreement on which portions of the property should be considered for this designation.  SAF submitted what we consider to be a very reasonable proposal to protect the historic aspects of the property (e.g., the Grosvenor house, the carriage house, and an appropriate area around these buildings), and which also protects SAF’s property interest for future development opportunities.  The County Historic Preservation Commission has scheduled a hearing, which is currently scheduled for mid-March to make a recommendation on this issue, which will then be sent to the county council for action.

( In the policy arena, SAF is continuing to work on the renewable energy standard definition and on forest carbon issues, and is also planning to do some congressional briefings this year on forestry issues.  In regards to SAF’s testimony on federal appropriations (which generated some concerns last year), the Committee on Forest Policy (CFP) advised council it will be much more involved with the review process to ensure that the membership’s concerns are fully vetted in the future.  In response to a request from New York SAF for SAF to develop a Position Statement on highgrading, council requested the Forest Science and Technology Board (FSTB) and CFP to conduct additional research for future consideration.  Council also approved a position statement on international trade.

( Several new technology improvements were discussed, most significantly the purchase of a new membership database software program that will greatly expand and enhance SAF’s capacity to manage membership information and be more responsive to membership requests.  One of the benefits of the new software is that up-to-the minute membership reports will be available for download by state society leaders whenever they need it directly from a password protected secure area over the internet.  Also, tracking continuing education should be much easier.  In addition, council discussed progress on the SAF website re-design and template websites for local units, which should be completed and available very soon.  Also discussed was the online Dictionary of Forestry (which has been completed) and Encyclopedia of Forestry, which is nearing completion.  The encyclopedia will be written for a lay audience, and is expected to contain approximately 300 articles from a variety of forestry and natural resource scholars and experts. 

( Since the 2009 Leadership Academy had to be cancelled due to low registration, council reviewed and approved a “draft plan” for advancing leadership development in a new way for both the upcoming year and into the future.  While the details are still being worked on, some of the opportunities that will be explored include: (a) incorporating a significant increase in leadership development into the House of Society Delegates (HSD) meeting; (b) possibly holding a leadership development workshop/session at the national convention; (c) developing/scheduling leadership webinars on a frequent basis put on by staff and national leaders; (d) developing podcasts or “on demand” leadership presentations; (e) asking the Leadership Development Committee to develop model regional leadership training programs; (f) expanding on the “nuts and bolts” leadership tools that are already available on the SAF website; and (g) create additional leadership content on the SAF website, such as articles, book reviews, etc.  Council will follow-up on several of these items at its next meeting.

( Council reviewed progress on the 2009 convention in Orlando, FL.  The keynote speaker will be Charles Mann, author of the non-fiction book 1491: New Revelations of the Americas before Columbus.  A harvesting demonstration is being planned to coincide with the convention (as was done at the 2008 Reno convention), and a 4-H anniversary tree planting is also planned to take place.  Any of the many Disney hotels where SAF members register will count to meet the SAF’s hotel accommodations requirement, so members are encouraged to mention SAF when they register.

( Council continued its discussion on refining/streamlining the “SAF Strategic Actions Plan,” which is the document that specifies the actions that will be taken to implement the five key goals identified in the SAF Strategic Plan, which was developed in 2008.  The desired goal is to keep this document tightly focused and tied to measureable actions, and to ensure it aligns with the SAF budget.  As part of this effort, council reviewed an “emerging issues” document developed by the FSTB to determine if any of these items should be incorporated into the Strategic Actions Plan.

( Council carefully reviewed a number of recommendations (21 total) that were generated at the 2008 HSD meeting in regards to improving SAF’s membership.  The council membership sub-committee was requested to take a closer look at several of these recommendations for possible follow-up at the next council meeting.

( Past President Tom Thompson provided council with an up-date on the communication committee’s work on the “Trees are the Answer” campaign.  The committee is currently working on refining the message/talking points for this communications effort, identifying partner organizations, and reserving a website address.  Council also received/discussed reports from HSD, FSTB, and the Student Executive Committee (SEC), as well as a variety of council district reports.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the above items that were covered at the February council meeting.  Also feel free to contact me if there is anything else that you want to bring to my attention before the next council meeting, which is scheduled for May 30-31 in Bethesda.  I greatly appreciate hearing from you with any comments and suggestions you may have for advancing the mission of SAF.  


Kenneth Jolly

District VII Council Representative

Treasurer’s Report

2/14//09 through 3/13/09

The Leadership Academy was cancelled, so that item has been removed from the 2009 budget and monthly treasurer’s reports. If you have any questions please contact Treasurer Dick Pardo at rpardo@mris.com or any member of the executive committee.
           Current Balance


           Certificates of Deposit

          $13,892.96


           Cash




    $100.00


           Savings Account (CD)                        $3,146.89

                       Checking Account                                $4,382.99
 

   Total



                         $21,422.84






        2/14/09 thru 3/13/09               Year-to-Date
Amount Received                                                              

     Dues Disbursements                                             $0.00                          $1,155.00 

     Luncheon Receipts                                            $238.00                             $238.00

     Raffles                                                                   $0.00                                 $0.00

     Auction                                                                  $0.00                                 $0.00 

     Meeting Fee                                                           $0.00                                 $0.00

     Matured CD



            $0.00

                  $0.00

Total income                                                            $238.00                          $1.393.00
Amount Expended       

      Awards-Recognition                                            $0.00                                  $0.00

       Luncheon meals                                              $242.50                              $242.50  

       Auction                                                                $0.00                                  $0.00

       Miscellaneous                                                      $0.00
                             $40.00                                                                                  

       HSD Assessment                                                 $0.00                                  $0.00                                                                                            

       Forest Forums Catering                                       $0.00        
 
       $0.00
       Holiday Party Catering                                        $0.00         
                   $0.00
       DC Forester                                                         $0.00                                $32.38
       Website                                                                 $0.00                              $166.80

Total Expenses                                 
                     $242.50                              $481.68  

Net increase (decrease)                                            (-$4.50)                               $912.32  



    Richard Pardo








Treasurer

NCSAF Membership Update

March 2009
At the end of February, NCSAF had a total of 280 members in good standing, five fewer than our 2009 goal of 285 members.

I am very pleased to announce that of the 102 NCSAF members who had not yet renewed their membership for 2009 as of the end of January, all but one did so by the end of February, and that one member resigned from NCSAF.

The following NCSAF membership changes occurred in February:

Transferred Into Chapter

Steven G. Jordan –Bartlett Tree Experts, from Skyline Chapter, Virginia Div., Appalachian SAF

Elizabeth (Beth) Larry – U.S. Forest Service, from Maryland/Delaware Division, Allegheny SAF

Reinstated Members
Scott W. Lieurance – Bureau of Land Management

Thomas R. Risdal – Farm Credit Administration

Resigned Member
David L. Trauger – Virginia Tech











Loren B. Ford









Membership Committee Chair
Urban Forestry Speaker Series “Trees for People” Started March 5th

On Thursday, March 5th, Urban and Community Forestry kicked off its spring speaker series Trees for People with a talk entitled: “Urban Forestry Advocacy and Policy: What’s new? What’s changing?” The talk, given by Deborah Gangloff (American Forests) and Alice Ewen Walker (Alliance for Community Trees) was the first of six spring talks on the subject of urban forestry to be given at the Forest Service’s Yates Building between now and June. All talks are held in the Training Room on the second floor. Stay tuned for our summer series schedule, out in May.

Steve Marshall, assistant director of Urban and Community Forestry, introduced the two speakers, citing their vast collective experience. Deborah led off the talk and discussed how combining programming with advocacy can increase an organization’s effectiveness. She went on to say, “If you only do programming or advocacy, partner with another organization that does the other.” Deborah also remarked that it is entirely reasonable to address energy use while building the economy and that grey and green infrastructure must be repaired together.

Alice addressed local activities in urban forestry. She used the mantra: “simple is successful” at the local level. In discussing the importance of partnerships, Alice cited the Iowa Living Roadways program, a collaboration of Trees Forever (an Iowa nonprofit), Iowa State University Department of Landscape Architecture, Iowa Department of Transportation, and REAP Conservation Education Program. She also discussed the increase in urban forestry youth employment programs. A video interview with Deborah and Alice will be posted to the UCF website shortly. 

The next speaker in the series is Ray Tretheway, executive director of the Sacramento Tree Foundation and a city council member for Sacramento. His talk “Energy Use, Shade Trees, and Lawmaking: Lessons from Sacramento” will focus on the success of the Sacramento Shade program and how it can tie into the energy-focused Matsui legislation. Mark your calendar for Wednesday, March 18th, 10–11 am to hear an experienced and insightful advocate for forestry in urban America. If you do not have a federal ID, an RSVP is requested for security purposes: pbrandler@fs.fed.us.

More information about the Trees for People series, including a schedule of speakers, can be found at www.fs.fed.us/ucf/. Questions about the speaker series can be directed to Paula Randler at pbrandler@fs.fed.us or (202) 401-4489. If you have questions concerning special needs or to request sign language interpretation, contact Paula Randler at the address or phone number three working days before each talk. 

National Technical Workshop on the DRAFT 2010 National Report on Sustainable Forests

Monday, March 23, 2009 – Washington, DC

The Roundtable on Sustainable Forests is sponsoring a half-day (1-5 pm) policy workshop related to the DRAFT 2010 report.  USDA Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service is hosting the workshop at 800 9th Street SW, Washington, DC.  
For information regarding registration (it’s free, but the workshop planning team needs to know who is coming), contact Shawn Walker at rsf@merid.org or (202) 354-6450.  For information on directions to CSREES, contact Eric Norland at enorland@csrees.usda.gov or (202) 401-5971.
See below for more information on the report. 

A Recap: 

The 2010 Draft National Report on Sustainable Forests:

What does it tell us and the Public Review and Comment Opportunity?
Speaker: Dr. Rich Guldin

Director, Quantitative Sciences

USDA Forest Service – Research and Development

National Capital SAF was honored to be the venue for the release of the 2010 DRAFT National Report on Sustainable Forests at its December 11 meeting.

The report is prepared by USDA Forest Service as part of the U.S. commitment to the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators (C&I).  It is the second report in a series that began in 2003.   This report provides updated data that illustrate changes during the last five years and provides more regional detail; it contains new indicators, such as “The importance of forests to people” that better reflect contemporary concerns; and it provides examples of recent applications using the Montreal Process criteria and indicators to foster sustainable forests, such as the work being done by Baltimore County.

Dr. Guldin provided the background as to what the report is and why it is compiled.  Following that backdrop, he presented some of the key findings from the report.  Some of those key findings include:

· Each year, U.S. forests sequester 650 million tons of carbon dioxide, equal to 11 percent of the total annual carbon emissions from all sources. Annual production of wood energy is 2 quadrillion BTUs—2 percent of the Nation’s annual energy output.  Burning wood offsets between 100 and 200 million metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels.

· The encroachment of non-forest uses in existing forests is increasing at the rate of 1.6 percent per year—outpacing population growth by 25 percent.

· Total consumption of wood and paper products remained steady at 63 cubic feet per person per year.  So total national consumption is increasing at the population growth rate (0.88 percent per year).  Imports provide 29 percent of domestic consumption

· Recycling paper offsets the harvest of 700,000 acres annually.

The report contains information on the current conditions and recent trends for each of 64 criteria. 

The release of the report represented the beginning of a 90-day public review and comment period. NCSAF members were encouraged to provide comments to the Forest Service.  Go to: http://www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/ and click on “Comment on 2010 Sustainability Report.”

13th Symposium on Systems Analysis in Forest Resources (2009 SSAFR) 

Tuesday, May 26, 2009 – Friday, May 29, 2009 

Francis Marion Hotel 

Charleston, South Carolina

The 2009 SSAFR will bring together scientists to share ideas and developments in forest resource economics, operations research, management sciences, and decision analysis, systems analysis, and information technology.

Register now online!  A paper registration form is also available. 

Registration Fees

Early registration - $190 by Saturday, April 18 

Regular registration - $220 after Saturday April 18  

There is an additional fee of $50 for the tour.  

Note: Conference speakers should register by Saturday, April 18, 2009.

Hotel Reservations 

Francis Marion Hotel www.francismarionhotel.com
$141 per night  

(843) 722-0600 

(877) 756-2121 
Please make your reservation prior to Saturday, April 18, 2009 to get the conference room rate.  Please indicate that you are with the SSAFR/SAF conference. 

For more information on the program, please contact Marc McDill, Penn State University; mmcdill@psu.edu or (814) 865-1602

For registration information, please contact Carlton Gleed, director of Meetings and Convention; gleedc@safnet.org or (866) 897-8720 ext. 111

Cellulosic Ethanol Production in the U.S.

Reuters UK has published an on-line article describing cellulosic ethanol productions in the U.S.  To see a list of Operating Pilot Projects, Commercial Scale Plants Not Yet Open, and Pilot or Pre-Commercial Plants not yet open, read the article at: http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKN1952406520090219 

News about the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests

Many of you have probably heard about the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests, but it is likely that many of you have not participated in the Roundtable.

By way of background, the roundtable is an open and inclusive process with the goal of sustainable forest management on the nation’s forests.  Over the years since it was first initiated, the roundtable has been a partner in many activities and projects that have demonstrated and communicated the principles, goals and practices of sustainable forest management.  Through the work of “champions”, roundtable participants develop and undertake projects that are aligned with the roundtable’s goal of sustainable forest management.

Recently, the NCSAF committed to becoming an outreach partner with the roundtable.  Simply put, this means that NCSAF will work with the roundtable to help “spread the word” about sustainable forest management.  The roundtable’s website, www.sustainableforests.org, will soon have a web page listing of outreach partners with live links to the partners’ websites.  By becoming an outreach partner, NCSAF will benefit from additional visibility for the work that we do, and the roundtable will benefit from a professional organization that will help to disseminate news and information about sustainable forest management.  A win-win all the way around!  Watch the DC Forester for more information in the coming months.
NCSAF Luncheon series
We are looking for suggestions, recommendations and venues for luncheon speakers as we still have a few slots open.  Please contact Jon Menten.
2009 NCSAF Calendar of Events
Date


Description





Contact

March 18

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burkett




Walnut Room, AF&PA


April 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
April 19

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E. Lynn Burket



Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

May 14

Arthur "Butch" Blaze




Jon Menten




NM state forester




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

May 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
June 11

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

June 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
July 9


Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell


E.Lynn Burket



Location TBD

August 13

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

August 14

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
September 10 

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

September 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
October 8

NCSAF executive committee meeting

E.Lynn Burket




Executive dining room, USDA South Bldg

October 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
November 12

Native American Heritage



Jon Menten

November 13

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
December 10

NCSAF holiday party




E.Lynn Burket




and tree lighting ceremony




Longworth Bldg.


December 15

DC Forester deadline




Jennifer Plyler
2009 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Chair Elect 
	Michael Mortimer 
	W: 703 538-3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: 202 401 5971
H/M: 202 641 4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: 703 549 8700 x122
M: 571 215 2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jessica McGlyn
	W: 202 778 9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	Loren Ford 
	W: 703 605-4478 
H: 703 369-4792 
	lbford@fs.fed.us
lorenb.ford@gmail.com

	Phonathon Chair 
	Bryan Petit
	H: 760 294 3139
W: 202 720 7252
	brp@obpa.usda.gov

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: 202 205 1751 
H: 301 445 4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
W: 202 463 2753 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 541 464 3214
H: 541 464 0295
	outfielder@verizon.net

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: 202 205 1753 
H: 703 378 8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Kenneth Jolly
	W: 703 980 2122 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
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